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The newest member of the MUDSA Committee, 
Nathaniel Yates who we co-opted on to the 
Committee at the last AGM, has been busy and 
he will be starting work in his Junior Ambassador 
role very soon. He’ll be working closely with the 
MU Foundation, paying visits to the Power Chair 
football and Pan disability football sessions on a 
monthly basis.

His role is to encourage the young disabled kids 
to become members of the Club and members of 
MUDSA too. He’ll be giving out some free stuff 
(which always helps) and telling them how MUDSA 
has changed his life for the better.

He’ll also be working with the Foundation’s Alex 
Wilson to meet and greet the young kids that the 
Foundation will be reaching out to in the community.

MUDSA also plans to work with the Foundation 
over the close season. We are going to sponsor and 
fund a football tournament that will be named the 
MUDSA cup. We plan to make this an annual event 
and hopefully some of you will be able to come along 
and cheers the kids on who are taking part.

It’s been a while since I last wrote my piece for the 
magazine. In that time, more progress has been 
made with the Club’s efforts to expand the new 
disabled facilities.

MUDSA members have seen another part of the 
new wheelchair facility being deployed on a couple of 
occasions, in the East Stand Lower, in order to carry 
out more tests. 

This particular section was greeted by a lot of 
online negativity and scepticism last year when the 
plans were first released. The view was questioned 
by some people, saying: “You won’t be able to see the 
goal at the Stretford End”, and also questioning the 
exposure to the elements — as if it wasn’t the same all 
around the main bowl of the stadium. 

The initial reports from the wheelchair members 

who have used it are glowing. 100% positive and no 
complaints that I am aware of. The doubters have 
been proven wrong with the views from it being 

In closing, MUDSA would like to say a big well 
done to the club for the way they organised all 
of the tributes to the Busby Babes on the 60th 
Anniversary of that terrible air crash in Munich.  

The service itself, held in the East stand, was 
beautiful and made even more poignant by the gentle 
snowfall on the day. We will remember them.

Finally, please remember the committee are here 
to serve and represent all the members, so don’t 
hesitate to let us know if you have a problem or just 
want to discuss something. We’re here to help.
Chas Banks, MUDSA Secretary

particularly praised. It certainly looks amazing and 
we’re hopeful of seeing it deployed again later in the 
season.

It does get wet down there when it rains, however 
the new MUDSA Ponchos arrived in the nick of time 
and were deployed to good effect. The only negative 
being that a few people pinched them. Maybe they 
thought we were giving them away, not lending 
them? So, if you do have one at home….could we have 
it back please?

The barrier preventing the occupants of what is 
at the moment the middle tier, to access the Ability 
Suite is still in place while the trials are carried out 
and it’s fair to say it hasn’t been a popular move. 
However, the majority do seem to understand that 
the reasons for doing it are valid and valuable. 

New facilities testing continues with 
East Stand Lower praised by its users 

Nathaniel to work with 
the MU Foundation 
on their community 
outreach projects

Club’s Munich tribute was a touch of class
The MUDSA trip to the AON training centre took place on January 19th and was a huge success. A big 
thank you goes to Ann Marie Lewis and Emma James who organised the trip plus of course the club for 
making this trip possible. You’ll find a report and photos inside the magazine.

Same woderful party with a new name…

The MUDSA “Christmas” party morphed in to “The MUDSA Annual Party” and finally happened on 
March 1st after many frustrating delays due to fixture congestion and then the players going on a winter 
training break. Not something the team have done before. Not that I can remember anyway!

Then of course, on the day we were hit with “The Beast from the East”, which made it impossible for 
many who were due to be there to make it along. The event was a great success as always though and 
with the help of the club we managed to get the Europa League Trophy down there which was a big hit. 
Check out the MUDSA Facebook page for photos, comments and a short video, courtesy of MUTV. 

MUDSA MEMBERS MEET ALL THEIR HEROES AT 
AON TRAINING COMPLEX AND ANNUAL PARTY
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Lucky MUDSA Members meet heroes and 
watch training at AON Training Complex

minutes to watch them train, then everyone came 
back inside and had another hot drink before we 
made our way back to Old Trafford.

At one O’clock we all met in the reception area 
and went on a tour of the stadium with our very own 
dedicated guides. After the tour, Jan from the Club 
had reserved some tables for us in the Red Café and 
we were all given a hot or cold drink and a snack to 
warm up again before the members went for a look 
around the United Museum.

