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Pick that out...
Adnan Januzaj makes the headlines by 
lashing home the winner, his second goal 
in the 2-1 win over Sunderland at The 
Stadium of Light on October 5, 2013



Who’ll be the joker as top 
clubs shuffle their packs?

Three of last year’s top four 
teams have started the season 

with new managers and there’s a very 
real feeling it’s all to play for in what 
looks like the most open league in years.

The madness of the transfer deadline intruding 
way too far in to the start of the season has only 
added to the sense of uncertainty... Would Rooney 
still be a United player on September 2nd? Would 
Fabregas really leave the sunshine of Barcelona for 
the joys of cold and damp Manchester? Would 
Baines and Fellaini be coming? 

With the hardest start I’ve ever seen gifted to us 
by the fixture computer, David Moyes must have 
felt there was a conspiracy against him! 

After all the ballyhoo of the preseason tour it was 
good to get back to the actual business of playing 
proper football matches again.

With United filling the vast majority of the seats 
at Wembley, David Moyes gathered his first piece 
of silverware with a 2-0 victory over Wigan. The 
community shield is a strange trophy. Win it and 
everyone says, “It’s not a real trophy”. Lose it and 
there would have been some serious moaning from 
the press and probably the fans too.

A solid and classy 4-1 victory away to Swansea 
has helped to silence the David Moyes doubters and 
settle the nerves of the believers in equal measure. 
It was a definite bonus to see Wayne Rooney in a 
United shirt and playing well. Something that many 
pundits had forecast would never happen again.

The sight of Chelsea starting a game at Old 
Trafford without a recognised forward in the starting 
eleven showed that Mourinho hadn’t changed. The 
proverbial leopard’s spots are still intact. Chelsea 
left with the point they came for, leaving a sense of 
frustration behind. It felt like you’d just wasted 90 
minutes of your life! 

The end of the transfer circus couldn’t come 
soon enough for me. Personally I was more than 

happy to welcome Fellaini to the club and I really 
didn’t care how much he cost! 

Rooney’s goals against Palace and Leverkusen (a 
game I was needlessly worried about before KO) 
showed that keeping him, was probably the best 
move of the transfer window.

Wayne was the only player to come out of the 
disaster that was the derby game with his reputation 
intact. The ultimate “Bad day at the office”, we were 
soundly beaten. We need a huge improvement and 
we need it quickly too. 

It would be unfair to pick out too many names for 
criticism, but as was pointed out on Match of The 
Day, Ashley Young had a poor game and Tony V, 
who can normally be depended upon to track back, 
somehow forgot to! Still, onwards and upwards...
Things can only get better!
Chas Banks — Deputy Editor

4 THE PLATFORM with Jamie 5TEAM TALK with Chas

Just as it’s all change at the Club with a 
new Manager and Chief Exec, Rollin’ Reds 

gets a re-shuffle with Des stepping aside 
after 10 years at the helm and myself, 
Jamie Leeming, taking over as Editor.

Over the years, Des has overseen the 
transformation from a home-made newsletter to the 
high-quality glossy publication Rollin’ Reds is today 
and, on behalf of the Committee, I’d like to offer our 
thanks and congratulations on a job well done.

Des will continue to contribute to the production 
of this magazine by way of proofreading and you 
will still see him on the wheelchair platform and in 
the Ability Suite handing out the finished article.

I’ve worked with Des for the last 18 months and 
thoroughly enjoyed it and it’s an honour to have 
been offered this role which I will endeavour to fulfil 
to the best of my ability.

There’s one other Rollin’ Reds acquisition which 
has been made during the summer transfer window 

which deserves a big mention — Chas Banks joins 
us to give his views on all things football and you 
can read his first offering on the opposite page.

So, let’s get down to business... In this, the first 
edition of Rollin’ Reds of the season, on behalf of all 
at MUDSA, I’d like to congratulate the team and all 
involved in securing Manchester United’s twentieth 
league title by such a huge margin last May — let’s 
hope for more of the same this season.

In this edition we have an interview with Wilfried 
Zaha which you can read from page 12, and our 
thanks go to Karen Shotbolt for organising this for 
Chas and I to attend at Carrington.

Chas also gives an insight into another summer 
acquisition, Marouane Fellaini, which you can read 
on page 18. Finally, we have most of the usual 
features including an extended letters page to cover 
all the summer’s messages of gratitude to MUDSA.

I hope you enjoy the edition,
Jamie Leeming — Editor.

More of the same?
as Fergie and Des step down, let’s hope for more success

new bosses mean Premier League is wide open race

Keeping Rooney was 
the best deal in the 
transfer window

To all MUDSA members, I am delighted 
to have this opportunity of writing a 

few words for this, the latest edition of 
MUDSA’s latest magazine.

