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Rollin' Reds is
now on Facebook!

elcome to the third and final
edition of Rollin' Reds for the
2014-15 season — a Sseason

which in football terms has been filled with
both pleasure and pain that we could talk
about all day; suffice to say here, that Rome
wasn't built (or rebuilt) in a day and that all
Manchester United fans need to be patient.

Before talking about what's inside the
magazine | feel | need to offer my apologies.
In previous seasons we've
managed to produce four
editions of Rollin' Reds but
last season and this season
there have only been three
due to delays which have
sometimes been my fault but
in many cases have been out
of my hands.

However, they say the best
things are worth waiting for
and we do have an action-
packed edition for you, so
here we go.

Back in March we launched
Rollin' Reds on Facebook —
a private group for MUDSA
members to get together
and share their experiences,
stories, and photos online.

We sent out an email to all members (who
have email addresses) and so far, the feedback
has been really positive. But don't worry if you
haven't got your email — there are details of how
you can join the Facebook group on pages 17 to
20 along with a fantastic gallery of photos which
people have already shared.

Along with that we have all the usual features
in the rest of the magazine including our very own
Chas Banks and Phil Downs who'll bring you up
to speed with everything football and MUDSA
related respectively on pages 5 to 9.

I've compiled list of 10 things you (probably)

didn't know about Rafael da Silva — like, for
instance, did you know he started his career as a
striker? Read all about it on pages 10 and 11.

Now, for more than 20 years I've worked as a
graphic artist and web designer and since picking
up the reins at Rollin's Reds, I've had to learn to
interview people as well which can be nerve-
wracking — especially when the subjects are
world-famous footballers. However, a few weeks
ago | had the pleasure of chatting with United's
former kit man, Albert
Morgan, who is an absolute
gentleman full of fascinating
stories — some of which he'll
never share due to loyalty to
his former colleagues, but
you can read the ones he did
share with me on pages 12 to
16 and if you only read one
thing (apart from this — make
sure you don't miss it!).

Not long after recovering
from my accident in 2006 |
started playing wheelchair
rugby and soon after, a shy
16-year-old boy came and
started training with my club.
His name is Myles Pearson
and he turned out to be pretty
good at the sport — so good,
in fact, the Great Britain squad took him aboard
and he went on to play at the London 2012
Paralympics. He's since started studying for a
degree in sports journalism and so | feel Rollin'
Reds is the perfect platform for him to hone his
skills with his very own disability sport column
starting in this edition on pages 22 to 25,

Last but not least we have The Kids are Alright
with Kevin Christie who, I'm happy to say, has
been with us for two full seasons. Make sure
you read his insightful guide to United's up-and-
coming youth team players.

Jamie Leeming — Editor

How do you solve a
problem like...

talked about going on a winning run. Of

course, this was the kiss of death and we
immediately lost to Southampton by the
odd goal. Doom!

However, we did pick up again until getting
sunk by a deflected Shelvey goal at Swansea and
losing all three points again. Two steps forward
and one back!

A comfortable 2-0 win against Sunderland
followed by a huge piece of luck that gave us the
win at St James' park courtesy of Ashley Young's
cool and calm finish at the death.

Ashley's improvement seems to have come
along just at the right moment. A confidence
player who seems to have benefited from Louis
van Gaal's management, Ashley has now pretty
much nailed down his place in the team just in
time for the rat race, as our manager calls it, for
the Champions League positions.

The other player who has suddenly found his
niche in the team is Marouanne Fellaini. Against
Spurs, back in March, he terrorised the Spurs
centre backs and created all kinds of
havoc in midfield. With one superb
left foot finish and one definite
assist to boot, he was afforded
the man of the match by our very
own Gary Neville. Rightly so in my
opinion.

United might finally
look like the team we
all dreamed they
could be when LvG
arrived. Playing
fluid, progressive :,1
and most of all &
fast,  attacking
football, they
put Spurs to
the sword and
the game was
over inside

In my last team talk in early January, |
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35 minutes. Not what most of us had expected
as we wheeled out at the start of the game and
certainly the best half of football we'd seen in a
long, long time.

A massive part of the rejuvenation in my eyes
was LvG somehow (maybe by accident) falling
upon the right team choice. Blind at left back was
superb. In turn, this gave Carrick the chance to
play in front of the back four — his best position.

Carrick playing there gave Herrera confidence
and he played his best game for us so far. His
performance was mirrored by Mata having his
best game of the season on the opposite side of
the field. Add Rooney playing in his best position
(as a striker) and Jones and Smalling completing
a game together for the first time this season plus
a solid performance from Tony V, and we had lift
off! Simple game this football isn't it?.. All just a
question of balance.

Unfortunately that leaves us with a big question
for Anfield. Do we play Mata or Di Maria?

To paraphrase Rodgers and Hammerstein,
“How do you solve a problem like Di Maria?" and
what's gone wrong with him in the first place?

Well, it might be the attempted burglary at
his new home which caused him to move his
family in to Phil Neville's old apartment in the city
centre. Or, it might be the lack of a winter break
for the first time in his career, or it might simply
be the amount of football he's played with last
years World Cup coming straight after his
man of the match performance in the

Champions League final.

Personally, | have no doubt he will
prove to be a good buy, but at the
moment it's a question that only LvG
can answer. Let's hope he gets it

right as the victory at Anfield has put
us in prime position for Champions

League football next year.

Who wants to watch football
on a Thursday night anyway?
Chas Banks — Deputy Editor
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‘%_-f_‘ | efore going onto the stodgy stuff, let's
; talk football! Suffice to say this season
seems to have been strange.

The forlorn faces of last season have been
pretty much transformed but a degree of
confusion lingers whilst everyone settles down
into their new roles.

Most of us are wondering about the formations,
who will stay or go and will we win anything.

