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THE PLATFORM \/ith Jamie |

elcome to the first Rollin' Reds
WOf the 2014/15 season and the

first edition in the era of our new
Dutch master, Louis van Gaal.

It's been an exciting summer and an exiting
start to the season but I'm not going to spend
much time on all that has happened over the
last few months because we have lots of articles
in this magazine where others will make much
better points than | could.. Suffice to say that
myself and the whole MUDSA team would like to
offer a warm welcome to all who have recently
Jjoined the Manchester United family.

So then, what have we got in store for you?
Well, we have all the usual
fantastic stuff we normally
produce for you but with a
bonus of what is possibly
the best free giveaway in
the history of publishing — a
poster worth a cool £150m,
but I'll come back to that
later.

As you may have noticed
already, we've had the
crayons out for a bit of a
redesign to brighten things up — hope you like it.

Chas Banks has had a busy summer with the
seemingly endless work he does for MUDSA but
has found time to craft three articles — the first of
which you will find on the opposite page.

As usual the boss, Phil Downs, shares his
thoughts on the latest United dealings and
business and shares the latest updates and all
you heed to know about MUDSA on pages 6-7.

| started this article by saying | wouldn't spend
too much time on everything that's happened
this summer but one thing | feel this magazine
has been missing is a news and gossip page, or,
as | have entitled it, ‘News & Opinion’, which is
my opportunity to share things which I've found
interesting or just to get a few things off my chest.
You can read what | have to say on pages 8-9.

olling
°

And the Reds go
marching on, on, on!

On pages 10-11 you can read a few things that
you might not have known about our new midfield
wizard Angel Di Maria. Chas has been what | can
only describe as ‘dangerously’ excited about our
new Argentinian and I'm sure if you've seen him
play for the Reds you'll understand why.

In the centre pages you will find what is
possibly the best free giveaway in the history of
publishing — a free poster worth a cool £150m —
or at least the players featured are, and if you're
lucky enough to attend the MUDSA Christmas
Party this year you might be lucky enough to get
your copy signed by all the players featured.

As usual | would like to thank John Allen at
the Aon Training Complex
for organising a player for
Chas and | to interview.
In the past we've always
known in advance who it
would be but this time it
was a surprise.. We didn't
know until about two hours
beforehand that we would
be interviewing Ander
Herrera and we were both
over the moon as we feel
he's one of the most exciting new stars at Old
Trafford. You can read what he had to say to
Rollin' Reds on pages 14-17.

We have a book review for you on page 19
which delves into some of the successes of
Manchester United's early years and would make
an excellent gift for a Red this Christmas.

On pages 20-21, Kevin Christie, brings you up-
to-date with all things non first team and as ever,
we thank him for his contribution.

Turn to page 22 and check out the gorgeous
new MUDSA pens which are available from John,
Ann-Marie and Liz on match days and I'll wrap
this up by offering my thanks to all the people
including our proof reader, Des Turner, who
contribute to the making of Rollin’ Reds.

Jamie Leeming — Editor

What a difference

Réds | TEAM TALK \Vith Chas

a year makes...

article | wrote around the same time
12 months ago and here we are again
with a brand new manager, but this season
we have six new players instead of one.
United also have a much kinder opening fixture
list and a more optimistic outlook.
Most of us look back on last season as a bit of
a disaster, yet we put more points on the board
in the first few games last year than we have this
season. However, most United fans | speak with
feel more confident that we are moving in the
right direction than at the same point last season.
Why?.. In what is widely considered to be
a results-driven game, the fans (although not
deliriously happy) seem to be willing to embrace
the belief that the club is improving and that
things will get better soon.

Before writing this, | took a look at the

Quality

Again | ask, why?.. My theory is that first and
foremost Louis van Gaal looks and sounds like
a Manchester United manager. Especially in
press conferences! He arrived at the club fresh
from a successful World Cup with Holland and
immediately looked and sounded at home. In
fact, he looked as though he owned the place!

Secondly, the club suddenly found the wallet
it had lost down the back of the couch, opened
it and started spending. Six new players in one
window! All of them top quality internationals in
their prime and ready to go.

| was in the bathroom cleaning my teeth when
my wife shouted: “Who's this Falcao that United
have signed?” | nearly choked on my toothbrush.
Falcao, are you sure they said Falcao, | asked?
She was and sure enough a day or so later, there
he was wearing the number 9 shirt that has been
vacant for so long.

Finally and the most convincing reason for
optimism was some of the football we have been
playing. Even with all the injuries (an incredible 10
players out at one point!) And having to use kids

from the under 21s we are playing some stunning,
progressive football.

Of course it's devastating to lose to Leicester
5-3 when you've been 3-1 up and hit the bar,
but we know the reasons why. The injuries, the
newness of players.. do you remember how
rubbish Evra and Vidic were when they first came
to United? Pallister too for those old enough. Plus
of course the referees. How was that not a shove

New boss Louis van Gaal exudes confidence and belief

on Rafael against Leicester? How did West Ham
get away with kicking lumps out of us, but Wayne
getsared?

I'm beginning to think the refs have got it in for
us. Getting their revenge for all the times Fergie
harangued them from the touchline!