I have been at this great club for 
a matter of just three months and 
I continue to be impressed, on an 
almost daily basis, at the sheer scale 
of this world famous institution.

Everything appears to be bigger 
and better than I could have imagined 
and that goes for the size of the 
club’s fabulous disabled supporters’ 
organisation.

I have been briefed on the 
background of the growth and 
progress of MUDSA since its formation in 1989 and 
it can only be described as one big success story.

I am well aware that facilities and access for 

disabled supporters have improved enormously 
over the past couple of decades and I am sure that 
wouldn’t have been possible without the help of 

enthusiastic groups of people like 
MUDSA.

The organisation celebrates every 
year with a special dinner event and I 
am delighted to have been invited as 
the guest of honour. The date is in my 
diary and I look forward to enjoying 
a wonderful evening with some of 
our most dedicated supporters. Until 
then, please accept my sincere best 
wishes for the continued success of 
your terrific organisation and also for 
you loyal and wonderful support, 

which is admired and appreciated by all at the club.
With thanks and kindest regards,

David Moyes.

A message from the boss



76 UPS ’N’ DOWNS with Phil

If it didn’t feel real before, we now 
know we’ve been watching history 

take shape over the last 26 years!
Prior to that we waited 26 years to win the 

league title and went through some painful times 
in the process. The strange combination of the two 
26 year periods with opposing fortunes is unlikely 
to be repeated as we trust to Sir Alex’s succession 
management and welcome David Moyes and his 
backroom staff to Old Trafford and wish them all 
the very best for the coming years.

Fortunes on the pitch have fluctuated since day 
one of the start of the season. A great performance 
with some wonderful goals 
at Swansea seemed to signal 
a bright start to the season 
but it didn’t turn out to be 
quite so smooth. A mixture 
of good results, good football 
and some disappointing 
performances leaves us all 
with a completely different 
array of opinions to discuss. 
Much of what was talked 
about over the last 20 
something years became 
repetitive but now we find 
ourselves debating different 
points and, for the last two 
generations of younger 
supporters, we find ourselves 
in the same position as supporters at other clubs 
in the sense of nervously assessing the merits and 
pitfalls of a new regime.

Sir Alex’s final message at Old Trafford was to get 
behind the new management team and I personally 
hope that every supporter will do just that. There 
seems to be a general acceptance that short-term 
managerial spells are part of the present day game 
but I don’t subscribe to that assertion simply 
because it isn’t a proven statistic. Only one team has 
enjoyed heaps of success over the last two and half 
decades and that’s been with one manager. Switch 
your gaze to other teams that have had relatively 
brief successful periods and you can immediately 

be an easy task, although, some bright young stars 
appear to be much closer to breaking through… 
Adnan Januzaj to name but one!

Year two…

The MUDSA AGM in June proved to be quite 
testy in parts. We will produce the minutes and put 
them on our website as soon as this early stage of 
the season is over. Needless to say year one of the 
new procedures featured strongly in proceedings 
with opinion being far from atomised!

We are now into year two and the principles 
of the new application system remain the same. 
By now we hope that our members have become 
more acclimatised to using it but we will always be 
on hand if you are struggling.

In an effort to make sure that every piece 
of relevant information goes ‘live’ at the most 
appropriate time we will most likely use Facebook 
more often. It’s quite likely that a number of people 
avoid Facebook like the plague, just like I used to! 
To be perfectly honest it does have its uses and 
this is one of them. It won’t be possible for us to 
use Facebook as a messaging service though. This 
is largely because we already have a humongous 
amount of emails to deal with so please continue 
with individual enquiries in the same way by using 
the phone or email and use Facebook for your news 
updates… that’s where it will really help!

Ticket News

We are quite polished at updating the MUDSA 
fixture list on the MUDSA website and all of the 
information pertaining to match ticket applications 
is contained in that one document. However, from 
time to time you will receive ‘ticket news’ emails 
from the Club which will be completely irrelevant 
to the procedures you follow. Members have 
complained about receiving these emails and we 
would love to avoid the confusion. The simple 
reason for you receiving these emails is the fact that 
MUDSA members have become e-members as well 
as match ticket members which basically means 
that you will be fed a fairly regular diet of ticket 
news this way. Please ignore them when they arrive 

see that their success has been bought, not won!
On behalf of the MUDSA membership I would 

also like to welcome Ed Woodward who became 
the Clubs Executive Vice President some time ago 
but has now climbed into the ‘mastermind chair’ 
to steer the Club through the veritable minefield 
of day-to-day endeavours which constitute the 
improvement to the financial backbone of the Club. 
In this process of welcoming new faces we would 
like to extend a warm welcome to Richard Arnold 
who is now the Club’s Managing Director. Ed and 
Richard will undoubtedly work closely together to 
extend an impressive period of improving fortunes; 

to this end we wish them and 
everyone else involved all the 
very best in the coming years.