A cold Monday night in Preston took us part
way to one of those potential goals! Despite the
despair and the ‘oh no not again' feeling that
drowned everyone as Preston North End scored,
it ended up being a convincing win for United

United have
had mixed
fortunes so
far, from the
highs of the
away at Presto
inthe cup to

disappeared with Danny Welbeck benefiting even more hope for cautious optimism.

based on the second half performance which,
again, saw a switch back to 4-4-2.

After the 6th round draw it looked like we
could beat Arsenal at home and thoughts drifted
towards Wembley. Alas, a trip to Wembley
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As most members know we will be adding a bit of
the 25th Anniversary theme to this year's MUDSA
events with the keynote event being the MUDSA
Annual Dinner which is always held around the
end of October or early November.

It won't be long before we start thinking about
the ten pin bowling challenge which will more
than likely take place at its home of recent years,
Parrswood Leisure Complex. An announcement
will be made soon by Ann-Marie and Sue Rocca.

Q&A evenings

We are desperate to restart the Q& A evenings
with two of the first team squad as these were
understandably really popular. At the moment
we are at a disadvantage as so many things have
changed but please be reassured we are asking
all the right questions to get this going again.

Resumption of trips to the Aon Training
Complex is another of our major targets. This is
undoubtedly joint top in the popularity charts
when it comes to our members wish lists (the

from a defensive slip. Obviously we came out
and tried to balance the books which only gave
Arsenal more room to manoeuver in.

On the plus side the consistency and bite is
coming back into our Premier League form giving

The last Q& A evening, in 2012, with Carrick and Chicharito

other being the Christmas Party). At the moment
we don't have any quality information to pass on
to you but hopefully that won't be very far away.
As we bask in a bit of summer sunshine (only
Jjoking) we will make another trip to the dog races
at Belle Vue. This time we intend to do it in style
and we already have the details about our own
separate room with a great view of the track

Finishing in the top four is the Valhalla for
this season but probably rated somewhere |
around 50/50 at the moment although it has
to be said those pushing just behind top four |
seem to be staying uncomfortably close!

which comes with fans ready to circulate the air
in the unbearable heat of the British summer,
whichever day it falls on!

Once the fixture lists are announced we will be
able to exactly pin point the date of the MUDSA
Annual Dinner which will undoubtedly be a
special occasion this time around.

MUDSA documentary

We have already started two significant pieces
of work to a build up to the event in the hope that
we can recognise the 25th Anniversary of MUDSA
in the most befitting way. MUTYV are assisting with
a MUDSA documentary which will hopefully take
us back through the years and highlight some
of the landmark moments, in addition we'll be
producing a book on the history of MUDSA and
the plan is for everything to come together at
much the same time.

As you can tell, the committee are working
hard on trying to make the 25th Anniversary
memorable in recognition of all those who have

.

been involved over the years. There is one thing
to mention here that you can help us with..have
you got any very early photos of any activities
MUDSA undertook?

We would dearly love to have as much of this
memorabilia as possible so please, please, please
let us know if you have anything and hopefully
we will be able to take copies of what you have
and then let you have everything back..it would
be amazing if a lot of MUDSA members could
play their part in making this special for everyone!

Socialise with
MUDSA online

Most of us know there are two sides to the 21st
Century phenomenon of social media. MUDSA
already has a Facebook and Twitter presence
through which we feed out as much information
as possible in an attempt to keep all of our
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members informed of dates to note or fixture
changes or almost anything else you can think
of. On one side of the divide these platforms can
be used for the genuine good of everyone and
powerful pressure groups can be formed almost
overnight. That's very often a positive thing but it
can also work the other way.

When MUDSA emerged 25 years ago the
facilities at most football grounds were quite
basic but, then again, there were only ever a small
percentage of people with severe disabilities
falling into the category of ‘complex needs' so
expectations weren't massively high.

Medical revolution

Things have changed. Thankfully there
has been barrier after barrier broken in
what can be described as one medical
revolution after another, no one ever
thought for a moment the genome would
be fully mapped for decades but it was
cracked by February 2001.

That's only one example of the strides
made by the elite medics at the very top of the
tree but the impact on venues such as football
stadia, concertvenues, etc., can only be described
as significant due to the tremendous surge in the

numbers of people with multiple and complex
disabilities. Only stadia built in this
millennium could possibly benefit
from developing an understanding
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MUDSA is now on both Facebook and Twitter

of this new paradigm and anticipate
how things would look in this ‘new reality.

If you place the ‘new reality’ alongside the
debate about the ‘social and medical models of
disability’ you have the seeds of a ‘super debate’
that goes on within the world of disability. On one

side of the debate we have a group of people
who honestly believe that people with disabilities

should be able to do anything anyone else does
without any kind of barrier getting in the way; |
on the other side of the debate you have the £

practitioners who are doing the best they can do

with the tools they have which is squeezed into |
a world where resources are becoming even |4

scarcer than ever.

Thinking ahead

Real change takes time and barriers will be '

broken down eventually but in the meantime
expectations keep growing without the
realisation that reality can never and will never
be able to move as fast.

The only thing we at Manchester United ¢

can be certain of is we will never stop thinking
ahead and anticipating the next best move.

The MUDSA members are a treasured

part of the club and everything around you
shouts that out loud and clear.. there isn't one

stadium in this country with better facilities for
disabled fans than Manchester United with the &}

exception of those shiny new stadia built within

the last two decades and even those venues '
aren't 100% perfect.

ARE YOU IN
. FORAWIN?

Here's a list of recent winners who've picked
up prizes on the half-time draw and 100 Club:

100 CLUB 2014715

Jul14 Steve Williamson
Aug 14 David George
Sep 14 Emma Simister
Oct 14 Sandra Hamilton
Noc 14 Bryan Aldred
Dec 14 Bob Whittaker
HALF-TIME DRAW 2013/14

26.8.13 Chelsea
14.913 Palace
17943 Bayer Lvksn.
25.913 Liverpool Anthony Furber
28.9.13 West Brom Courtney Boden
101013  Southampton Gary McCOriston
231013 Real Sociedad Kate Jarvis
261013 Stoke Richard Haselgrove
201013 Norwich Nigel Huxley
10.11.13 Arsenal Edna Jackson

Pat Crowley
Des Turner
Annette Struthers

Everton Mary Hooper

Newcastle
Shaktar Dnsk.