Still, bad refs or injuries will not stop us once
we've got more of the squad recovered and
available for selection and the defence solid
again. It's clear we don't have problems going
forward now and the team are getting to know
each other better with every game.

| really do believe.. Things can only get better!
Chas Banks — Deputy Editor




! , o I ' e
| et i \ | ~Ye ¢ a L L - -
. * .5 ' & -1'T' el .
' P LR Thoy ! " . i ""'r{ A 'il' LA s 714 ;
L 'f, # : r'.l T ...;I"_"f..r v :-“#:f& ‘-1‘ d :.‘ L . . AL S r
§ % b= T v Xy y y ! g
¥ .. ‘ .I -?.. i.‘ F\d v \ " 1I .'E t.' W .\n II | % ..'_.‘. .I'a'- .‘,_:‘_"I'- 1{ . v t",‘,'l.""l o J (. f
i "!J',I‘. R .‘. '.l JII I.";I' .{d’..] ‘ r *1:“ [ " '1 it e I’:;.a“.“‘i. ::" :..':‘ ) \ﬁ:' y 1I-
"""f': ! I. _)_‘ . 5 M 1 ‘r-" | ||| -;}1. i o572 | = 1Y ‘ oy ‘-i -'u'f-, '
AU ) | \: A a5 )
s L NN ) S S R
| Tk | Tl !
v e f--_ "L f I“' Lol gy PN g e "‘;"'
N T ST LA ey o T
-u\i._ L .lh‘;'i*-‘\”f"xiﬁ AL i ‘I'L a0 H'IL'.‘_ L nﬁ.‘-. Lizelt 1.1 AT * l“.

break for the new manager... diving in
at the deep end then heading straight
on tour to the US of A!

After reading allthe column inches about Louis
van Gaal this seems to be his style! On behalf of
all MUDSA members we would like to extend a
very warm welcome to Louis. We wish Louis and
his staff all the very best in achieving the same
level of success here at Manchester United as he
enjoyed at other clubs with similar global status.

It's impossible to know where to start with all
new players.. there's no doubt about the calibre
of these guys because it always takes something
special to happen before the media start calling
them Galacticos. Quite simply, the talent out on
the pitch at the moment is beginning to be mouth-
watering and, although some speculate about
more additions to the squad still being needed,
there's still plenty of excitement out there.

There‘s no such thing as a quick holiday

Our new home

MUDSA resided in the Foundation building on
Sir Matt Busby Way for many years and it was a
very happy home. Our thanks go to all those at
the Foundation who made us so welcome but
we now have new ‘Headquarters' just in time for
the emergence and realisation that the general
demographic of disabled and elderly people
expands to show much stronger on the radar.

MUDSA's new home is in the Ticketing and
Membership Services building so please take
the time to make a note of our new address:
MUDSA, Ticketing & Membership Services, Sir
Matt Busby Way, Old Trafford, Manchester, M16
ORA. All of the other contact details remain the
same but we will send reminders until it becomes
apparent that the post is hitting its target.

Apart from saying au revoir to the Foundation
staff we would like to say thanks for the welcome
to this building. The dynamic fits our operations
perfectly and we have no doubt that this is a
great opportunity to streamline and crystallise
the processes that facilitate MUDSA members
attending home and away games. Many thanks

to David French and Sam Kelleher for the warm
welcome, not forgetting the colossal team of
staff who do an amazing job at this massive club!

Fans’ Forum

Manchester United established the Fans'
Forum so many years ago that it's difficult to
remember the items appearing on the agenda
way back then. What we do know is that fans had
an interface with the club that they never had
before. Obvious concerns about the efficacy of
the Forum and how it would function were raised
in the early days but, such is the success of the
Fans Forum, there don't seem to be any major
contentious issues left to debate and it's been
the same for some time. Nevertheless, important
topics come under scrutiny and any club worth
its salt will consider any amount of fine tuning
that benefits the fans. The ‘fandom’ here at Old
Trafford is unique, not just because of its size but
because it demands so much attention with the
massive levels of expectation that come with it.

For those members interested in the ‘Forum’
there's always an opportunity to read the minutes
online. Inbetweentimes I'llLtake this opportunity to
mention a couple of things directly related to our
members interests. Age was touched on earlier
as there needs to be a plan in place allowing
fans to continue coming to games without being
unnecessarily concerned about the frailty that
comes with advancing years. Trying to keep
ahead of the game we've embarked on a trial
operation with an electric buggy.. it's not the kind
of thing that will break any land speed records
but it will certainly save the legs of a number of
people and keep them safe in the knowledge
that coming to games isn't going to be a problem
for a while if it's walking from the car parks you're
worried about.

One other thing of relevance mentioned
during the meeting was raised by an ‘Easy
Access’ member. Understandably this particular
supporter was a bit annoyed by persistent
standing as he wasn't able to jump up and down
with the rest.. perhaps there was an element of
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expectation about the supporters in this area
being much the same in terms of visibility but
nothing could be further from the truth. ‘Easy
Access’ is one of the most diverse groups of
disabled people when it comes to abilities so if
anyone else has a problem just let us know and
we will watch to see if a pattern arises.

