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Mour of a conicidence?
The Christmas party was great success with all the 
players in a good mood. It happened to be the day 
the previous manager left the club, but we’re sure 
that the good moods were a coincidence… You can 
read about it and see the pictures inside this issue 
and on the MUDSA website.

Access for all is so suite
MUDSA is pleased to announce that the trials to 
revert to “universal access” in the Ability Suite were 
a success and the club have now agreed that we can 
adopt it permanently. A triumph for self policing, 
because even on the busiest days, people seem to 
be able to get along with each other!

Poncho pinching prevented
We’re pleased to announce that we now have a 
working system in place for the distribution and 
collection of the new MUDSA ponchos during bad 
weather on matdays, thanks to the help of the club’s 
matchday team and their “boss” Tom Sellers.

After ‘losing’ a few we’ve finally managed to start 
getting back the same number as were given out 
during the match! Mind you, that might be because 
of the large black and yellow ‘security’ labels we’ve 
stuck on them!

Sergeant Rick joins the ranks
MUDSA has a new Committee member in the 
shape of a guy called Rick Clement. Rick is a former 
Sergeant in the Army and he definitely knows his 
stuff from his time working with forces-related 
charities. We’ve co-opted him on to the Committee 
and he’s been doing a great job for us with the social 
media and magazine production.

These are areas where we plan to expand our 
activities in the coming year, so keep an eye out and 
please support us when you can.

MUDSA in Foundation plans
We continue our work with the MU Foundation via 
Nathaniel Yate’s efforts. Nathaniel, the MUDSA 
Youth Ambassador, has been busy visiting various 
MU Foundation projects on a regular basis to 
spread the word about MUDSA and our activities 
and trying to get some of the youngsters involved.

We are hoping that soon we will be able to give 
you more details of a three-year plan currently 
being formulated by John Eades and Alex Wilson of 
the MU Foundation. 

This will lay down a framework of how MUDSA 
and the MU Foundation will be working together in 
the future and how best MUDSA can support the 
MU Foundation in its work.

As usual, much has changed since I last wrote my 
news articles. Significant progress has been made 
with plans for the future development of disabled 
facilities at Old Trafford. The club will be creating 
118 new wheelchair facilities and 158 new amenity 
seats in various locations around the ground.

They will be built in the close season and tested 
during the 2019/20 season. As soon as each section 
has completed testing successfully it will be opened. 
You can find a full explanation of the development 
here https://www.manutd.com/Visit-Old-Trafford/
Accessibility-Plans

United has a new Disability Liaison Officer (DLO), 
Michael Leneghan (or ‘Lenny’), who has taken over 
from Emma James as she moves on within the club.

We’d like to take this opportunity to thank Emma 
for all her hard work on our behalf and wish her well in 
the future. ‘Lenny’ is a lovely guy and has worked for 
United for many years. We’re sure he’ll be a worthy 
successor to Emma.

We also now have a new manager! Yes, Ole is back 

and everyone is walking around with a smile on their 
face again. Jamie and I were lucky enough to get the 
chance to interview Ole and you can read all about it 
inside this issue.

We hope you enjoy this issue and please remember 

the Committee are here to serve and represent all 
the members, so don’t hesitate to let us know if you 
have a problem or just want to discuss something. 
We’re here to help.
Chas Banks, Secretary MUDSA.

Lenny replaces Emma as  United’s DLO

After finally seeing the deployment of netting in 
front of away fans, after years of asking, it was 
seriously disappointing to see them being virtually 
destroyed by rogue Paris Saint Germain hooligans. 

MUDSA has been pushing for the nets to be a 
permanent deployment after an idiot in the Wolves 
away section threw a flare. I did ask about this 
incident and received this answer from the head of 
security: “You asked about what happened to the 
individual responsible for the pyrotechnic at the 

Wolves fixture.  The individual was identified, police 
action taken, and has received a three-year home 
and away ban by Wolves”.