Alan Donaghue
Thelma Duffin

Kate Jarvis
Gareth Clarke
Paul Hegerty
Margaret Orourke
Jon Lyons
Joseph Smith
Julie Hall

Alan Rayment
Edna Fletcher
George Payne
Paul Parkinspn
Mick Lee
Steven Oldham
Penny Macey

221213 West Ham
1114 Spurs
5114 Swansea
11114 Swansea
20.1.14 Sunderland
28114 Cardiff
16.3.14 Liverpool
10.3.14 Olympiacos
Man City
Bayern Munich
Aston Villa
26.4.14 Norwich
4.514 Sunderland
6.5.14 Hull
HALF-TIME DRAW 2014/15
16.8.14 Swansea Steven Madders
QPR Chris Grethe
27.9.14 West Ham Ann Marie Lewis
51014 Everton Maurice Downey
261014 Chelsea  Sian Atherton Grifiths
81114 Crystal Palace Gary Heil
201114 Hull John Cullum
141214  Liverpool Paula Wood
261214 Newcastle lan Porter
11115 Southampton Gareth Ash
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And finally...

There seems to be much to be proud of at Manchester
United if you are a disabled supporter. The best and most
comfortable facilities are what we are known for and that's
why people comment
about their ‘best ever
matchday experience after
visiting this famous club.

At every level within
the club, the staff at
Manchester United bend
over backwards to support
MUDSA and the fans we
represent so we offer our
sincere thanks to the club
and all within the club for
the amazing consideration
that's been afforded to us
over the last 25 years.

Best wishes,

Phil Downs, MBE

|
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Disabled fans enjoy some of the
best facilities in the country at
old Trafford from the spacious
wheelchair platforms to the
comfort of the Ability Suite

.
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Rafs
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10 things you didn't know about
Manchester United's boy from Brazil

Rafael began playing football at the age of
1ﬁve. He started his career with amateur side

Boa Esperanca, playing as a striker and was
spotted by Manchester United scout Les Kershaw,
who remarked that he and his twin brother, Fabio,
reminded him of “two little whippets".

Rafael ranks in the top 10 for dribbles by
2Premier League defenders this season,

embarking on a dribble every 34.53 minutes
— the ninth-best figure.

brother, was booked fora foul committed by

Rafael in United's 2-0 League Cup victory
over Barnsley. Manchester United appealed and
The FA agreed it was a case of mistaken identity,
transferring the card over to Rafael.

30n 27 October 2009, Fabio, Rafael's twin

Rafael and Fabio hold Portuguese
4citizenship and it's rumoured they were
approached by national coach Carlos
Queiroz and asked to play for Portugal's senior
side. However, On 26 July 2010, Rafael was called

up to the Brazilian senior team for the first time,
ending any hopes the Portuguese had.

Fluminense, both Fabio and Rafael are
actually supporters of their fierce local
rivals, Botafogo.

5Despite starting their careers playing for

Pereira da Silva, used to play for América-

MG in Brazil and Brescia in Italy, but moved
with his wife to England when the twins signed
for Manchester United.

6The twins' elder brother, Luiz Henrique

Since signing for
United in 2007,
Rafa's attacking
style has made him
a fans’ favourite

=L Réds| THINGS YOUDIDN'T KNOW Rafael da Silva
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xplaining another case of mistaken
7 identity, Fabio explained why Rafael was
wearing a pair of boots embossed with
“Fabio™ when he played at Craven Cottage back
in 2013. Nike sent the “Fabio” boots to Manchester
and the “Rafael” boots to Fabio in London. ‘It
happens”, he says. “People have been mixing us
up since we were born."

and according to one interview he says he

8Rafael is older than Fabio by two minutes
is “The Boss."

Until Fabio's loan move to QPR in 2012, the
twins had never spent more than two days
apart.

Rafael was with his wife at the birth
1001‘ their daughter and said: I was

extremely excited. At first | felt a little
weird, but when | held her in my arms, | was all
silly and could not believe what was happening.
It was the biggest thrill | ever had in life. It is a
unique feeling. Something bigger than being in

the field or winning a title — something you can
not explain.”
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lbert Morgan's been there for many
A:)ri: the United greats. Not only dld he
ake sure all the players had f
right kit for each match, training se: _’__ : &’
and event, he's also been there for the
through thick and thin. \
Be it celebrating with them durit
monumental 1999 Treble-winning Se:
getting the players he calls “sons“ out of sc

sweatshirt and the tralnlng tq
He's a Manchester United &

and quite rightly so. He's also a Ma.

United legend, even.if he \%ldln't /ant

calling him that.. = _--
RR: First of all, tell us about the job of |
What does it involve? = -

It's changed a lot nowadays with
the foreign players coming in, but whet
started in this job you knew a o
players' families, their love lives, their girlfriends,
wives.. You knew everything about them. Iti/

like they were sons to you and you built upfthis
relationship with them. It was-great-andi is.
It's a good position to be in. You're in char all
the kit, making sure they've got the rlg‘ht‘k_t—at the
right time. That might be from the suit they weéar
to arrive to a match, to the actual kit they wear
for the game. We don't have to take the kit home
and wash it, though! We have laundry ladies here
and someone who's in charge of the kit for the
academy, which is a job in itself. That is dealing
with lads from eight years old, and you're dealing
with the parents too. He gets mums coming up
to him asking, "Have you got a bigger shirt for my
little Joe.” That's another side of it that has grown
and grown and it's a massive part of the operation.
RR: So there are four people involved now?