New membership cards

This season sees approximately half the
MUDSA membership smiling at their own faces on
the back of their membership cards! Me included!
There's nothing worse than passport photos but
it's good to be secure in the knowledge that
nobody can abuse your membership card should
you be unfortunate enough to lose it.

Some people have yet to join the growing
number of members with photos so don't forget
to send yours through ready for next season and
we will hold onto it until the time comes.

Changes

Some say that things don't stay the same
forever but sometimes you wish they could.
Earlier this year we were joined by Katie who
took over from Cara when she disappeared to
pastures new. Katie had just arrived back home
after spending some time on the far side of the
world prodding cattle and apparently killing
spiders with household products! She took to the
job just like a duck to water and waded through
the work without any difficulty at all but sadly
she has now left us and gone to pick up where
she left off on the sunny side of the globe! Our
heartfelt thanks go to Katie and with that we also
send her our best wishes for a great life down
under. It's hard to imagine what life can be like
so far away but the sun and the outdoor life plus
‘barbies’ reaches a point of being irresistible.

Now it's time for another change as we have our
first Geordie on board! Some of you may already
have spoken to Ashleigh with the gentle lilt but she
too seems to be taking to this side of operations
in the same way as Katie before her — crashing
through the work to help us keep things going!
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Ashleigh is over here doing a Masters in script
writing so what chance something appearing on
a stage near you to depicting life in MUDSA.. a
comedy of course (or could it be a farce)!

At the end of last season there wasn't a lot of
time to mention Natalie (or Nat as we know her).
Nat appeared on the horizon just before the
season concluded and is my right-hand personin
ajob share with Anna, here at Old Trafford. These
kind of positions are all about partnerships that
makes sure all the different strands of MUDSA
work in harmony with each other.

Forthcoming events

By the time you read this the Annual Dinner
will be just around the corner. This year we have
switched venue to try and accommodate the
increase in demand for tickets which has grown
year on year. The Manchester Suite will give us
that extra capacity and hopefully extra comfort.
We look forward to seeing you there!

Christmas wouldn't be Christmas without
the MUDSA Christmas party — one of the rare
opportunities for any supporter to see virtually
all of the first team squad! Application forms will
be flooding the usual areas and your applications
will be processed by Ann Marie who keeps a
scrupulous record of those membersinthe queue,
some of whom willreceive their ‘successful’ letter
to make it a memorable Christmas.

Also worthy of note is that it will be MUDSA's
Silver Jubilee.. we are 25 years old this Christmas!

And finally...

As ever, our thanks go to everyone at the club
for their constant support. Our recent move is
further evidence of how seriously this club takes
disability. Who knows how far MUDSA will reach
in another 25 years' time but for the time being
let's build on what we have and prepare for a
busy future which will see more and more people
fulfilling their dreams by coming to Old Trafford.

Merry Christmas to one and all and the very
best for 2015.

Phil Downs, MBE — MUDSA Secretary / DLO
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NEWS & OPINION with Jamie | Reds

RONNY:

Cristiano Ronaldo has been at it H about Madrid | should speak about

again... \ Manchester United, | love it there.
d “I was 18 and | win everything there.
Old Trafford, as a pretty girl _ The people treat me like a god
might do to a spell-bound |, & > so | appreciate it and the future
suitor across a crowded bar ,:-,, . = N nobody knows."
— it's not the first time. it i o) Then, this week, the
Before Real Madrid _ L Portuguese forward flew
met United in Michigan g : %\ another wink across
during the summer, the bar, once again
he hinted to the reported by the
Manchester  Evening Manchester Evening
News he might end up News:
back at his former club one day: ‘ love Manchester. Everyone
‘It was one of my favourite knows that. | have said it many times.
clubs, Manchester, everyone Manchester is in my heart. | left many
knows every time when | speak \ good friends there, the supporters

Batting his eyelids towards

United trying to buy the
league? That's a bit rich!

Over the last week of the transfer window | was asked numerous times by Manchester City fans,
how | felt about Manchester United trying to ‘buy the league’ Well, here's what | think..

The last 10 years have seen obscene amounts of money swilling around in football and Chelsea
and Manchester City have exacerbated the situation with oligarch owners spending their billions
without restriction. But what about when United come to the party as we have this year with the
widely publicised purchases of Mata, Herrera, Di Maria and others. \What's the difference?

For starters, United don't have a ‘'sugar daddy’ The club has earned its money on the pitch with
success over the last two or three decades. And having a backbone of six or seven homegrown
players throughout much of that period has helped to save money which the club has ploughed
into facilities like The Aon Training Complex and Old Trafford — one of the world's best stadiums
with wonderful facilities for every fan.

Nobody can deny that competition arising from City and Chelsea's spending has made the
Premier League more interesting, after all, in the last 10 years it's only those two clubs that have
prevented United from complete domination which even | will admit, would have been boring. It's
this level of competition that has made the Premier League what it is today — the world's favourite
football league, pulling in players and audiences from every corner of the planet.