Similarly with the PSG incidents, we complained 
vociferously to the club: “You asked about what 
we are doing in response to any individuals who 
have been identified as throwing objects at the PSG 
fixture – including any information we are providing 
to PSG about the behaviour of their fans: “A CCTV 
file of all PSG fans identified as offenders by way 

of damage, disorder or missile throwing, will be 
supplied to PSG and they have assured us that they 
will take action against any positively identified 
offenders”.

MUDSA is in continuous dialogue with the Club 
and talks are ongoing regarding the positioning of 
the away fans. It’s a complicated issue and if there 
was an easy option it would already have been 
taken. However we’ll keep talking and we hope to 
make more progress as the season progresses. 

Away fan location talks continue  after 
protective netting  damaged by PSG fans

The newly-installed 
netting earlier 
this season (left) 
and, PSG fans 
destroying it (right)

Michale ‘Lenny’ 
Leneghan has 
replced Emma 
James (right) as 
club Disability 
Ilaison Officer
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Here are ten facts about Paddy Crerand — MUTV 
presenter and regular attendee of the MUDSA 
Annual Dinner.

Paddy’s an all-round nice guy although, some of 
his former opposition players probably wouldn’t 
agree with us due to his ‘robust’ playing style. But 
we love him because he always has time to chat, 
sign things and have a photo with his fans.

1 Paddy was born in Glasgow to Irish parents but 
his father was killed in World War II by a German 

bomber while working on fire watch at the docks.

2 In 1963 he married Noreen Ferry — a Scottish 
girl of Irish descent. They have three children and 

eight grandchildren.

3 Paddy signed for United for the princely sum of 
£43,000 in 1963.

4 He won two league titles, one FA Cup and one 
European Cup with United.

5 Paddy was a hard-tackling midfielder who, 
while known for his tenacity and tackling ability, 

was also an accurate passer, creating chances for 
attacking players such as Bobby Charlton and George 
Best. He made 401 appearances and scored 19 goals 
for United, retiring in 1971.

6 He was inducted into 
the Scottish Football Hall of Fame in 

November 2011.

7 In 1976 Paddy became manager of Northampton 
Town after five years as assistant manager at 

United.

8 Paddy’s Autobiography is entitled “Never turn 
the other cheek” which echoes his give as ‘good-

as-you-get’ attitude.

9 Paddy has written a children’s book called 
“Hamish the Haggis” about the adventures of a 

haggis that runs away to join the circus.

10 Paddy’s Son also played professional football 
for Altrincham and Rochdale.

Full Name: Patrick Timothy Crerand

DOB: 19 February 1939 (age 80)

Height 1.78 m (5ft 10in)

Nationality: Scottish

Honours (MUFC):

First Division: 1964-65, 1966-67

FA Cup: 1962-63

European Cup: 1967-68

FA Charity Shield: 1965, 1967

Honours (International): 

British Home Championship: 1961-62

FACT FILE…

10 things you probably didn’t know about 
United’s Scotish former midfield master

6  THINGS YOU DIDN’T KNOW      

Paddy Crerand

WARNING:One of these facts might be made up!

7      THINGS YOU DIDN’T KNOW
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You would have thought that Ole Gunnar Solkjær couldn’t have been any more 
of a hero at United that he already was. Goals galore, most notably that winner 
against Bayern in 1999, and a smile almost as wide as Dwight Yorke’s meant 
there was always a special place in United’s hearts for their baby-faced assassin. 
But make himself even more loved and respected is exactly what Ole has done 
since returning to Old Trafford. Turning a club round has rarely been so rapid. 
Yet Ole has managed it, importantly giving the club its identity back. Here, he 
tells us how he’s managed it…