Oh there's more than that. We have another lad
who looks after the dressing room side of it. He
spends a hell of a lot of time here. One thing about

st
_the ‘.\' y

and family. You live here. I've slept hererl've g
out of the door on Monday and I've no n
home until the following Saturday some weeks
That's the kit man'’s life!
RR: But it's not a bad career, eh?
It's been great. It's been a fantastic life. All the
travelling around is enjoyable, although tiring. It's
been a tremendous ride.
RR: How did you get into it?
| worked for Ford before. The guy who had
the job before me, Norman Davies, a lovely man,

retired when he had to retire at 65. | used to work -
with Norman at Ford when | was 15 and he and *

me became best friends. | had many a hiding off
Norman, but it never did me any harm. | used to
knock around with Norman socially, and came to

ee him when he worked here. | would
let him know | was having a bad day. One day, right
out of the blue, he rang me up and said, “This job
of mine here.. you're not having another bad day
a(é you? | want you to have it?" | thought he was
: ‘“‘messmg around. His next words were, “Get your
w arse around my house tonight. I'm retiring and |
\ need to sort someone that | want to have the job.
| know | can trust you, | know you can doit, | know
you're hard-working, see you later" So, | went
round that evening in shock. And that's it.
RR: | take it you were a United fan then, too?

Oh yeah. But | never thought of it like that. I'd
worked at Ford for 30 years by then and it was
going to be a big change. | was very comfortable
at Ford and this chance was a big wow! But I've
never regretted it. Everyone at the club has been
great to me. It's been great. I've put a lot back into

o

salt in his
cks: | never
nd out why

- this job myself, but Manchester United is a great
"_institution to be involved in.
'RR: And what's your role with the club now?

s to play

I'm an ambassador for the club now, and very
proud of that | am too.
RR: What's involved in that?

You meet a lot of people. I've done a bit of
travelling, not too much, which suits me as | think
I've done enough over the years. If the club say

to me will you do this or that, then I'll say yes and

take enjoyment out of it because everyone wants
to know about Manchester United.
RR: And | bet you've got a lot of stories, too?
Yes! You can make people laugh about those
stories and it's something that I'm really enjoying
and I'm very proud to say I'm an ambassador.
Sometimes | get a bit embarrassed when
people start winding me up about it. They start

13
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talking about legends at the club. I'm no legend.
Someone like Bryan Robson is a legend.

RR: You might not see it like that, but a lot of
people see you as a legend here.

That's the bit | get embarrassed about. The
players are the legends here. Not me.

RR: Do you get recognised at all?

Yes, | do. That's very nice. That's a compliment

when people ask for your autograph.
RR: Over the years you must have seen plenty of
stuff that the press would love to know about.
Is one of the main parts of the job keeping your
mouth shut about the things you've seen?

Well that was one of the reasons that Norman
wanted me on board. One of his rules, and | stick
to it even now, was the three wise monkeys. You
say hothing, see nothing and hear nothing. Yes,
there are certain situations where you have to
be like that. My best friend calls me James Bond,
because there are certain things you just don't
talk about. That was one of the things that Sir Alex
Ferguson was very keen on, and the club as a
whole. Nowadays, with social media everything is
soinstant. Many a time he phoned me up and said
bring a box, Albert, and collect the lads’ phones.
Take the phones off them, he'd say. They'd all
complain, but have a laugh with me. But that was
the boss's way of keeping it all within the club.

I-laugh at it now when | do see players who
have taken a photo.on the coach, not only at this
club, but other clubs too. Years ago; when- little
things would get out, Fergie would say, "How the
hell did that happen?”

But even he would admit he'd have no chance
keeping things within the club now.

RR: Isn't it part of the club's wider exposure now
to grow the fan base, to allow some of this stuff
to go out on social media now?

Wellyeah, because that's the way of the world
right now. But | think in many a case, the way it
was done before is the way it should be. The
fans know too much. | like it the way it used to be.
The last tour | went on, when David Moyes was
here, one of the girls in marketing came in while
I was preparing the kit. “Excuse me, what are you
doing? There are no players here” | said. She had
a mobile phone in her hand with the video going,
and said: “Oh, I'm servicing the Twitter account.”
| told her to Twitter off! But that was just the
beginning. Sir Alex and | are from a different era.
RR: Did you play much football growing up, and
to what standard?

Yes, amateur level, very amateur level. But | got

Albert’'s been with
the club since 1996

into this job through Norman, not through playing.
RR: You've been with the club since 1996, the
most successful period in the club's history. Do
you have to pinch yourself sometimes?

Actually, I've been at the club since 1993 l've
been the kit manager since 1996, but | worked
with Norman as his apprentice. And, yes, | do
pinch myself. Remember, when Norman first
started, he worked under Tommy Docherty
and all of that lot. They won the off FA Cup, but
Norman created the job of kit manager. He put it
on the map. He started putting numbers on the
kits for training. Then the kit manufacturers used
to come in and it evolved where the players had
a T-shirt for warming up, a:sweatshirt for this and
that. Now it's the £770million deal we've just got
with Adidas. It's gone from nothing to that level, in
40 years, which is a big thing:

RR: How close are you to the team? Do you get
to know the players quite well?

We get to know the players well. They are a
different breed of player nowadays from when
| first started. They're all still very, very nice
lads. | can name on one hand the people who |
personally found awkward. But you get that in all
walks of life. But we've been lucky here. We've
had great lads here. That was one of the things
Sir Alex used to go into. No matter how good a
player they were, and what his attributes were,
he'd go into their background and if he thought
there was some baggage he didnt like he
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Albert's been involved
with many trophy wins,
including the Carl.mg
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wouldn't proceed. He'd have a good look at their
character. He was no fool there.

RR: Have there been any players over the years
with strange kit rituals or superstitions?

One or two. Cantona was one who sticks out.
Eric'was a different class of player and person. He
had little rituals. He always wanted the same pair
of socks. Washed, mind you! He had a black pair
and a white pair, depending on which kit we were
wearing but he always wanted the same pair. He
also always used to put salt inside his socks. |
never found out why! | used to call him salt and
vinegar feet..to myself!