Soit's not the billions in oilmoney being spent that | resent when people accuse United of ‘buying

the league), it's the lack of facts and figures to back it up. But luckily, | have them right here so you
can hit back next time your blue-nosed buddies start mouthing off. Here are the figures including
this summer's spending and going all the way back to the 1996/7 season:
Club Players bought (£) Players sold (£) Net spend
Chelsea £1,033mM £383m £650m
Manchester City £858m £262m £506m
Manchester United £750m £351m £408m
Source: www.transferleague.co.uk/premiership-transfers

FLIRTS WITH RETURN

Réds | NEWS & OPINION with Jamie

are amazing and | wish | can come back one
day.”

I'm happy here in Madrid and have
four more years, but in the future you
never know because they treated me
unbelievably.

The two interviews were conducted
a little over a month apart. But they have
drawn different responses from United fans.

When Ronaldo flirted with them during
the summer tour, Woodward and van Gaal had
just added Herrera and Shaw to the squad.

But as the 29-year-old spoke in Madrid, United
supporters were still blinking in disbelief at
pictures of Angel Di Maria and Radamel Falcao
holding up Red shirts on the Old Trafford pitch.

He willalways have a hold over United fans. After
118 goals in 292 games, three Premier Leagues
and a Champions League, how could he not?

He made no secret of his desire to one day
leave United for Real Madrid. But he made sure
he left in the right way.

His name is still sung regularly at Old Trafford.
He was given a hero's welcome when he returned
in the Champions League in 2013. He still counts
Sir Alex Ferguson as a close personal friend.

Desperation

If he decided to do more than just talk about
a return to United, he'd be welcomed back with
open arms. Let's be honest, he's one of the best
players in the world. He'd be welcome anywhere.

But ever since he left for the Bernabéu in 2009,
there has always been a hint of desperation in
United's desire to have him back.

After a fortnight which saw them sign Angel
Di Maria and Radamel Falcao to add to Juan
Mata, Wayne Rooney and Robin van Persie, that
appears to have gone.

Of course, the fans would like him back. It's
probably safe to say Van Gaal would, as well.

But there are new superstars at Old Trafford
now:. Pretty girls across the bar don't look quite as
pretty when you've got two others on your arm.

Ronaldo talks of his “love" for United. But
after the relationship broke up five years ago, he
moved on pretty quickly.

For United fans, it's taken a little longer. But
now they're smiling again. And it's nothing to do
with a few ambiguous words from an old flame.
Source: Bleacher Report — September 2014

: Welbeck

sale and
the lack
of Reds’
identity

There  will be few
Manchester United fans
who weren't either saddened
or shocked at the departure of

Danny Welbeck to Arsenal a few

weeks ago.

Danny had been with United
since he was eight years old but as many
an ex-United player will tell you, failure to
fit in with the plans of the manager will seal
your fate, regardless of your time with the
club or your parents’ home's proximity to the
turnstiles at Old Trafford.

But does the sale of locally born players
mean United has lost its identity, as has been
suggested in the press recently?

United's youth academy continues to
produce a conveyor belt of talent and the last
few months alone have seen more than five
young players make their senior debuts.

Tyler Blackett and Jesse Lingard are from
Manchester and Warrington respectively.
Michael Keane is from Stockport, Reece
James is from Bacup and James Wilson is
from just down the road in Biddulph.

Reserve keeper, Ben Amos, is from
Macclesfield and has been with the club since
he was 11 and there's a former player called
Ryan Giggs who some of you may remember..
Well, he's now Assistant Manager.

Taking all this on board | would say there's
no problem with United's identity, and with a
manager like Louis van Gaal who has a history
of bringing young players through, | don't think
United fans should have any worries about
the club losing touch with its proud tradition
of introducing talented young players.

So while we're all sad to see the back of
young Danny, we offer our thanks and wish
him all the best for the future, except, of
course, when he plays against us.
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FOR THE SHIRT Angel Di Maria | Réds

I’ ving
An

After l%ne of
in history, Chas Banks
Manchester United's

I heard rumours of United's possible bid

for Angel Di Maria at the end of August |
dismissed them out of hand.

It wasn't so much the money that | thought
would be a problem, | just couldn't imagine that
Madrid would be mad enough to sell us the
player who had won the man of the match award
of the 2014 Champions League final.

La Decima; the one Madrid had been dreaming
about for so long was finally delivered and they
were supposed to be selling us the guy who did
so much to help them win it?

It'll never happen | said!

When it did happen | was about as excited as
it's possible for a man my age to safely get. In
fact, the last time | remember being that excited,
children were conceived, but that's another story!

Di Maria is a player who was destined for the
top of the game from an early age. Incredibly, he
generated his first transfer fee at the age of seven
when he joined Rasario Central in 1995. As he had
already committed to playing for his local club,
Torito, 30 footballs were given in compensation!

Angel comes from a lowly background and
growing up, helped his parents with work at a coal
yard along with his two sisters. His dad Miguel
had been a footballer too, but Miguel's dream
of becoming a River Plate player was shattered
after suffering a career ending knee injury.