Ole Gunnar 
Solskjær

EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW

RR: Dave Brailsford, head of Team Sky, always talks 
about incremental differences, tiny things making 
a difference when you add them all together. 
We’ve noticed at the club now, for example, the 
club suits are back, which sends the message out 
that we’re here to do business. Can you give us 
your thoughts on that?
OGS: For us, it’s about meaning business, but showing 
who we are, that we are different. There are not 
many clubs that do things like the club suits any more. 
I was just used to it from the gaffer when I played at 
United. Even when I was in the reserves, we travelled 
a few times to Italy and I just saw these athletic guys 
going in their suits and it makes an impression. This is 
about business, you know? You go and you are proud 
of who you are and how you present yourself. The 
first game we did it for was for Spurs away. Going 
into Wembley, we felt that we are going to make a 
statement now.
RR: Everyone’s talking about us being attacking, 

play against we need to have a base to play from.
RR: So, do you impose your style on them?
OGS: Yes. You want to have a base to always build 
from. If not, every game will be a new adventure for 
everyone, and that’s no good.  It brings uncertainty.
RR: You’re the boss. Do the players call you boss?
OGS: Yeah, some… most of the players call me the 
boss. I am in charge. I am the one who decides. So they 
call me boss. I put the principles down, and it’s mostly 

but that victory at Spurs was based on our defence. 
It was superb, and we broke from that defence. 
Who takes charge of the defensive side of things? 
Is it Mike Phelan’s gig?
OGS: In the Tottenham game, we started really 
well and then they changed things we struggled in 
the second half. We were hanging on, but that was 
because we went man marking. That was early when 
I came here. I’ve always in my life played in zonal 
teams. Norway, we were successful with our zonal 
defending and we were playing zonal here at United 
in the treble year. I thought that we’ve got players 
who are used to playing zonal. We’ve been so much 
better ever since the Spurs game. Kieran (McKenna) 
is the one who does most of it in training, to be 
fair. Kieran is absolutely fantastic on his detail and 
preparation. Obviously, we in the coaching staff, we 
always discuss what we want things to look like as a 
team. We’re not going to change from game to game, 
because we need to be Man United, and whoever we 

Kieran [McKenna] and Michael [Carrick] who take 
most of the sessions.
RR: We’ve heard they’ve made really interesting 
sessions…
OGS: All four of them – Kieran, Michael, Emilio 
[Alvarez] and Mark [Dempsey] are fantastic. Me and 
Mick [Phelan], we put our stamp on them by giving 
our opinions and what we want, but we let them get 
on with the sessions.
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10 Full Name:  Ole Gunnar SolskjaerDOB:  26 February 1973 (age 46)Height  1.78m (5ft 10in)Nationality:  NorwegianHonours (MUFC player):Premier League: 96-97, 98-99, 99-00, 00-01, 02-03, 06-07FA Cup: 1998-99, 2003-04FA Charity/Community Shield: 1996, 2003UEFA Champions League: 1998-99Intercontinental Cup: 1999Honours (MUFC manager):Premier Reserve League: 2009-10Premier Reserve League North: 2009-10Lancashire Senior Cup: 2008-09Manchester Senior Cup: 2009

FACT FILE…

RR: I was reading about Eric Harrison, and there 
were a couple of players who said he terrified 
them. Alex Ferguson, too, used to famously terrify 
players. Nowadays, you can’t be like that with 
young players…
OGS: No, the times have changed. Society’s different 
now. My son is 19 in the summer, so he’s a year 
younger than players like Diogo Dalot, older than 
Jimmy Garner and Nathan Greenwood. It means 
I’m in touch with the new era of players, the new 
generation. But I’m old enough to have had a gaffer, 
and to have worked with people like Eric. So, I’ve also 
seen the old style.
RR: Part of the old style, is that the hairdryer?
OGS: You know, once in a while you have to have it. 
RR: Have you got that in you?
OGS: Yeah. It’s like how you treat your kids. If you’re 
disappointed in their attitude and approach, you’re 
going to get that. They make mistakes, and I don’t 
mind that. Mistakes are honest, and they’re how 
you learn. But no one goes out on a football pitch 