I’d like to thank Max and Claire at the Aon Training 
Complex for arranging the visit, Emma for helping 
me out on the day, Mickey and Albert and MUTV 
for another great Q and A, the catering staff at 
Carrington for putting on a lovely buffet, Damien, 
Steve and Jan at Old Trafford for arranging that part 
of the day, John Peters for taking the photos and, of 
course, all our lovely players and everyone at Old 
Trafford who made us feel so welcome because all 
the MUDSA members enjoyed the day and left with 
memories to treasure forever.

Ann-Marie Lewis — MUDSA Events Co-ordinator

One of the most popular events on the 
MUDSA event calendar is the visit to 
the Club’s Aon Training Complex. 

On Friday 19th January, 15 lucky MUDSA 
members and their carers were invited along to 
United’s wonderful facility to watch training, meet 
the players and have a bite to eat.

Everyone arrived at 10am and we made our way 
to The Jimmy Murphy Centre where there were 
drinks and a hot and cold buffet waiting for us.  Then 
Micky Thomas and Albert Morgan (Sir Alex’s former 
kit man), went around the room chatting to everyone 
until MUTV arrived.  They showed us a video of all 
of the Aon Training Complex, taking us on a virtual 
trip around the place before Micky and Albert did a 
15-minute question and answer session with us.

Then, all of a sudden, all of the first team arrived in 
the room. They were all lovely and had photographs 
taken, chatted and signed autographs for everyone 
before making their way down the steps to the 
training pitches.

We were allowed out on the balcony for about 20 
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1 0 1 He was born in the small city of Tocopilla 
in northern Chile. His father left the family 

when he was young and his mother worked as a 
cleaner. She also sold fish every summer to try and 
make ends meet. Sanchez helped pay his way by 
cleaning cars at the gates of the city’s cemetery. 
He had to knock on neighbours’ doors and ask for 
bread sometimes because the family could not afford 
to eat.

2 Sanchez learned his craft on the dusty streets of 
Tocopilla. It quickly became clear he had a lot of 

potential but his mother lacked the means to provide 
him with a good pair of football boots. So his mother 
turned to the city’s mayor, Aleksander Kurtovic, for 
help and the mayor turned up to Alexis’s house and 
presented him with a pair of football boots.

3 Alexis loves music. In fact, he’s now in charge of 
pre-match tunes in the changing room at Old 

Trafford. Before every match he makes Jose and the 
team sing and dance to Living the Vida Loca, — it’s  
actually written into his contract and he wouldn’t 
have signed for United without this clause.

4Growing up, Alexis would often play football with 
his friends in Chile and it isn’t a surprise that they 

were not as good as him at football. His friends would 
often kick the ball into trees and onto roofs, so his 
friends gave him the nickname ‘dilla’ which translates 
into English as ‘squirrel’ because Alexis was good at 
climbing the trees and onto roofs to retrieve the ball.

5 Sanchez is known to be very generous with his 
money. He’s never forgotten his home town of 

Tocopilla and sometimes hands out presents from the 
back of a truck and gives gifts close to local schools.

6 His plans for a career after football involve 
becoming an actor. Perhaps his girlfriend Mayte 

Rodriguez could give him some tips as she is a famous 
actress, also from Chile.

7 Alexis Sanchez has a street in his home town of 
Tocopilla named after him.

8 Alexis Sanchez is quite literally a road runner. 
While at Udinese in Italy, he once drove into 

town for a shopping trip only to lose his keys. Instead 
of asking for a lift, he ran the four miles back home 
to get a spare set before running back to his car. No 
wonder his pace terrifies defenders! 

9 Alexis Sanchez used his other natural talent and 
his love for dancing to teach Salsa as a part-time 

job when he was 18. 

10 Alexis Sanchez has two dogs called Atom 
and Humber and they both have their own 

instagram page.

Full Name: Alexis Alejandro Sanchez Sanchez

DOB: 19 December 1988

Height 1.69 m (5 ft 6 1/2 in)

Nationality: Chilean

Honours (club): Colo-Colo: Chilean Premiera 

Division: 2006 Clausura, 2007 Apertura. 

River Plate: Argentine Primera Division: 2008 Clausura

Barcelona: La Liga: 2012
/13, Copa del Rey: 2011/12

Supercopa de Espana: 2011, 2013, UEFA Super Cup: 2011

FIFA Club World Cup: 2011

Arsenal: FA Cup: 2015, 2016, FA Community Shield: 2014

Honours (International): 

Chile: Copa Am/rica: 2015, 2016

FACT FILE…

10 things you probably didn’t know about 
Manchester United’s midfield magician

10  THINGS YOU DIDN’T KNOW      

Alexis Sánchez

WARNING:One of these facts might be made up!
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With the calm and smooth manner in which he plays, you could be 
forgiven for thinking that Scott McTominay is a seasoned pro, but 
at just 21 he’s breaking through into Manchester United’s first team 
under the mentorship of José and his senior teammates. And after 
excellent performances against Chelsea and Liverpool, Rollin’ Reds 
is granted exclusive access to interview the Reds’ latest rising star…