RR: It must be difficult when players leave?

It's-terrible. That's the worst part of the job.
I've had more players cry on my shoulder than
anything. You do shed a tear. That's the sad part.
It's when they leave this great club. No matter
what the circumstances. When you spend the
amount of time as the staff do with the players,
some of them are almost like your family. They
knew they could trust me, like Sir Alex knew he
could trust me. I'm proud of the trust I've had
from the players all through the years. Since I've
retired, I've had many offers to do a book. I'lLnever
do that. What's happened has happened. Not a
lot has happened, but it goes no further. I'd never
betray trust. People say that | must have loads of
funny stories. Yes, | have, and | tell those that | can
in my role as an ambassador, orwhen I work in the
Platinum Suite. But | very rarely mention names.
But I won't do a book. No way would | want to get
anyone into any trouble. | want to be able to walk
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into Manchester United until the day | die, with my
chest out and my head held high. I'm proud to still
be involved in the club, and that's the way | want
it to stay.

RR: | found a video of you on YouTube, greeting
Ronaldo when he came back here with Real
Madrid. It looked like an emotional reunion. Is
he your favourite and, if not, who is?

A kit man can never have favourites, but you
just get involved with certain people. The old
gang, the class of '92, they would say that me and
Peter Schmeichel were joined at the hip. Peter
and | are great friends, as | am with all the boys.
But the attention | had to give Peter was one step
above anything, because he was so demanding.
All of the lads latched onto it and gave banter.
But there have been loads of lovely guys here.
Beckham is-a big friend of mine, Scholesy, Nicky
Butt.. | love him to bits. Patrice Evra, Ronaldo.. Me
and Ronaldo text each other most weeks. They're
almost like sons. I'm involved with the legends
games that we run, and when some of the lads
come back they'll always have a bit of banter.
“Aye, aye, Albert,” they'll say. “Are you still alive!”
Brilliant! When | had a heart bypass, they all came
in to see me. One of the lads came in with three
pieces of wood in his hand. "Which one of these
do you want for your coffin?” He joked. It's been a
good laugh. Banter gets you through.

RR: Just going back to Ronaldo. There's the
famous Nike advert with you wearing Ronaldo’s
kit. Did you do all your own stunts?

[Laughs] What are you trying to say, that | can't

15



16

EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW Albert Morgan | Réds

kick a football? I'll leave you to come to your
own conclusions. It was great fun, though. The
number of kids when it first came out who came
up to me was incredible. They asked me to show
them how to do keepy-uppys!

RR: If you could relive any moments or specific
periods of time from your career, what would
they be?

If | could relive the month before we won the
league, FA Cup and Champions league in 1999.
That month was unbelievable and we've
had many a good moment after. The
place was just buzzing. The adrenaline,
you could taste it and smellit. | had that
much going through my head, | don't
know how | did it. | had a good team
with me and we all worked hard, but it
was amazing. | remember the match at
home when we won the league against
Tottenham. Spurs went 1-0 up and Becks
levelled before half-time. | remember
the boss at half-time telling Teddy
Sheringham he was coming off. Teddy's
face was a picture. He wasn't happy. But
Sir Alex said that Andy Cole will go and
get us the win.. and he duly obliged.
Then it was the FA Cup final in the build-
up to the Champions League final in
Barcelona. You just knew we were going
to win the FA Cup against Newcastle that
day. We could have played Arsenal, Liverpool
and Newcastle all together at Wembley, and we
would have won. We were that confident and
playing well. We never really got out of second
gear and won 2-0. That night we went to have a
relax together and the manager gave the most
unbelievable speech. Even now, the hairs on the
back of my neck stand up when | think about it.
He got a standing ovation. We went to Barcelona
on the Monday. We went out on Concorde. We
didn't play all that well in the final, but even going
into those last three minutes you knew.something
was going to happen. When it did, and we won
it, it was just magical. We won it in 2008, which
was great because we were playing Chelsea and
there was the dramatic end with the penalties.
But 1999 took some whacking.

RR: Any bad memories?

We've had a few disappointments, like against
Leverkusen in the semi-final of the Champions
League in 2002. We had the chance to play Real
Madrid in the finalin Glasgow, and Sir Alex wanted
that. | mean really wanted that. He wanted to go

to Glasgow with his team, but it just didn't happen
and we were gutted. It was a bad night. That was
one of the big hurts. I'd put that on a par with
when Man City won the Premier League. We
were playing in Sunderland, and just as our game
had finished Aguero got that lucky goal and they
won it. But the highs far outdo the lows in my job.
RR: Have you kept much memorabilia — shirts
or whatever and, if so, what are your favourites?

No, not really. I've got a few pictures. Sir Alex

gave me anice painting of the Champions League
final in Moscow, but I've not got much else.

RR: Finally, there have been a couple of spelling
mistakes on shirts over the years, most notably
“Andesron” and “"Beckam”. Do you get the
blame for those?

The Beckham one, we used to have the shirts
shipped out to get the printing done. That day,
Becks was on the bench and | used to take two
long-sleeve and two short-sleeve to the game.
Out of the four shirts | took, | was unlucky to pick
the one that was spelt wrong. When Sir Alex told
him he was going on, and he took his sweatshirt
off, | could have died. | was sat right behind him
and | saw it then. It was too late then. You check
the shirts, but you become word blind!

Then, with Anderson, that was another when
an outside source did it. | remember Tomasz
Kuszczak, too. He nearly killed me once. There
was a “Z" missing on one of his shirts once. He
was getting texts and emails from all over, so he
went mad about it.

We do the printing now.
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UDSA has finally brought the
Mmagazine kicking and screaming

its way into the wonderful
world of Facebook!

In future editions we'll be using Facebook to
ask you to contribute your photos, letters, stories
and maybe even some questions to ask the
players when we interview them.