City, and Norwich. He was my coach for Norway and 
my coach for Molde. He was a central defender. His 
job was to cover one side of the goal and have the 
goalie on the other side. He said to me that if you 
can manage to open up the legs of the defender and 
cut the ball through the legs, you score. The keeper 
has no chance, because they rely on the defender 
to block that shot. So, with time and age, because 
I wasn’t quick enough to go past people and curl it 
into the top corner like I did quite a few times earlier 
on in my career, I had to manipulate the ball for the 
defender to think I’m going to go far corner, and then 
I’d poke it through their legs.
RR: A long time ago we interviewed Tom Cleverley. 
He told us about a time when he was one-on-
one with the keeper and he missed the chance. 
Afterwards, he remembered that you’d told him 
to shoot between the keeper’s legs, and when he 
watched the video back, the keeper had his legs 
apart, so he would have scored…
OGS: Yes, it’s one of those things. Peter Schmeichel 

deciding to make mistakes. You can, though, decide 
what attitude and mentality you bring on to the pitch. 
If you don’t have the right mentality, that’s when my 
hairdryer comes out.
RR: What’s better, being a player or a manager.
OGS: Player, for sure. I can probably remember every 
single one of my goals.
RR: We want to ask you about one goal — against 
Liverpool, and it was the fourth goal. We beat them 
4-1. You were on the left-hand side of the box…
OGS: Yep, I drive it back through Traore’s legs and 
scored near post. 
RR: But the interesting is there seemed to be very 
little back lift, it went through his legs and Dudek 
didn’t move… Sir Alex once said of you that you 
had a great gift to visualise angles and positions. 
Was that just a gift given to you?
OGS: No, it’s teachable. I’ve worked with some 
strikers. My daughter is a striker, for example. You 
just put ideas into their heads. I worked with Age 
Hareide. Do you remember him? He played for Man 

was one of those keepers who opened up his legs. 
You know, the famous star technique. I scored quite 
a few past Peter in training! And you just pass these 
things down to the players.
RR: Quite often in post-match press conferences, 
we hear you talk about how goals have been 
scored. Does it help that you were a striker and can 
have a bit of banter with players, and tell them you 
could have scored it?
OGS: I think I know more or less how to score goals. 
Obviously I’m too old now to be out there doing it, 
but I think I can help them and guide them in certain 
different positions how to score a goal. 
RR: Another one was Paul Scholes…
OGS: Scholes, yeah. He always arrived in the box. He 
never, like, leaped above anyone. He just arrived and 
flicked it on. He was great.
RR: Since you last worked in the Premier League, 
there are a lot more clubs that are not owned by rich 

11     EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW: OLE GUNNAR SOLSKJÆR10  EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW: OLE GUNNAR SOLSKJÆR      



12

individual benefactors, like Roman Abramovich, 
or Jack Walker, but by sovereign wealth funds. 
How do you compete against that in the transfer 
market? Develop your own players? Show that if 
they sign for United they have a better chance of 
playing in the first team?
OGS: The money in football has just absolutely leap-
frogged anything I would dream about. But that’s just 
things like marketing and TV rights. We can’t stop 
that. Of course, we want to have good young players 
and we have a tradition of giving them a chance. 
We want to say that if you’re good enough and 
come here, you will get the chance. If you’re training 
hard enough, if you do what we think is right, you’ll 
be getting that chance. Players going abroad is a 
pathway, though. They get that first team experience 
and play at a good level. In the Premier League, it’s 
a top six. We fight for championships, Champions 
League positions and we give kids chances when we 
feel the time is right. But then, if you lose two games 
maybe because you played too many kids, it might be 
so costly. So, I understand teams that don’t do it. But 
it’s always going to be part of our philosophy to bring 
your own players through. Society has changed now 
though, too. So maybe kids now think short term, 
maybe some other clubs will pay more. But that’s just 
now. In the end, if you play for Man United for many, 
many years, nothing else matters.
RR: Getting past PSG must have taken a lot of belief 
from the lads to make them feel that they could do 
it. How do you get that mentality into people?
OGS: We started straight after the first game — in 
the dressing room after the first leg. We were saying 
that this is not over; that it’s only half time; that we’ve 
done this before. We just drip fed into the players all 
the time how we were going to do it. You know, just 
make sure we stay in the game until half time. I would 
have been happy at 0-0 after 70-75 minutes and then 
to get the first goal. But we just kept saying to keep 
calm and to travel over there with belief. Actually, we 
managed to pounce early on and get them nervous. 
We also kept saying that they’re not used to playing 
our type of game, and we knew they will make 
mistakes… and they did.
RR: Did it make a difference going into the PSG 
game knowing it didn’t really make a difference if 
they scored one, because of the away goals and we 
always needed three to go through?
OGS: Yes. But we knew we couldn’t go gung-ho 
in attack. We knew our chance was to let them 
dominate and to think it was going to be easy, and 
then bang, bang, we score. And that’s what we did. 
RR: If you could wave a wand and sign anyone in 
world football, who would you pick?
OGS: You would always have Cristiano Ronaldo in 
your team. I’ve always been almost in awe of him and 
Lionel Messi. They’ve dominated world football for 