Angel made his professional debut in

Ihave to be honest and admit that when

Inr

most exciting summ

ns the rule over
record sig

Di Maria's fee is a British transfer record at £6om

December 2005, aged 17, and scored his first
professionalgoalin November 2006 the following
season. Turning down a 6.5 million dollar bid from
Boca Juniors, he moved to Benfica in July 2007
aged 19. He immediately asked his father not
to work any more and bought a house for his
parents and sisters.

He was a great success at Benfica and
progressed his International career in tandem
with his progress for Benfica. With a Portuguese
league winners medal and a couple of cup
medals in his pocket, he moved to Real Madrid in
July 2010 for a fee of around €35 million.

Jose Mourinho's knowledge of Portugese
football led him to insist on buying Angel when

e .
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FACT FILE..

Full Name: Av\gel Fabian D;

Mavia Her, o
DOB: Febmé\vy 1’~(, 1988 i
Age: %
Nationaiity: Argentinian
Co\ps: 53

Cﬂv’eev 300\[5; 54
onours:

Medals: Primeira Liga (Bend; ca), 1x

League, 1« UVEFA Swpcr
TxLa Liga, 2 Copa Dyl Ro\y (Reat
Mﬂ\dnd) I O(ympm Gold Meday
(Argentina 2008)

His NiCkname is Fidao

CL\”\W\P 10ns

(nood i
noodle ) because of Lis skinny physigue

he became Madrid's manager and he became
Madrid's most expensive signing of that summer.
He was a “Jose” type of player because of his
willingness to track back, tackle and sacrifice his
attacking instincts for the sake of the team.

It took some time for the notoriously hard-to-
impress Bernabéu regulars to truly take him to
their hearts. However, a combination of his drive,
bravery, refusal to be intimidated and of course
his innate skill won them over and he became a
crowd favourite.

It's been reported that Carlo Ancelotti is
furious about Di Maria being sold, along with
several of the first team regulars. They all valued
his contributions and were upset to see him go.
Especially as Madrid President Florentino Perez
stands accused of selling Di Maria to fund the

purchase of the ‘more photogenic’ Rodriguez.
Well, Madrid's loss is United's gain in my
opinion. His performances in the team so far
have convinced me he is more than worthy of
wearing the famous number 7 shirt of United.
It certainly didn't look like a heavy load on his
back when he was scoring what may wellend
up being the goal of the season at Leicester.

In the prime of his career at 26 and in fine
form, he is a tremendous acquisition.

Recently winning the United Player of the

Month award for September is only the start

of what we all hope and believe will be a
glittering career at United.
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Ander Herrera talks to
Rollin' Reds about life
at Manchester United

nder Herrera is just one of the influx
Agf new players at Old Trafford this

eason. The Spanish midfielder was
so determined to move to Old Trafford
that he paid his own buyout clause to
switch from his hometown club Athletic
Bilbao so the £2gmillion deal could go
ahead.

Here, the 24-year-old tells MUDSA why
he's determined to put Manchester United
back on top of the Premier League..

RR: You say your English isn't very good,
but we think it's great. Are you quite well
educated?

Yes, | studied English in school for
about ten years.

RR: We heard a bit of a rumour that
you've got a degree, too. Is that
right?

Almost, | was in university, but 4
| had to finish to concentrate }%
on football. | stopped studying it
because of the football. é.'/
RR: It's been quite warm in .#/_
England, but you'll soon be
needing to wrap up!

Ha, yes. Two weeks ago,
we had very good weather.
But now, the weather is a
bit like Bilbao where it's
always raining. But I'm
happy here!

RR: There are quite
a lot of Spanish
speaking players
at United now —
Rojo and Mata are

just two. Against

‘We are United,,

. and we haveto
be at'the top
of the league

QPR, there were six players who could speak
Spanish. Do you use Spanish on the pitch?

The boss has said that on the pitch, and at The
Aon Training Complex when we train, we have to
speak English. We are playing at an English club
and he says it's important for us to do so. | agree,
also.

RR: Is Louis van Gaal's Spanish good?

Yes, it is! We can understand

him. It's not very, very good,

and in personal lives. They don't just work for
Manchester United on the pitch.
RR: What are the biggest differences you've
found with training since moving to United?
We've never done an interview at 4pm as
training used to be finished earlier. Now you're
training in the afternoon too..
We do football training, individual fitness
training, recovery and | will also do
English lessons too! The boss

- -
but he does speak Spanish Th\S IS always makes sure that we
with Di Maria, Falcao and Rojo b-‘g c\u recover well and the club works
sometimes. -

RR: So, how have you — b“‘

settled in here at Manchester _ f
United? Have the other players b\g

been helping you find your way c\“

around?

Yes. All the players made me feel
at home. When | signed for Manchester
United, you maybe feel that it might be
strange because this is a huge club, but | didn't

feel like that. This is a big club, but it's a big

family club as well.
RR: Did the players who have been

@ \i here for some time, like Rooney, all
make you feel welcome?