Visit www.facebook.com/groups/rollinreds
to getinvolved — and here's a selection of photos
already submitted, just to get us started!

; John and
! Rosemary Cullum
at Xmas party

Jack Barns,
: MUDSA
~~ Christmas Party

Julie Stocks, -
MUDSA Christmas
Party 2014

Julie Hall with Rafael
at the Christmas
Party 2014
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Jamie Dooner -_.'- =k
with Fred, 2011
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April Hunt, Dallas and -
Phil Chase, Annette and

cHEVROL Padraig

Cameron Struthers, Natalie o S April I:|unt and Sir - with Fred § &
and Lynn Reeves, Sean * Alex. MUDSA Annual | the Red
Jeffreys at the MUDSA [ i A \
Bowling Challenge 2014 !

Gladys and Terry
Wood, Christmas
Party, 2014

(. Alex Nield with the
Y MOTD and Sky pundits s
at The Football Hotel =

B

Peter and Mick Carson, Aon B
. Training Complex, 2013 (The only
- thing on Mick's bucket was list to -
meet Sir Alex and the team, and
= he passed away in 2014)
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Nicky Grice-Foweather
and Paddy MUDSA
Annual Dinner, 2014

Franca Di Sessa,
Manchester United
Foundation, charity Santa

run, December 2013
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* Ann-Marie Lewis, Liz Edwards -

+  and John Nield at the MUDSA
J Bowling Challenge 2014

“FM >

—

r

E!J‘-"-"" Penny Macey and her F [ ————

husband with Paul | Blind at the MUDSA
Rocca at the MUDSA : : b r? . Christmas Party 2014 -
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Joe Nugent with
sons Keith and Colin,
MUDSA Dinner, 2014

Amanda Baxter and her .It'- :
{ family at the MUDSA ;
Bowling Challenge 2014 o

Tom Cragg and
Courtney Boden

Phil downs
and his sister

Chas and
Shirley banks

.



MUDSA
Merchandise

Mike and bill Baeten, el
+' Manchester United v wk( g e
f Liverpool 14/12/2014 il
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Badges and lanyards £2.50
Key rings (leather) £3.00

pnieeardo Dotolo, Pens (boxed) racele;

Party, 2014 Cufflinks £5.00 - L

1GB USB memory stick £4.50 L
SPECIAL OFFER |
Boxed pen OR leather
key ring AND badge £5.00

Helen Hotchkiss, Sophie
Hotchkiss, Karen Maycox
and Danielle Maycox at the
MUDSA Annual Dinner, 2014

Tom Em.rEnét;c‘.’
Man Utd v

CLEARANCE ITEMS:
ALL ITEMS BELOW ARE £1 EACH WHILE STOCKS LAS

-

Jean and Brian
Lloyd with Lou
Macari

Stephanie Bisceglia,
MUDSA Christmas
Party, 2009
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Welcome

contributor to the Rollin' Reds. Born in Ashton-under- i

Lyne into a family of both Liverpool and Manchester City i
supporters (really sorry), football and sport has always been a
huge part of my life and when | got the opportunity to write for
the Rollin' Reds, | couldn't turn it down.

Being born with a disability myself (Arthrogryposis to be exact), it
has occurred to me down the years that disability sport in the North
West is extremely difficult to access. | was lucky enough to find
wheelchair rugby which led to me competing at the London 2012
Paralympic Games, but for many disabled people ‘up norf’
it's a different story. Hopefully with this section of Rollin'
Reds | can inspire as many people to get involved
in disability sport as possible; whether that's
competing, coaching, being a mechanic, officiating
or even just helping out — the possibilities are If
endless. '

Hello all, my name is Myles Pearson and I'm the latest :.';,J,

Confidence

Wheelchair Rugby has opened many doors
for me. I've travelled the world, met amazing
people, competed at a home Paralympics and
all of this by the age of twenty-one!

It's difficult for me to imagine a life without
sport, and it has certainly broadened my
horizons, whilst also giving me a new found
confidence. All in all, sport has been the
best thing that has ever happened to me.

I'm currently taking some time away
from the Great Britain elite squad to focus
on my studies at Southampton Solent
University. It's a long way from home but
having my roots embedded within the
North West has enabled me to create
a connection with Manchester United
and Rollin' Reds. I'm studying Sports
Journalism with a view to becoming a
writer for a top newspaper or magazine,
so | hope you enjoy my section!

Life down south has been challenging
to say the least. The football isn't quite as
good and nor are the mugs of tea, but | know
that without wheelchair rugby | wouldn't have
been confident enough to have made the jump. .~
Fortunately, | now play club wheelchair rugby = #
for Southampton Solent University alongside™

________

Since Myles Pearson found the
game of wheechair rugby, life has

considerably. A new-found confidence, new
friends, world travel and even playing at the
Paralympics... Could you follow in his tracks?

London 2012 teammate Aaron Phipps. Having a
familiar face has definitely helped the transition!
So what's happening in this month's edition?
We have an interview with Great Britain
wheelchair rugby star, Alan Ash, we also have

information about how you could get involved.
And each edition in future I'll be bringing you as
much infermation as possible about the world of
disability s ou can either get involved as a
player or DPO ‘.l" or fan. Enjoy!

Wheelchair rugby is exciting
for anyone who gets involved

In 1990 aroad traffic accident left a seventeenyear old paralysed from the chest down and threw
a potential football career down the drain. Twenty-five years on, four Paralympics down and two
European Championships won, Alan Ash is one of the most decorated wheelchair rugby players
in the world. Rollin’ Reds catches up with the Wolverhampton-born athlete for a chat...

MP: Firstly, how are you and how has training
been?

I'm really well and training is intense. In order
to prepare for my upcoming domestic and
international duties we have been doing a lot of
strength conditioning off the pitch and in the gym
to make sure we are peaking towards our best for
the upcoming tournaments.

MP: How did you get involved with wheelchair
rugby?