particular training session. But it’s not like we would 
say we have to do that. You want to make sure you’ve 
covered all bases to be prepared for the game – 
nothing daft like putting a left sock on first! I never 
had any superstitions as a player, either.
RR: A few of our readers have asked us to say, can 
we just tell you thank you for everything you’ve 
done for United so far… 
OGS: I feel so privileged and honoured to be 
associated with this club. Even as a player, I just loved 
being here. I couldn’t believe my own luck. I turned 
down the chance to leave the club as a player quite 
a few times. Now, when they asked me to come back 
and help the club out for a few months, of course I 

the last 10-15 years. But my favourite of all would be 
Andres Iniesta. To have a midfielder like that in your 
team… wow.
RR: Some of our United heroes when growing up 
were people like Bobby Moore, Martin Buchan 
and then Paulo Maldini. Who were the players you 
liked when you were growing up?
OGS: Martin Buchan! Great guy. I’ve met him quite a 
few times. And Paulo Maldini! Paulo could probably 
play games in a suit, with his balance. But I also loved 
watching Zico, Marco van Basten, players like that.
RR: Do you have any matchday superstitions?
OGS: No — I’ve never done anything like that. You 
get to a point where certain things work, like a 

agreed. It was never in doubt. It was one of those 
where you thought, am I ready for this? Can I do this 
job properly and give the club what it needs? And I 
thought, yes I can. I know what it takes at this club, 
and I’ve loved it so far. I feel like I’ve come home. This 
is my football home – 100%.
RR: You say it’s your football home but it must be 
hard for your family, you being away?
OSG: Well, as we know, this is only until the summer 
and we could live with that for six months as a family. 
If we have a decision to make in the summer, well 
that’s a different kettle of fish as to where we will 
live as a family. But we’ve got great friends here, and 
some of my children grew up here.
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14  MUDSA QUIZ      

Scholes
Cole
Barcelona

Munich
Giggs
Keane

Sheringham
Solskjaer
Collina

Brondby
Schmeichel
Newcastle

Ferguson
Yorke
Basler

Wembley
Beckham
Keane

Juventus
Neville
Butt

Marcus Rashford recently racked up his 100th 
appearance for United, against Leicester City, 
AND he scored the winner!

He became the 15th youngest player to reach 
100th appearances in the Premier League.

Who are the 14 players in front of him? You might 
be surprised by some of the names!
1) Wayne Rooney – 19y 321d
2) Cesc Fabregas – 19y 341d
3) James Milner – 20y 104d
4) Chris Bart-Williams – 20y 247d

5) Michael Owen – 20y 285d
6) Raheem Sterling – 20y 285d
7) Gareth Barry – 20y 323d
8) Micah Richards – 20y 334d
9) Robbie Fowler – 20 342d
10) Joe Cole – 20y 349d
11) Lee Cattermole – 21y 053d
12) Michael Ball – 21y 074d
13) Ryan Giggs – 21y 074d
14) Rio Ferdinand – 21y 076d
15) Marcus Rashford – 21y 095d

1998-99 TREBLE YEAR WORDSEARCH

DID YOU KNOW…
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19      CHRISTMAS PARTY

My name is Nat Nathaniel and some of the MUDSA 
members may know me as the junior ambassador 
of MUDSA.