Scott
McTominay

EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW

RR: Thanks for talking to us. You’ve just come 
straight from the gym? Little bit of extra training?
SM: Yes. Not working on anything specific. Just 
making sure I’m prepared for the next weekend.
RR: How is the mood around here after going out of 
the Champions League? Is everyone a bit flat?
SM: Yes, obviously. It was a disappointment. The 
whole squad is disappointed really with the result, 
especially off the back of some strong performances 
against Chelsea then to come back against Crystal 
Palace. Liverpool was obviously a positive for us. But 
hopefully we can minimise the disappointment and 
push forward.
RR: I guess you do just have to keep looking 
forwards all the time?
SM: Yes, definitely. The most important thing when 
you are a team is you have to be united. We are 
Manchester United and we want to be positive and 
keep doing our best, always.

RR: So how, as a group, do you deal with 
disappointment? Do you dwell on it for a day, or is 
it just a case of brushing it off.
SM: No, we are professional about it. There are 
times when you can get upset about it, but there 
are times when you just have to say, “This isn’t right. 
We need to do something about it.” You can’t be 
moping around and stuff like that. It is important for 
us to keep moving forward and play as well as we can 
throughout the rest of the season.
RR: You must be proud of your recent 
performances?
SM: Yes, I am. Obviously it’s really good for me that 
I’m playing well at the moment. I wouldn’t be in that 
position, though, if it wasn’t for the manager showing 
tremendous faith in me and being encouraging. He’s 
put me in the team and has started me in big matches, 
like in the Champions League and against Chelsea 
and Liverpool. It’s down to him, really. He’s put me 
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14 Full Name:  Scott Francis McTominayDOB:  8 December 1996Height  6 ft 4 in (1.93 m)Nationality:  English / ScottishAchievements:
United Academy: Since age of 5First pro contract: Signed in 2013First team: Named as sub Vs Swansea, April 30, 2017 

Senior debut as substitute Vs Arsenal, May 7, 20171st Goal: During United’s pre-season tour of the USA against Vålerenga on July 30, 2017

FACT FILE…

in and showed faith in me. Obviously I’ve only played 
a few games. But I want to keep progressing and 
showing the manager that I can be trusted more and 
more and see where that can take me. 
RR: What do you reckon has been your best 
performance so far?
SM: That’s quite a difficult one. We do watch the 
games back, but maybe not as fans would watch the 
game back. We watch a lot of off-the-ball things. 
But the game I enjoyed the most was Liverpool. 
I thought we started really well and Marcus was 
really inspiring. It was great for the team and the 
club, getting the win over Liverpool. There’s nothing 
better.
RR: You’ve become a bit of an overnight football 
star. Has it changed your life? Are you getting 
recognised?
SM: People think that your life has changed, but I think 
it’s very much the same. I go home, see my family, 
have my breakfast and go to training. That’s exactly 
what I was doing last year and you just have to keep 
focused and not get too carried away by anything. 
You just need to keep your feet on the ground and 
hopefully have a great career at Manchester United.
RR: You’re surrounded by big name players. How 
does that feel when you first break through?
SM: As a young player coming in, you look up to these 
guys as your idols. It’s a respect thing. Then you are 
in and around them every day and you get to see 

runs into the box. It’s important to work on both 
your left foot and right foot. They’re all things that 
I’ve been working on in training. So, there are loads 
of things I can improve on, and I’m looking forward to 
improving on them. That’s the life of a footballer.
RR: Michael Carrick seems to be a big fan of yours. 
What’s your relationship like with him?
SM: There have been numerous times this season 
where he’s asked if I want to do a bit of training with 
him. I’m always champing at the bit to train with him 
and to listen and learn from him. He’s been incredible. 
But it’s not only Michael, it’s the manager and staff 
who have been exceptional with me, helping me out 
with little key details I can work on. That’s improving 
my game. 
RR: In the past, Jose Mourinho has praised players 
who keep it simple. Is that your ethos as well?
SM: Yeah. You’re a midfield player, so you need to keep 
the ball moving, keep it ticking and keep it simple. But 
there are times where you have to look up and play a 
killer pass, or a longer ball. It’s about mixing it up and 
not being too safe all of the time. I feel I’m starting to 