In 1990 | was involved in a road traffic incident,
which resulted in a spinal injury, during that time
| got to meet the GBWR coach at the time, Brian
Warrell, and he was the one who introduced me
to the sport and the things | could achieve.

MP: How has wheelchair rugby affected your life
away from the court?

The health benefits of wheelchair rugby being
a super sport, requires a range of strengths such

-

as endurance to keep going, but also strength
with control of the chair and riding the tackles. But
as well physical, the social scene has affected my
life from having a team around me, and seeing
how they lead their lives and it is a path worth
following — even just for the people | have met.
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MP: What is it like to pull on that GB vest?
When | was younger and the first time | pulled

on the vest | probably felt goosebumps, but now

I'm a seasoned player internationally it feels more

a part of me, like a uniform that | wear and | think

it always will be as long as I'm playing.

MP: What medals have you won?

| probably would be here foreverwith youllisting
the actual amount | have, but the major titles
and medals | have won are two Gold European
Championship Medals, 10 National Champions
Medals and four European Cup Medals.

MP: Who is your sporting hero?

Daley Thompson. Mostly because he
performed 10 disciplines and it was about not just
being great in one, but all. The dedication it took
to be that committed, is something | and | think
everyone should aspire to. | also see myself as
all-rounder in my game in the same way.

MP: What do you hope to achieve in the future
with wheelchair rugby, both on the international
scene and the club scene?

Internationally we have the European
Championships in Finland and I'd love another
gold medal in that especially. At club level, the
European championships in Germany, of which
we (West Coast Crash) are current titleholders
and | wish to continue that reign as the top
European side. And of course we have Rio 2016,
which is on the horizon, and possibly my last
Olympics and | really want to bring an Olympic
medal home, which has alluded us so far.

MP: What would you say to anyone who's
thinking of giving wheelchair rugby a try?

To anyone who is newly injured and thinks
negatively towards the physicality of wheelchair
rugby, | would say just forget the barriers. We
are all different in our injuries and this is a life
changing sport in so many ways and can make
a big impact in every aspect of your life and give
you focus and drive.

MP: A little birdie has told me that you're a
Manchester United supporter; do you get to
watch the Red Devils often?

I'm actually a Wolverhampton lad and that is
my real team, but as a youngster | was a United
fanatic. | had posters on that wall — the whole
thing really, but sadly I've never seen them live.
But they're still my favourite Premiership team.
MP: Who's your favourite ever Manchester
United player and why?

When | was young it was Steve Coppell but

now | would say it's Ryan Giggs. They were both
wingers known for their speed and determination
aspects of their games which | really try to
replicate in my sport as well.

MP: How would you describe your own style of
play?

Thoughtful and aggressive but wholly
economical. | put that down to my experience
that | know what to do and at the right time.

MP: For anybody who has never seen wheelchair
rugby, how would you describe the game once
known as ‘Murderball'?

| know it wasn't a particularly friendly name
but | think the name is attractive to people and |
think powerful in the sense that, on the internet,
people love the idea of searching for this illusive
sport called murder balland finding a sport that is
recognised professionally and has its own world
championships.

MP: You play for West Coast Crash but is there
a national league and how many teams are
involved?

Inthe UKthere are three divisions of wheelchair
rugby. We are currently top of the Premiership
Division and each division has around 15 teams.
MP: Are there opportunities for people who
don't want to play wheelchair rugby but still
want to be involved?

The website has all the listings from volunteers,
bellboys, referees, coaches and loads more for
anyone to be involved. We are a great community
and always looking for people who want to help
out and become a part of Wheelchair rugby both
domestically and nationally, and that goes for all
ages and abilities.

MP: Is there anywhere we can find out more?

Check out the GBWR website. It has loads of
information, from how to get involved at your
localteam, the current squad and staff, calendars
of upcoming events and so much more. Also our
social media pages are always giving out new
information of GBWR as it happens.

MP: Is there anything else you'd like to say?

The whole experience is really exciting for
anyone who wants to get involved. If anyone
wants to just come along to watch, the coaches
are birilliant at getting people involved and we
have a great balance between beginning sessions
before we go full contact which can be a bit
daunting to a new players. The great community
at GBWR means that we can accommodate
different chairs for different disabilities and if we
don't have it, another club will and we will work to
get it just for you. Because we are a great support
base for all, and the community really matters for
us and is essential for us to keep growing.

MYLES PEARSO

MORE INFO

Wheelchair Rugby is the only full-contact
disability sport around. It can be brutal to
watch, fast paced and certainly isn't for the
faint hearted. But don't let that put you off,
the team camaraderie and social aspect is
fantastic and another reason why it's the
fastest growing disability sport in the world.

Like everydisability sport thereisaclassification
process that every competitor must go through;
though if you are able to push a chair then you
are eligible to play! It's a fully inclusive sport and
both men and women can compete. Each player
is given a classification depending on the level of
their disability and this goes from 0.5 being the
most disabled to 3.5 being the least.

The sport once dubbed ‘Murderball is a
combination of ice-hockey, American Football
and Basketball. At any one time only four players
from each team are allowed on court, with
unlimited substitutions at any time of the game.
Wheelchair rugby is played indoors and on a
hardwood court with the same measurements
as a regulation basketball court. Players must
bounce or pass within ten seconds and each
player must progress out of their own half within
12 seconds. Contact between wheelchairs is
permitted, and forms a major part of the game.
However physical contact between two athletes
isn't. Wheelchair rugby games consist of four
eight-minute quarters but if the ball goes out of
play then the clock is stopped.

Within the North West there is only one
Wheelchair Rugby club, West Coast Crash.
Crash who are based in Southport are one of the
best teams in the country and have a glowing
reputation of developing young, talented,
enthusiastic athletes. The young side, captained
by veteran Alan Ash have made a flying start to
the league and currently sit top of the ‘BT Super
Series Division 1', unbeaten.