But what they may not know about me is that I 
also attend Stockport College and I study Health and 
Social Care Level 3 programme of learning — and one 
of the units that we study is a Equality and Diversity.

The college were looking for guests speakers on 
the subject so I thought: ‘I know just the man for the 
job — Rishi Jain’ the Equality and Inclusion manager 
at Manchester United. I asked my tutor, Claire 
Cowburn, if she would like me to contact Rishi to see 
whether he would be interested in coming in to give 
a talk on the subject. My tutor said yes, and so on 7th 
February Rishi came in to Stockport College.

He talked about LGBT which stands for Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual and Transgender and also how the 
Club has radio commentary for visually impaired 
supporters. 

United have a partnership with the Stonewall 
charity and he also talked about the “Kick It Out” 
charity, the service that you can call if you feel 
threatened at a football game.

Rishi then went on to talk about access for 
disabled supporters at Manchester United, saying 
the club are currently expanding disabled facilities to 
the Stretford End where disabled supporters would 
soon be able to sit.

Finally, I gave a short speech about MUDSA and 
what it means to me, telling my class I have lifelong 
friends there and that MUDSA had been one of the 
best experiences of my life.

The class were terrific and I think it’s the best class 
I’ve ever been part of and they are all superstars.

It was a terrific day and Rishi’s points were well 
received and his talk went down really well with 
everyone, with a lot of them asking a lot of interesting 
questions.

We are truly united in our equality and diversity at 
Manchester United.

The Class United
United’s Equality and 
Inclusion Manager, Rishi 
Jain, visits Stockport 
College to talk about 
Equality and Diversity

18  THE CLASS UNITED      

Old Trafford’s Manchester Suite was buzzing 
on December 18th as it played host to the most 
exciting day in the Manchester United Disabled 
Supporters Association (MUDSA) calendar — the 
MUDSA Christmas Party!

As you will see from photos on the following 
pages, a fantastic time was had by all and, as usual, all 
the first team players came along to meet MUDSA 
members and their guests, have their photos taken 
and sign everybody’s goodies!

MUDSA members voted for Luke Shaw as their 
Player of the Year because of his outstanding 
performances and recovery from his horrendous 
injury a couple of years ago. The award was presented 
by Ann-Marie Lewis, Emma Simister and Alsion 
Edwards, pictured above.

The MUDSA Committee and Members would like 
to thank all the players who attended the party, a 
tradition which is now in its 29th year and is the most 
popular event in the MUDSA calendar.

Luke Shaw crowned 
MUDSA Player of the Year 
at 2018 Christmas Party
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Every January the British newspapers 
fill football fans with hope of 
megabucks deals for the top 
players from around the world, and 
this year’s transfer window didn’t 
disappoint.

As usual, MUDSA’s very own 

Nathaniel Yates, has been keeping a 
keen eye on all the rumours and has 

compiled this list of more than £600m 
pounds’ worth of footballing talent 
rumoured to have been heading 

to Old Trafford to join Ole’s squad 
this winter…

Ole’s squad£600m

Milan Skriniar
Inter Milan

£70m

Raphael Varane
Real Madrid

£75m

Harry Maguire
Leicester

£90m

 James Maddison
Leicester

£70m

Kalidou Koulibaly
Napoli
£89m

Duglas Costa
Juventus

£36m

Joao Felix
Benfica
£75m

Lorenzo Pellegrini
Rome

£26.5m

Naymar
PSG

£200m

Ozan Kabak
Galatasaray

£20m

Nicolo Barella
Cagliari
£30m

Christian Pulisic
Barussia Dortmund

£60m

Matthijs de Ligt
Ajax

£65m

Jadon Sancho
Borussia Dormund

£90m

Ivan Perisic
Inter Milan

£31m

Eder Militao
Porto
£44m

Mesut Ozil
Arsenal
£90m

Nikola Milenković
Fiorentina

£45m

Nathan Ake
Bournemouth

£40m

Kostas Manolas
Rome
£32m

Antoine Semenyo
Bristol City

£2m

Toby Alderweireld
Tottenham

£25m

Noam Emeran
Amiens
£1.8m

Gareth Bale
Real Madrid

£162m

Steven Bergwijn
PSV

£25m

Nabla Fekir
Lyon

£65m

Josh King
Bournemouth

£25m

Memphis Depay
Lyon

£40m



military charities and doing talks at events. I’ve tried 
to give something back after being injured because I 
find it helps keep me focused. I then decided I wanted 
to do the same for MUDSA and offered my help at 
the 2018 MUDSA Annual General Meeting.