them as teammates. That starts to help you more 
and more. I learnt from players like Ander Hererra, 
Paul Pogba and Michael Carrick. Guys like Zlatan 
Ibrahimavic, too. Even though he’s not a midfielder, 
it’s important to learn what we as midfielders can do 
to help a striker. They’ve all been really, really good 
with me. 
RR: Do you get star struck by any of them?
SM: You get used to it. At the start it’s incredible. 
These are guys you’ve been watching play for years. 
But eventually they turn into teammates and you 
have to come together as a team and do the best you 
can as that team.
RR: What do you need to do to stay in the first 
team?
SM: Just keep doing what I’ve been doing over the 
past year. I need to keep working hard and listen to 
everything that goes on in the dressing room, and 
those little conversations you have one to one with 
other players, the manager and his staff. It’s important 
to get every little detail. You have to be listening 
all the time. Hopefully, with that, I can continue to 
perform on the pitch and keep training hard.
RR: What do you reckon your strengths and 
weaknesses are at the moment?
SM: I’ve got weaknesses, like any other player. There 
are loads of players who have little things they can 
work on. I’d probably say that I need to work hard on 
making sure I play forward more and making more 

learn that now. I’m playing a lot more forward passes 
now and starting to turn defences over. I made one 
of the goals against Chelsea and I feel I need to do 
more of that with the tremendous speed we’ve got 
in the front like, with Lukaku, Sanchez, Rashford and 
players like that. 
RR: I’ve noticed in a few games you’ve gestured 
as if to tell others to calm down, or take it easy. 
What’s that about?
SM: There was a time in the Liverpool game, in the 
second half where I thought we were under the cosh 
a little bit and we needed to calm down, keep the 
ball and to have some time with the ball. Liverpool 
were going for it for ten minutes and I thought it was 
important for us to take that sting out of the game 
and just to play simple and start to build more. 
RR: It seems you had a massive growth spurt and 
went from something like 5ft 6ins to 6ft 4ins in 18 
months?
SM: Yeah. There was a time when I was 18 and was 
just starting to stretch. It was a difficult period for me 
and I had coaches probably frustrated that I couldn’t 
train as much. But they were fantastic with me and 
nurtured my time through the youth team, because I 
didn’t play a lot of games. But I’m happier now!
RR: Was it completely natural, the growth spurt?
SM: Yes, my dad was exactly the same as me when 
he was a lad, around 16. He was small as well but 
grew tall. But it just took time and people develop at 
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different rates. Now I just want to get much stronger 
than I am, and quicker to keep improving.
RR: Did you start off as a striker?
SM: Whenever I was playing in the U16s, U17s and 
U18s I was always a midfielder. There was a time last 
season when Nicky Butt asked if I’d be happy to do a 
job for the team, as there weren’t too many strikers, 
so I did. I just wanted to play and get as much game 
time as possible. Then I went back into midfield, 
which is my preferred position. 
RR: What’s Jose like in training?
SM: He works us hard. I don’t think there are many 
football managers who don’t make you work hard. 
He just wants to get the best out of all of us and the 
training is really good. It’s high tempo. There are so 
many winners in that dressing room, too. Everyone 
wants to win, and compete. Training is competitive, 

too, and that’s what you want for the matches. We 
want to go out there and be more competitive in the 
matches. It’s been a good year for the training, but 
also the matches.
RR: Does he shout at the players if he’s not happy 
at half time?
SM: Everyone has moments when they are frustrated. 
But he’s relatively calm and conservative. He just 
wants to get the best out of you, and he’s always 
looking for ways the players react best to. Sometimes 
if that means raising his voice then so be it. But if it’s 
calm and speaking to the player, that’s what he’ll do.
RR: Do you have any match day superstitions? 
Lucky socks or anything?
SM: I’m a big fan of routine. I always go to bed at the 
same time, always eat the same things on match day. 
I’m in a routine that I’ve been doing for a few years.
RR: What’s the best way to play against Man City? 
Is it to go for it and attack, or to defend and try to 
counter attack?
SM: That’s a tough one, because you have seen times 
where teams have got at City and they’ve been 
exploited. I just feel that whatever way the manager 
feels is the best tactic, or way in which he chooses for 
us to play, you have to go with it. With any team we 
have to stick to whatever game plan we’re told to go 
for, and go for it 100%. I trust the manager and all the 
other players trust the manager. He knows best. It’s 
Jose Mourinho, one of the best managers in world 
football. He knows what he’s doing.
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QUIZ TIME

Can you find all the players? To make it more difficult, the players’ 
names listed in red have been replaced with a clue to their identity

Are you a Manchester United mastermind? Let’s see how 
many of these you can answer correctly (answers below)