The older players are like the

best captains that you could have,

because they work not only on the
pitch, but in the squad, in the club

"‘S a on an individual's recovery. On
1 a normal day, we will be leaving
training at 2pm.
RR: How far does the group
unity go now? | mean does
Louis van Gaal eat together
with you guys...?
Yes, that's important for
Louis van Gaal, but also for me
as well. If you want to manage developments,
you have to stay together. You have to work like
a family. It's important that we do things together
every day like eating, so we can have time with all
the players in the squad. Everyone has the same
objectives and if we are together it is much better.
RR: And how different is that from where you
were before?
It's not different really. Of course every club
will have their methods, but | think Louis van Gaal
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is very similar to my manager at Athletic Bilbao,
Ernesto Valverde. They both want their players
to always keep the ball, to always win the game
and not to change your style for the opponent,
but rather to impose your style on the other team.
We are Manchester United and we always want
to go for the win.

RR: In his interviews Louis van Gaal talks a lot
about a philosophy. What's the biggest thing
that you have learnt from him so far?

His philosophy is to always work together, like
ateam. There is no difference between the young
players and the older ones. As one of the young
people, | have to respect the older players, of
course. They are the ones who have played
a lot of games for Manchester
United. Louis is similar with all
of the players and he always
wants everyone to be equal.
RR: What's it like to score at
Old Trafford? p

Oh, it's good — a dream
come true. It was my second
game at Old Trafford and | scored
lagainst QPRI. Scoring is always
important, but so is the win. If | score
and we don't win, nobody remembers
my goal. We got confidence from that win,
because ourfirst three games were notgood. We
were working well, and we were working
hard, but the results were not good. Now
we have won back confidence and

| think that in the next games we are *

going to be more clinical.
RR: Was it easier with four at the back?
We don't mind whatever system. WWe
just want to win. The boss has to decide
the system and we have to adapt to
whatever he needs. We have all week to work
on the system he needs. We don't have to play
on Wednesday or Thursday at the moment and
we can adapt to all systems. It will depend on the
opponent which system we use. The team can
adapt to any system.
RR: How much is everyone missing the
Champions League?

We a“

et

A lot, because we want
to play Champions League "-:‘ o
football. The last season was :
not good and we will have |-
to improve this season. We =
have to be at the top of the
league as soon as possible
because we are Manchester
United. Of course, we need the
Champions League, but I think ' ) _ »
we are going to work hard L S =
this season and hopefully we ' == N
are going to enjoy the Champions
League again next season.

RR: There are nine players
infjured at the moment. |

When they come back,

that's 23 players and
only 11 starting places.
d There's going to be a lot
of competition for the
squad members...
Yes, but we are at

Manchester United

for that —

competition for places. We all want to play and
win a lot of trophies. | think the competition for
places is good because it helps you to improve
as a player. It's definitely good for me.

RR: One of the things about Manchester United
is that when we play away from Old Trafford
there is always a big following...

Yes, that's a big difference. It's the most
followed club in the world. I've played for Athletic
Bilbao and Real Zaragoza, both clubs

with a lot of history, but
Manchester United is
. the biggest in the
- world. It has
s
B the most

|

o

. e
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Jamie and Chas chat to Ander at the AON Training Complex
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followers and, of course, | feel the difference but |
am enjoying the support wherever we play.
RR: Old Trafford must seem so big...

Yes, but it is nice. There's also a lot of
atmosphere to take in, and the history behind
the club too. | feel a lot of respect when | take to
the pitch. | feel the big players who have played
there before and | want to make it to the top of
the game too.

RR: And what about The Aon Training Complex?
| came here two or three months ago and | still
haven't met everyone who works here because
.. it's so big! It's fantastic because everyone
wants the very best for the players and
there's always someone here to help
you in all the aspects of football
— not only in football, but in
your personal life as well,

your home, your family.

e
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Manchester United

The First Halcyon Years — 1907 -11 by Mark Metcalf

nited fans of all ages love the tales
Uof yesteryear and many were around

to witness moments like Wembley
1968, The Treble and Moscow, and players
like Best and Cantona in their prime.

When pressed on many of United's historic
moments, though, many will say ‘it was before my
time! And in the case of this book, unless you're
115 years old it was before everybody's time!

Manchester United — The First Hacyon Years
is a real trip in the Tardis.

The author, Mark Metcalf, =
takes you back to the years

before the First World War ii * Fj e, "‘r’ﬂ .4"5

MARK METCALF
as manger, he

led United to

two league titles, two charity shields

and an FA Cup. The club's first ever league title in
the 1907/8 season.

One must-win game in that campaign stands
out when United beat Sunderland 3-0 at home, in
spite of Sunderland having the Peter Schmeichel
of his day, Leigh Roose between the sticks. Roose
was famous for saving penalties and noted
for taking advantage of the
rules in 07/08 that allowed
a keeper to handle the ball
anywhere in his own half! A

and brings the period alive gt .ﬁ !'g. % rule that was changed in 1912.
0 P I.'%%fu t'mﬁ'.f o

with incredible detail and

The book, available on

accuracy. Amazon, is full of this kind of
The book is full of big well researched detail and

surprises and equally

fascinating little facts that

you'll never know unless you

read it. Who knew that United

played in the first ever Charity Shield match? Not
me for sure and | thought | was a fully paid-up,
in-the-know Red!

Only 6,000 people paid to see the match but
it was the beginning of a tradition that continues
to this day.