All the Committee are volunteers and usually 
very busy with it so I’ve been asked to help with 
the website and social media side of things. I’m 
already enjoying chatting to other members through 
Facebook. I hope to do MUDSA and its members 
proud and will work hard to achieve its goals. We are 
always looking for ideas to feature online and in the 
magazine so don’t be afraid to drop me a message if 
you have any. I’m extremely approachable, like the 
rest of the Committee, and look forward to seeing 
you all at the games.

Thanks, Rick.
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Hi everyone! My names Rick Clement and I’m 
writing this to tell you a little about myself as the 
newest co-optee of the MUDSA Committee.

I was born in November 1979 and brought up in 
a small village just outside of Clitheroe. I enjoyed 
a great childhood and concentrated on my two 
passions, Manchester United and sharks. I loved to 
play football and played for various teams throughout 
school although, whilst I was a decent player, I lacked 
the talent to be professional. That didn’t matter 
though as if you love to play you don’t really care. 
From around the age of five it was always about 
United after I was taken to a game at Old Trafford 
by an older cousin. That was it — like most people — 
once bitten by the bug you never look back and any 
other stadium just isn’t the Theatre of Dreams.

I finished school and although my GCSE grades 
were good, I’d decided that college wasn’t going to 
be for me and that’s when I joined the Army. I’d had 
a couple of paper rounds and I’d cleaned at a local 
baker’s, but this was my first real job. For the next few 
years I spent a lot of time away and followed United 
from a far. One stand out memory is of the United fans 
being allowed off duty to watch the 1999 Champions 
League Final in the Block (our accommodation). I 
missed the second goal as I was still running up and 
down the corridor celebrating the first.

We were based in Omagh, Northern Ireland and it 
was a welcome distraction as just over a year earlier 
I’d been involved in the Aftermath of the Omagh 
Bomb. On the 15th August 1998 an explosion 
killed 29 civilians and we helped the casualties and 
cordoned off the area.

I’ve served in many places over the years including 

Germany, Cyprus, Iraq, Canada and Australia but it 
was in Afghanistan in May 2010 when my life changed 
and ultimately, I became a member of MUDSA.

I was a Platoon Sergeant in the Duke of Lancaster 
Regiment when I stood on an Improvised Explosive 
Device (IED). That day I lost both my legs, permanently 
damaged my right elbow and became unable to have 
children amongst other injuries. I was awake through 
it all until the rescue Helicopter dropped me back in 
Camp Bastion where I was put to sleep. I died twice 
on the flight back to England and by all accounts I 
shouldn’t be here — but I am! And after three weeks 
in a coma, four months in hospital and two further 
years of rehab, I started to have some sort of a life 
again. I was helped along the way by the amazing 
medical staff, my family and friends and a wonderful 
trip to Carrington with MUDSA. This was my first 
encounter with them and the lovely Ann Marie and 
also the first time I’d been allowed out of hospital for 
about nine months. For me, personally, it was huge 
and helped me see that I could still enjoy life.

I now finally had the time to start watching my 
beloved United as much as possible — something 
that being in the Army had prevented me doing and 
then finally season tickets were made available for 
disabled fans it was a dream come true.

At the same time, I’d been raising a lot of money for 

Rollin’ Reds welcomes 
new MUDSA recruit 
and former Platoon 
Sergent, Rick Clement

Following injuries sustained 
serving in Afghanistan, 
Rick’s charity work leads to 
volunteering for MUDSA
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Best Liverpool memory? It has to be the 
Champion’s League in 2005.

Favourite all-time Liverpool player? Adam: Luis 
Suarez. Rob: Kenny Daglish.