Saha
Nani
Shaw

Butt
Mata
Golden Balls

Lukaku
Law
Carrick

Giggs
Charlton
Zlatan

The King
Matic
Buchan

Pearson
Owen
Martial

Thomas
Ginger Pele
Fellaini

1 Who was Manchester United’s top goalscorer in 
the 2016/17 season?

2 Who scored Manchester United’s second goal 
against ajax in the 2017 Europa League Final?

3 Who is Manchester United’s record signing?
4 Who was Sir Matt busby’s first signing as 

Manchester United manager?
5 Who scored Manchester United’s winning goal in 

the 1985 FA Cup Final against Everton?
6 Who scored the winning goal for United in the 

FA Cup Final in 2016 against Crystal Palace?
7 How many appearances did Sir Bobby Charlton 

make for Manchester United in his career?

8 How many goals did George Best score for 
Manchester United?

9 Which current player wears the number 16 shirt 
for Manchester United

10 How many goals did Wayne Rooney score for 
Manchester United?

Answers:

1: Zlatan Ibrahimovic, 2: Henrikh Mkhhitaryan, 3: Paul Pogba, 

4: Jimmy Delaney or you can have Jimmy Murphy for this 

answer because technically Sir Matt appointed him as assistant 

manager before he sign any player, 5: Norman Whiteside, 

6: Jesse Lingard, 7: 758, 8: 179, 9: Michael Carrick, 10: 253

21      MUDSA QUIZ



22
Old Trafford’s Manchester Suite was buzzing on 
Thursday, March 1st as it played host to the most 
exciting day in the Manchester United Disabled 
Supporters Association (MUDSA) calendar — the 
recently renamed Annual Party!

As you will see from the gallery, a fantastic time 
was had by all and as usual, all the first team players 
came along to meet members and their guests, have 
their photos taken and sign everybody’s goodies!

MUDSA members voted for Marcus Rashford as 
their Player of the Year because of his outstanding 
performances in the previous 12 months and the 

award was presented by Ricardo Dotolo, Ann-Marie 
Lewis, and Matthew and Debbie Meredith.

We would like to thank all the players who attended 
the party, a tradition which is now in its 28th year and 
is the most popular event in the MUDSA calendar.

Rashford voted Player of the 
Year at MUDSA Annual Party
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I started coming to the games when I was 10-years-
old and they have been some of the greatest times of 
my life as a United supporter. Here’s why, I have seen 
some great games against Liverpool, City and other 
clubs. I made some great friends over the years in the 
Phil Downs Ability Suite. The events that Ann-Marie 
and Chas put on every year are amazing including the 
Annual Party and Carrington trips where you get to 
meet your heroes. To meet Wayne Rooney, Ruud van 
Nistelrooy, Paul Scholes, and Ryan Giggs amongst 
others made me star struck and I was amazed how 
normal and down to earth they all were. MUDSA 
gave me these opportunities to achieve my dreams.

The Phil Downs Ability Suite

The Phil Downs Ability Suite is a safe place where 
disabled fans can meet up, chat, and get a snack and 
a drink before and after the game. It has two big-
screen TVs where they show the matches that are 
on before United play. They have a low counter kiosk 
to purchase snacks and drinks from and this makes it 
accessible to all disabled supporters.

 Accessible Seating Area

My first memory of the accessible seating area 
was when I came out from the Ability Suite and 
noticed the wheelchair platforms are elevated so 
the supporters have a great view of the pitch. I sat in 
row RR which has plenty of leg room, because row 
RR is for ambient supporters that need easy access 
to seat without any obstacles, this meant I could 
easily get in and out to go to the toilet. You can also 
go into the Ability Suite at half time and met friends 
in safe environment. I thought after my first game as 
a MUDSA member having seen the disabled facilities 
at the Theatre of Dreams, they are very impressive, 
and the football wasn’t bad either.

Cup Finals

I went to my first League Cup Final in 2006. I 
remember on the way there sitting next to Chas 
Banks (MUDSA Secretary) on the specially-adapted 
coach which had a wheelchair and even a place to 
make tea and coffee. Manchester United would 
play Wigan Athletic at the Millennium Stadium. I 
remember the roof was closed for the occasion. The 
Reds beat Wigan  4–0 and I remember being thrilled 
when getting back on the coach to come home. On 
the way back we were going onto a dual carriageway 
and the coach driver nearly took a wrong turning on 
the other side of the road but we all had to redirect 
him back. What a day out I thought.

The New Wembley

In 2007 the first FA Cup Final was going to 
be played at the new Wembley so I prayed that 
Manchester United would get there — and we did. 

class, some real footballers not like that rubbish he 
watches at wastelands. It was a great day and I felt 
like the luckiest boy in the world, I thought this had to 
be better than school.