I'd never heard of Ernest Mangnall either. Yet

with Christmas around the

corner,l recommend it as a

very entertaining read and a

great gift for any true United
fan who has an interest in the club's history — or
even just history in general.

Some will remember the book's author from
the work he did for MUDSA in writing the recent
publication to celebrate 10 years for the Ability
Suite (above). Mark is a football historian and
author of many football books.

FOREWORD By MARTIN BUCHAN
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YOUR LETTERS

To all at MUDSA,

Thank you so much especially to Ann-Marie,
Phil and Chas for all you did for my husband
Mick Carson who passed away in June.

Here's a token of thanks from the money
raised at his funeral towards helping the
many others you take care of and support.
Our love and best wighes, Angela and Peter
Carson and Vikki Hodkingon.

Hi Ann-Marie,
Gladys and | would like to thank you for another
wonderful day at the MUDSA Bowling event.

It was a nice way to spend our 47th wedding
anniversary and we couldn't have wished for a
better crowd to spend it with.

The fact that Gladys got a trophy on the day
was the icing on the cake.

None of this could have happened if yourself,
Sue, Chas and others hadn't done such a
wonderful job organising the event.

Thank you again on behalf of all of our family
that attended.

Gladys and Terry Wood xxx

Dear MUDSA,

| would just like to say a big thank you to the
stewards who helped me when | came to
the match Saturday against West Ham. | am

struggling to walk at the

moment due to a hip

replacement coming up

and as soon as the stewards

saw | was having difficulty
they came to me and my son and asked me if |
required the lift.

They escorted us to the lift and nothing was
too much trouble for them and we were treated
like kings.

A big, big thank you to the stewards and staff at
Manchester United.

Regards, Ken Smith

To whom it may concern,

WWe would just like to offer our best wishes and
support to the man [Carl Doranl who collapsed
and was treated by paramedics during the game
against West Ham.

We are West Ham fans and saw all the drama
unfold and afterwards,we didn't care whether we
won or lost the game, just as long as he was OK.

The medical staff were so impressive, we just
hope their efforts were enough to help him.

Best wighes, Jean and Arthur Davies.
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A warm welcome to a born winner

Dutch master Louis van Gaal’s arrival is great news for Manchester United’s talented youth-team starlets

midst all the talk of ‘transition’,

A;::hange‘ and ‘needing time to adjust’,

ne sentence in Louis van Gaal's first

press conference as Manchester United

manager said it all: “For me the challenge is
always to come first, not fourth”.

With those eleven words, Van Gaal showed
everyone precisely why he had been chosen to
turn the club's fortunes around.

His press conference came little more than
a year after David Moyes talked of his pride at
being handed the responsibility of leading the
club in the aftermath of Sir Alex's retirement.

Unfortunately, it seems that despite receiving
their wholehearted support from the outset,
Moyes never captured the hearts and minds of
the faithful, regardless of some encouraging
signs at times. People had been saying for years
that Fergie's successor would be faced with an
impossible challenge and, sadly, so it proved.

Now, however, after all the turmoil, Van Gaal's
arrival has brought new enthusiasm to the team
and while early form has been patchy, he has
proven track record which suggests once he finds
the right blend, his team willbe a formidable force.

These Things Take Time

As a dazzling array of talent arrived at the club
over the summer months, sceptics said the flurry
of transfer activity bore the hallmarks of trying to
build Rome in a day. While vast sums of money
have been spent and a whole host of exciting
players have been brought in, nobody is foolish
enough to expect overnight success.

At the press conference where Blind and
Falcao were presented to the media, Van Gaal
commented that “the fans shall expect a new
start, of course, but we have to build up a new
hierarchy and that always needs time". Despite
the club splashing the cash on proven superstars
like Falcao and Di Maria, youth team graduates
remain a crucial part of the club's plans.

Sad as it was to see a talented Manchester
lad like Danny Welbeck leave the club for

pastures new, it is important to remember it is the
manager who has the final say on who he wants.
We all like to see local lads make the grade but
if the manager feels he has other, better options
available, then we need to respect his opinion.
Welbeck has shown that he is an able performer
but it is Van Gaal's belief that he is not up to the
level of Van Persie, Rooney or Falcao and we need
to trust Louis on this one, while wishing Danny all
the best at The Emirates.

Alan Hansen got stick for claiming “you can't
win anything with kids" but in a way, he was right.
The Class of '92 are the first to admit that they
would have struggled to win anything if they
hadn't had seasoned pros like Keane, Cantona
and Schmeichel playing alongside them and it's
important to remember that as we welcome our
big money foreign signings to the club.

Youngsters on the fringes of the first team
like James Wilson and Jesse Lingard may feel a
disheartened to see Falcao and Co. arrive at Old
Trafford as they are stiff competition for places,
but they should also see it as an opportunity to
learn from the best. Young players only benefit
from working with top professionals and Van Gaal
has a history of giving youth a chance. From his
Ajax days when he put his faith in Kluivert and
Davids to Barcelona and Bayern Munich where
he handed debuts to Xavi, Kroos and Muller
to name but a few. So the likes of Janujaz and
Wilson need to stay positive, keep working hard
and grab their opportunity with both hands when
it inevitably comes along.