GET INVOLVED

In the north west, contact West Coast Crash,
6 Weld Road, Southport, PR8 2AZ
www.westcoastcrash.co.uk

Email: cs@westcoastcrash.co.uk

If you are from further afield and would like to find
a wheelchair rugby club in your area then visit
gbwr.org.uk for more details.
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In the chase despite average form

Although United’s performances haven’t always been breathtaking, we’re still on target for Champions League

he evenings are getting brighter,
I Cadbury's Creme Eggs are back in the
shops and the daffodils are beginning
to poke their sleepy heads up through
the soil, so you don't need to be Sherlock
Holmes to figure out that spring has sprung.
Yes, Christmas has been and gone and the
Easter Bunny is hard at work in the gym
readying himself for his big day out and we
are edging into the final third of the season
after a whirlwind few months.

It is fair to say that the new year started with
more of a whimper than a bang as a good run of
results masked some stunted and far from fluid
performances. January's defeat to Southampton
left United with the same points tally from 21
league games as David Moyes had managed
(37. just in case you were wondering) and Louis
van Gaal came under intense media scrutiny
for arguably the first time in his reign so far.
Journalists and reporters labelled him stubborn
and pig-headed for allegedly abandoning the
Manchester United tradition of playing free-
flowing football with a flat back four and pacey
wide men. Yes, some team selections have raised
eyebrows and Van Gaal has indeed tinkered with
the team’s shape on a regular basis but it strikes
me as hugely ironic that the very traits that the
Dutchman was lauded for upon his arrival are
now being used against him.

Just last summer Van Gaal was celebrated for
his unshakeable self-belief and his confidence in
his own abilities and, better yet, not only did he
talk the talk but he could also walk the walk and
silence the doubters by pointing to his proven
track record. Now, as we enter the closing stages
of the season, United remain on course for a
return to the Champions League despite never
having really clicked into top gear at all. Call me
foolish but I, for one, would call that a positive, not
a negative. Van Gaal possesses both the ability
and the strength of character to make it work
and we shouldn't lose faith just because things
havent clicked automatically. As transitional
seasons go, this one could indeed turn out to

| Outstanding contributions from
| q young players like James Wilson
have helped make this season a
success for Louis van Gaal

be very much in keeping with the Manchester
United tradition - by ending with silverware and
a return to the top tier of European football. For
now, grinding out the results is enough - all the
rest will fallinto place. In Louis we trust.
Speaking of trust, it's fair to assume that Louis
van Gaal has every faith in the abilities of this
season's breakthrough stars Paddy McNair and
James Wilson. Wilson is now a regular in the
matchday squad and it was nice to see the young
forward notch his first league goal of the season
in January's 2-0 defeat of QPR at Loftus Road,
while McNair's assured defensive displays this
season have seen him rewarded with a new deal.
As for their former team-mates in Warren
Joyce's Under-21s, their patchy form continued
over the festive season before picking up a little
in recent weeks. They ended November in style
with a resounding 5-0 win away at Blackburn
(substitute Joe Rothwell, on in place of the injured
Josh Harrop, netting two goals) before closing

ety

the year with a 1-0 defeat at Southampton in early
December - Joyce's boys looking all set to seal a
valuable point until they were undone by a last-
gasp winner.

2015 opened with a lively 1-1 draw at Carrow
Road as the returning Josh Harrop grabbed the
equaliser, while a trio of home games in recent
weeks has resulted in three successive 2-1
scorelines - United coming out on top in two of
them.

New signing Victor Valdes made his reserve
team debut in the late January clash with rivals
Liverpool and while he was unable to mark the
occasion with a clean sheet, goals from Nick
Powell and Paddy McNair made sure of the
victory.

Unfortunately, however, United followed that
up with a disappointing defeat at the hands of
Fulham. Powell again opened the scoring to
register his second goalin eight days but it wasn't
enough as Joyce's side were undone by two

second half strikes and The Cottagers took all
three points back to London.

A third successive home outing then saw
United overturn a 1-0 deficit against Chelsea to
seal the win — Andreas Pereira’'s equaliser being
followed up with a late winner from skipper Tom
Thorpe, whose headed goal completed a rousing
comeback.

Meanwhile, Paul McGuinness's Under-18s
were in fine form this winter, playing out an
entertaining scoreless draw with Liverpool in
early December before sealing their place in the
Fourth Round of the FA Youth Cup when an early
goal from 16-year old forward Zach Dearnley saw
United overcome a spirited Bury side at a rain-
soaked Old Trafford. They then closed 2014 with
a splendid 2-0 win at Stoke City where young
forward Marcus Rashford (below) continued
his impressive form this season by grabbing
both goals.

McGuinness's boys made a spectacular start
to the new year by winning three on the bounce
in January - a convincing 3-0 win over Hull
ensured safe passage to the next round of the FA
Youth Cup before Rashford and Dearnley again
hit the headlines as United came from behind to
thrash crosstown rivals Man City 5-2 in the derby,
Rashford bagging a brace yet again and Dearnley
continuing his superb scoring streak
by netting for the third time in four
games. Yet another Josh Dearnley
goal then set United on their way
to a fifth successive victory as
McGuinness's side continued
their excellent recent form with
a 2-1win over Blackburn Rovers
at Carrington.

Unfortunately, the junior
side’s bubble was burst in early
February as they were dumped out
of the FA Youth Cup by a plucky Spurs
side who ran out 3-1 winners at White Hart
Lane - yet another goal for young Rashford being
the only bright spark on an otherwise forgettable
day for United.
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I look ba g can see my life was going

nowhere. nchester United Foundation
has given me the boost and ambition to

change my life completely.
Steven Boyd, ball boy and Street Reds participant.

CHANGING
DUNG LIVES
HROUGH FOOTHALL %

GET INVOLVED WWW.MUFOUNDATION.ORG

@ facebook.com/manchesterunitedfoundation () @MU_Foundation chundatwn