Changes within the club

I’v been going to Old Trafford for 14 years and 
I’ve always had a sense and belief that MUDSA and 
Manchester United strive to succeed. They never 
rest on their laurels so in 2017 when the new plans 
were announced for more disabled access, such 
as new wheelchair spaces in the Sir Alex Ferguson 
stand and in the Sir Bobby Charlton stand. There 
would also be a new Changing Places facility with a 
hoist for people who may need that facility.  I think 
these changes are brilliant because this will allow 
more disabled supporters to attend matches. At the 
Basel game on the 12 September  Manchester United 
also unveiled a new retractable wheelchair platform 
in this Sir Bobby Charlton stand. I got shown round it 
and sat down on one of the seats — the view looked 
superb from where I was sitting.

The MUDSA committee

When I arrived in 2003 as a MUDSA member I 
quickly knew how MUDSA was run. I got introduced 
to the Committee and there were six members at the 
time. Phil Downs, MBE, was Secretary and Disability 
Liaison Officer, Chas Banks organised events, Des 
Turner was editor of Rollin’ Reds magazine, Sue 
Rocca was treasurer, Marian Calland family events 
organiser and Richard Higgins events organiser. 
They all did and are still doing a brilliant job. 

My MUDSA Committee Dream

It had always been my dream to join the MUSDA 
Committee. I had asked a few times is there a 
job available and I was told no or if there is it will 
be announced at the AGM so I sent an email to 
Chas Banks MUDSA secretary to ask once again. 
I remember one day coming back from visiting a 
relative and the phone rang my dad answered it and 
I heard a conversation taking place between my dad 
and someone else. I did not know who that someone 
else was yet, so my dad said: “I’ll put Nathaniel on”.  
It turns out it was Chas and he said to me: “Your 
application to join the MUDSA Committee has been 
accepted”. I couldn’t believe it, I would be MUDSA 
Ambassador which meant that I would be looking 
after young people coming from the Foundation’s 
Outreach Program, writing for and handing out 
Rollin’ Reds magazine. I am really excited with my 
position and I thought I could now achieve something, 
being part of the biggest, oldest and best disabled 
supporters’ association in the world. I hope I can 
carry on the good work of MUDSA like the rest of the 
Committee. Dreams can come true in the end.

We would play against Chelsea so I applied for a 
ticket and was successful! I was excited to see the 
new facilities at Wembley for the first time. We got on 
the coach and I remember it taking ages to get there, 
suddenly we  got our first glimpse of Wembley with 
the arch. My dad and I walked round the stadium to 
our entrance and we got an impaired view. I seem to 
remember sitting behind the goal and lots of people 
were standing up in front of us so we couldn’t see and 
we had to ask people to sit down. United would go on 
to lose the game courtesy of a Didier Drogba winner. 
Ryan Giggs had a shot that we all thought crossed 
the goal line to score but it was ruled not to have so 
it didn’t count. It was one of the most boring games 
I have watched, unfortunately, but in the end I was 
glad to have visited the new Wembley.

The 2009 Christmas Party

The Christmas party is a great event on the 
MUDSA calendar. Members have to apply every year 
in order to stay on the waiting list and generally get to 
attend once every four seasons — it was my first time 
in 2009. I remember it was supposed to be in 2008 

but the players were in Japan for the club World 
Cup over Christmas due to the fact they had won 
the Champions League in Moscow so the Christmas 
party was in January. However this did not dampen 
my spirits as this was the champions league winning 
team with Ronaldo, Rooney Giggs and Scholes to 
name but a few. I felt really lucky because I thought 
that was the best team Manchester United have 
had in years and I was really excited to meet all the 
players. I bought a poster and football cards to get 
signed. We had breakfast and we were sat there 
chatting to other members happily when Mark Jones, 
the compere for the day, announced the players had 
arrived. I remember having a lot of pictures taken 
with them and getting a lot of autographs. I was 
thrilled with my Moscow winning team poster, it 
looked really good signed by the whole first-team 
squad. I took my uncle Steve that year because you 
could bring a guest. He’s is a city fan who brought me 
to the Celtic game because my dad was ill and to say 
thanks, I thought I would like him to see some real 

My MUDSA memories
By Nathaniel Yates, 

MUDSA Ambassador

Meeting the players at 
my first MUDSA Annual 
Party, and (above) joining 
the MUDSA Committee

Meeting RvP, and 
(below) my first visit 
to the new Wembley
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At the start of the 2017/18 season Manchester United Foundation relaunched its flagship social 
media initiative, #UnitedandMe, by sharing Hannah’s story.