Favourite current player? Both: Bobbie Firmino

Player you would most like at Liverpool? Adam: I’d 
like to see Messi. Rob: De Ligt - from great young  
centre back from Ajax.

What do you think of Liverpool’s summer signings? 
Fabinho and Keita have added strength to the 
midfield and Shaqueri is another attacking option for 
us.

Who do you think will win the league? Liverpool.

If you could offer any advice to any player - who 
would it be and what would you say? Midfield players 
to be stronger in their tackles.

What are the disabled facilities like at Anfield? Really 
good now we sit in the new stand – the Kenny Daglish 
Stand. We have expanded disabled seating around 
the ground.

Have you been to Old Trafford before? No never 
been to Old Trafford.

What do you think of the disabled facilities here at 
Old Trafford? Fine, good but a bit cramped in the 
Ability Suite but it was very busy.

How do the facilities at other grounds compare to 
here? We’ve been to Huddersfield which was very 
basic. Stoke was good but slow to get out as there is 
only one elevator.

Home and Away
The Theatre of Dreams welcomed Liverpool 

United back in February for a Premier League 

showdown, and Rollin’ Reds caught up with a 

couple of home and away fans for a chat before 

the two dreams drew with a 0-0 result…
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Name: Linda Owen and Julie Stocks

What do you think about the way Man 
United are playing at the moment? At 
the moment are they playing very well. 
Much better than before, now playing 
with purpose.

What will the score be, today? 2-0 to us.

Number of years supporting United: 52 years and 
I’ve only missed six home games!

Earliest memory of United: Earliest memory is 
watching George Best from the Stretford End.

Best United memory: Best memory is the Champions 
League Final in Barcelona in 1999.

Favourite all-time United player: Ole Solskjaer and 
his name is incorporated into my car registration 
number.

Favourite current United player: Jessie Lingard, he’s 
home grown. We like to see young players come 
the through from the youth team.

What do you think of the summer signings 
and who is your favourite? I think the summer 
signings were rushed through United could 
have done better.  

Who do you think will win the league? Sorry 
to say, but I think Liverpool will win the 
league.

Where do you think United will finish in the 
league? I think we will finish fourth may be 
third if Tottenham keep dropping points.

If you could offer any advice to any 
player - who would it be and what 
would you say? It would be De Gea — 
get signing your new contract. 

Player would most 
like at United? I think 
I would like to see 
De Bruyne or even 
Hazard, two great 
players.

Have you been to Old 
Trafford before? Just 
a few times - haha.

What do you think of 
the disabled facilities 
here at Old Trafford? 
Fantastic — second to 
none.

How do the facilities 
at other grounds 
compare to here? 
Newer grounds are 
not too bad. At older grounds we struggle with 
wheelchair access.

Name: Adam & Rob Munroe.

What do you think about the way Liverpool are 
playing at the moment? Really well. Klopp’s got us 
playing good attacking football.

What will the score be, today? I think it will be 2-1 
to us and Sane will score.

Number of years supporting Liverpool? Adam: 24 
years - since he was a baby. Rob: Since 1964.

Earliest memory of Liverpool? Smashing Leeds 3–0 in 
1964 (that would be a good memory!)

DISABLED
SUPPORTERS
ASSOCIATION

DISABLED
SUPPORTERS
ASSOCIATION
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We are committed to offering our 

members fairly priced products with 
all the profits going to MUDSA. 

Merchandise is available on match days from our 
VI rep John Simister in the Ability Suite and also from 
the Club Museum on non-match days.

Fridge magnets £2.00 
Badges and lanyards £2.50 
Key rings (leather) £3.00 
Pens (boxed) £3.00 
Cufflinks £5.00 
1GB USB memory stick £4.50 
SPECIAL OFFER 
Boxed pen OR leather 
key ring AND badge £5.00

KEYRINGS

FRIDGE MAGNETS

MEMORY STICKS

LANYARDS

PENS

MUDSA
Merchandise
MUDSA
Merchandise

BADGES

NEW

NEW