If You're Good Enough,
You're Old Enough

One player who has made the step up from the
Under-21s is 19 year old Northern Irish defender
Paddy McNair. He was handed consecutive
starts in the 2-1 wins over West Ham and Everton
at Old Trafford and he looked at ease in his new
surroundings, making a particularly impressive
headed clearance to prevent a certain goal
against Sam Allardyce's men. Fellow defender

Tyler Blackett has also made great strides this
season, with Van Gaal happy to throw himin the
deep end from the very start of the season.

As for the Under-21s themselves, Warren
Joyce's men have enjoyed a strong start to the
season. Their first outing of this campaign
saw them retain the Manchester
Senior Cup after a 4-1 win over :
cross-town rivals Man City. Jordi
Hiwula tapped in from close
range to give City a one
goal lead. United then
struggled to make any
impact until James
Wilson grabbed the
game by the scruff
of the neck and
bagged all the
goals as United
overturned the
deficit to seal an
impressive  4-1
derby day win.

That was
followed by a i;;.;i’
3-0 win over
Norwich City
in our Under-21
Premier League
opener. Paddy

as his brilliant free kick gave United
a late lead only for Spurs to level
% Januzgj then turned provider as
Tom Thorpe headed an injury time
winner from his corner kick to earn
all three points at the death.
Meanwhile, Paul
McGuinness's Under 18s
have endured a rather
more torrid time of it so
far this season, winning
. just three of their
2 opening seven games.
. An  opening day
stalemate at home to
Bolton was followed
up with a 3-2 at
Newcastle United
where Salford-born
\ | youngster Demetri

Mitchell put in

;. an impressive

P . performance and

p " bagged a hat-trick.

However, United's

next away day saw

them on the receiving end of a
4-0 hammering at Liverpool.

United got back on track in
their next outing with Mitchell
again scoring the decisive
goal in a 1-0 win over Stoke
City, only to follow that up
with two dispiriting defeats
onthe spin — against Man City
(0-1) and Middlesbrough
(0-3) respectively.

They started October in
good form, though, as
promising young forwards
Marcus Rashford and Ruairi
Croskery both grabbed a
goal in a 2-0 victory
over Wolves.

Canaries at bay in what was a convincing
performance ahead of a tough trip to face
Liverpool, where Joyce's men earned a
point courtesy of Tom Lawrence's equaliser ]
ina1-1draw.

United then racked up two more
wins as Adnan Januzaj put in a couple
of very impressive performances to
remind Louis van Gaal of his abilities.
The young Belgium international 4
grabbed a hat-trick in a 4-0
win over Sunderland at Old )
Trafford and followed that
up with a goal and an assist
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A chat with MUDSA membérs 'C'hristi.ne gnd Jlm Hallworth

RR: How long have you supported United?
Christine: All our lives and Jim is 49 so we have a
lot of good memories.

RR: Best memory of United?

Jim: Back in 1984 we beat Barcelona 3-0 at Old
Trafford in the European Cup Winners' Cup after

being 2-0 down in the away leg. Maradona played
for them back then and | remember Brian Robson
scored a couple as well as Frank Stapleton.

RR: Favourite all Time United player?

Christine: Ryan Giggs

Jim: The Greenhoff brothers, Jimmy and Brian.
They played back in the 70s and as a kid | even
got to meet them. I'd been in hospital and my
mum wrote to Piccadilly radio to ask if there was
any chance of setting something up. | got invited
to the players' lounge on the day we played
Leeds United and met the Greenhoffs and Joe
Jordan and Gordon McQueen as well

RR: Favourite current player?

Jim: It was Danny Welbeck, but now Van Persie.
RR: Player you'd most like to see at United?
Jim: Anyone from history or current players?

RR: Either...

Jim: I'd love to see Eric Cantona back but
realistically, I'd love to see Messi at United.

RR: Which of the summer transfers are you
most excited about?

Jim: It's difficult to answer at the moment..

RR: What about going off statistics...

Jim: Coming from where they have I've not really
seen much of them but they all sound good from
the statistics. The proof of the pudding will be
whether they can do it here because it takes a
special kind of player to perform for Manchester
United and in the Premier League.

RR: What's a realistic finishing position for
United this season?

Jim: I'd be happy with a Champions league
place but it says a lot about the manager when

he's managed to attract such talent without the
promise of Champions League football.

RR: How many times have you been here as a
disabled fan?

Christine: We've been coming about three years
but I've not really counted the number of matches.
RR: What do you think of the disabled facilities
here?

Christine: They're very good, we have no
complaints.

RR: Have you been to any away games as a
wheelchair user?

Christine: | haven't yet so we can't really tell you
how they compare to here.
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I look ba g can see my life was going

nowhere. nchester United Foundation
has given me the boost and ambition to

change my life completely.
Steven Boyd, ball boy and Street Reds participant.

CHANGING
DUNG LIVES
HROUGH FOOTHALL %

GET INVOLVED WWW.MUFOUNDATION.ORG

@ facebook.com/manchesterunitedfoundation () @MU_Foundation chundatwn