Following the success of last season’s campaign, during which fans were introduced to a 
number of inspirational young people whose lives have been impacted by the Foundation, 
#UnitedandHannah tells the story of a 19-year-old powerchair footballer who is living  
her dream.

Hannah has cerebral palsy and started playing powerchair football in 2012, after her condition 
left her unable to play on her feet. Last year she joined the newly-formed Manchester United 
Powerchair Team, launched in partnership with the pre-existing Sale United club, through the 
Foundation’s Inclusive Reds programme.

“My favourite thing about powerchair football is just 
being able to play football on a level playing field 
where disability isn’t a barrier,” says Hannah. “I am 
currently the only girl in my club but I get no special 
treatment – other teams used to think I was an easy 
target, but they soon learnt looks can be deceiving!”

Powerchair football consists of a team of four players 
using specialised electric wheelchairs with a large 
front bumper to control and hit an oversized, heavy 
football to score goals.  The sport is rapidly rising in 
popularity, credited to the fact it offers opportunities 
for all abilities.

Through Manchester United Foundation, Hannah 
and her team have received various experiences. They 
were invited to the legends match in September 2017 
between Manchester United and Barcelona Legends, 
and they even had a special guest join them for 
training one day: first-team defender Eric Bailly.

“It was great to meet Bailly,” Hannah says. “It was 
really entertaining to see a top class player trying to 
control the powerchair!”

“Being part of the club has really helped me in many 
ways,” she continues. “I have gained more wheelchair 
control, which I am able to use in everyday situations, 
and I have more confidence in my own abilities. I have 
learnt to be part of a team and have made friends 
with people who have similar disabilities and of a 
similar age who have the same interests and enjoy 
nights out.  

“I’m a normal 19-year-old girl; I just want to be the 
best I can be.”

Hannah’s film is available to watch on the Manchester 
United Foundation YouTube channel, where you can 
also find out about other inspirational young people 
involved with Manchester United Foundation.

You can find out more about #UnitedandMe by following Manchester United Foundation on 
social media and looking out for the hashtag.

“I’m a normal 19-year-old girl; I just want to be the best I can be.”
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Inclusive Reds participants and MUDSA 
members got the chance to travel in style 
to see Manchester United vs Arsenal at 
the Emirates Stadium, thanks to a new 
service launched by the Premier League in 
partnership with the Jumbulance Trust.

Manchester United’s 3-1 win at Arsenal  
was particularly special for the group of 
United fans who travelled down from Old 
Trafford to north London with ease and 
comfort in a Jumbulance, a cross between 
a coach and an ambulance.

A Jumbulance has space for wheelchairs 
and stretcher beds, and provides travel for 
children and adults with disabilities or serious 

health issues. The Premier League has started 
a five-year sponsorship of the accessible 
Jumbulance service, which will involve the 
Jumbulance being made available for match 
day travel for disabled supporters who are 
heading to Premier League away fixtures, as 
well as club community groups. 

Before the match the United fans joined in 
activities with their counterparts from Arsenal 
in the Community at the Arsenal Hub next to 
Emirates Stadium, and they were surprised 
to meet BT Sport pundit and former Red 
defender Rio Ferdinand, who joined them on 
the Jumbulance and interviewed some of the 
Inclusive Reds participants.

Jumbulance makes Emirates win even 
more special for Manchester United fans

Under 16 PAN-disability training 
Fridays 7.00pm–8.00pm

Adult PAN-disability training 

Fridays 8.00pm–9.00pm

Teams play monthly games in the Greater 
Manchester Ability Counts Leagues.

Manchester United Foundation also 
supports Powerchair football 

Thursdays 5.00pm–7.00pm at Moss Side 
Millennium Powerhouse

For more information about Manchester United Foundation and Inclusive Reds, please  
contact Alex Wilson, disability sport and inclusion officer, on alex.wilson@mufoundation.org. 

Manchester United Foundation currently runs Ability Counts, a PAN-disability football 
programme for all ages, abilities and disabilities at The Cliff Training Ground.

Marco, who attends Manchester United 
Foundation’s Ability Counts programme, said, 
“Today has been amazing, the Jumbulance 
was really comfy and gave me my first 
opportunity to go to an away game – it also 
had good WiFi!
 
“I never thought I’d get the chance to meet Rio 
Ferdinand, it was amazing.  He asked me who 
my favourite player was and what I thought 
the score would be at the match and I joked 
8-2 after the famous match!”

Rio said, “The bus is unbelievable; I love it. 
It’s given these guys the chance to come 
down here when they might not normally 
get to come to these type of games, so it’s an 
unbelievable service and setting.”

Richard Scudamore, Premier League Executive 
Chairman, said, “We hope that sponsoring the 
Jumbulance for the next five years will help 
make going to football more accessible for 
fans. Not only that, but we are now able to 
offer club community teams who are running 
Premier League and BT Disability sessions 
the opportunity to travel to meet, play and 
socialise regularly.”

Inclusive Reds is Manchester United Foundation’s new disability sport initiative. Funded 
by BT Sport and the Premier League, Inclusive Reds aims to provide equal sport and 
physical activity opportunities for all.
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Favourite current player:  Jonathan Hogg his is 
very tenacious.

Player would most like at Huddersfield: You won’t 
like to hear this but Kevin De Bruyne, great all round 
player.

What do you think of Huddersfield’s summer and 
January’s signings and who is your favourite? Haven’t 
seen much of Alex Pritchard so can’t comment yet.

Who do you think will win the league?  City can’t see 
anyone catching them.

Where do you think Huddersfield will finish in the 
league? 17th Hopefully!

If you could offer any advice to any player - who 
would it be and what would you say? Tom Ince show 
no fear and have ago because he is a talented player 
but lacks confidence.

What are the disabled facilities like at Kirklees 
Stadium? They are ok but we usually arrive at the 
ground 15 minutes before the match so go straight to 
our seats.

Have you been to Old Trafford before? Yes to watch 
Rugby – Bradford Bulls.

What do you think of the disabled facilities here at 
Old Trafford? Unbelievable, easy access to food with 
your own counter. You can watch football before 
the match. The stewards are very helpful. It’s very 
homely.

How do the facilities at other grounds compare to 
here? Manchester United by far the best.

Home and Away
The Theatre of Dreams welcomed Huddersfield 

Town back in February for a Premier League 

showdown and Rollin’ Reds caught up with a 

couple of home and away fans for a chat before 

United went on to win 2-0…
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Name:   Michelle Watson.

What will the score be, today? 2 - 0

Number of years supporting United: 34 years.

Earliest memory of United: Cantona Kung Fu Kick.

Best United memory:  Winning the treble and going 
to see the parade through Manchester.

Favourite all-time United player:  Who else but 
Cantona, special player with an aura around him.

Favourite current United player: Juan Mata. I have 
met him, he’s a lovely man and great with the fans.

What do you think of the summer signings and who 
is your favourite? Sanchez Great signing. He will 
bring experience and goals.

Who do you think will win the league? Sorry 
to say but City.

Where do you think United will finish in 
the league? Third we are not consistent 
enough. They keep dropping points were we 
shouldn’t.

If you could offer any advice to any player - 
who would it be and what would you say? All the 
players need to run a bit more and not back off.

Player would most like at United: Neymar. He 
would bring class and goals.

Have you been to Old Trafford before? Yes I’ve 
been coming since I was 
six years old.

What do you think of the 
disabled facilities here at 
Old Trafford? Amazing 
because we have the 
Ability Suite which is 
warm and a safe place to 
meet. The staff are really 
helpful and nice.

What do you think of the 
new plans announced last 
season (more accessible 
spaces etc)? It will be a good 
thing as it will give more 
people a chance to come 
and experience a live game.

How do the facilities at other grounds 
compare to here? We have been to 
Goodison and it wasn’t very good, we are 
spoilt at Old Trafford.

Name: Les and John Clifford (father and son).

What will the score be, today? 5-1 (Les), 4-0 (John).

Number of years supporting Huddersfield:  46

Earliest memory of Huddersfield: The match 
against Bradford Park Avenue in the West Riding 
Cup 46 years ago.

Best Huddersfield memory: The league 2 play-off 
away leg against Brentford. The place was full of 
Huddersfield fans including the four pubs around the 
ground. Great day out ,great atmosphere.

Favourite all-time Huddersfield player:  It would 
have to be James Morrison McGill a midfielder who 
made 164 appearances (Les). My favourite is Frank 
Worthington (John).

DISABLED
SUPPORTERS
ASSOCIATION
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We are committed to offering our 

members fairly priced products with 
all the profits going to MUDSA. 

Merchandise is available on match days from our 
VI rep John Simister in the Ability Suite and also from 
the Club Museum on non-match days.

Badges and lanyards £2.50 
Key rings (leather) £3.00 
Pens (boxed) £3.00 
Cufflinks £5.00 
1GB USB memory stick £4.50 
SPECIAL OFFER 
Boxed pen OR leather 
key ring AND badge £5.00

KEYRINGS

MEMORY STICKS
LANYARDS

PENS

MUDSA
Merchandise
MUDSA
Merchandise

BADGES

NEW