Additions 

A record amount of money 
was spent in the transfer 
window this summer. The 
figures escape me but the 
press made a big deal of the 
fact that we appeared to be 
lightweights in the battles that 
were taking places to acquire 
the best players available.

Our most newsworthy 
acquisition was that of 
Marouane Fellaini who arrived 
for around £25 million. Most 

of the scribes seemed to ignore the fact that we had 
already pre-purchased Wilfried Zaha and the fact 
that we have bought a promising right back from 
Uruguay, Guillermo Varela. That’s not the complete 
story though. David Moyes was prohibited from 
setting foot in the Aon Training Complex until 1st 
July as per the contract details of his move from 
Merseyside. This gave David precious little time to 
get to grips with his new surroundings and the 
players. The squad went on tour shortly after which 
meant a real opportunity to assess the players at 
his disposal was further delayed. In consequence, 
David has had to try and do his thinking on the 
hoof but we can already see that it isn’t going to 

or go on to the main Club website and un-tick the 
box that says you want to receive them.

Apologies for not being able to provide a more 
convenient solution that can be managed at this 
end but we will, over time, keep looking at solutions 
to this issue. Conversely, some members may wish 
to continue receiving these emails so they can keep 
up-to-date with other things that are going on… in 
which case you don’t need to do anything!

Something’s missing!

Many members will have met or spoken to 
Margaret who has been at my right-hand side, left-
hand side, front and back for just over 10 years. I’m 
not sure if Margaret started the ball rolling but she 
decided to retire just before David Gill announced 
he was stepping down, the boss followed so there 
could be something in it! Seriously, ten years ago 
MUDSA wasn’t the same that it is today and when 
Margaret came on board she was so fluent in office 
work that we picked up momentum and it hasn’t 
stopped since. Margaret is one of those irrepressible 
characters that started every day with green grass 
and blue sky irrespective of what was actually 
happening! I’m sure MUDSA members will join me 
in wishing Margaret a great retirement which she 
so richly deserves. As it happens she is working as 
a volunteer just at the top of my road so I’ve been 
able to pass on your best wishes to her quite easily.

Another ‘sort of’ departure took place during the 
close season as well. Des Turner has been a MUDSA 
member for donkies’ years and a MUDSA committee 
member for around 16 years! He recently decided 
to step down as Editor of Rollin’ Reds so we would 
like to thank him for all he has done over the years. It 
would take a long time to include the detail of Des’s 
highlights but we on a MUDSA committee will miss 
this mild–mannered Welsh chap with a big heart 
joining us on committee nights.

Finally, I would like to thank everyone involved 
at the club for all that they do in making sure our 
disabled supporters enjoy the best facilities any 
disabled person could wish for!

Best wishes, 
Phil Downs, MBE — Secretary/DLO

More history in the making?
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Manchester Phoenix Sledge Hockey 
Team are based at Altrincham and 

Widnes ice rinks.
We have been established for about a year and 

will be entering our first ever season in the BSHA 
(British Sledge Hockey Association) League.

The sport caters for both able bodied and disabled 
players. We currently have about a 50:50 ratio and 
we’re always looking for new players come along 
and join in the fun.

Phoenix currently have four GB players on our 
team, two of whom have been playing for under a 
year, and we can help provide a clear pathway to 
the international team as they 
hold open try outs and keep 
an eye on all players within 
the game, as shown by our 
two newest GB players.

At present we train at 
Altrincham ice rink on 
Saturdays from midnight until 
about 2am (although this will 
hopefully change to an earlier 
time in the next few weeks) 
and at Widnes on Tuesdays 
from 8:45pm-9:45pm.

We’re always looking for 
new players so if this is something you would be 
interested in, please feel free to contact me via email 

or by phone. All we ask is that those interested in 
having a go at the sport let us know in advance so 

we can make sure we have 
enough equipment at the 
rink/s for those coming along 
for the first time.

For more info please visit: 
manchesterphoenix.co.uk 
and feel free to get in touch 
with any questions you may 
have.

  We also offer a six-week, 
FREE, Learn To Play Sledge 
Hockey course for those aged 
14-25 if that may be of interest, 
and have just finished one in 

the past few weeks with a school group, which has 
drawn rave reviews from staff and students alike.

WE OFFER:
n Four weeks FREE training, so 

people can try the sport and get a 
feel for it at no cost to them

n All equipment is provided
n Chance to play for the Manchester 

Phoenix in the League
n Opportunity to work in a team 

and make new friends and team 
mates

Sledge Hockey
Manchester Phoenix head coach, Pete Hagan, is looking 
for new players to get involved with one of the coolest 
sports around. Maybe you’ve got what it takes to play…

SLEDgE HOCKEY RULES
Many of the rules and regulations of the sport are 

the same as Ice Hockey. The main difference is in 
the technical equipment used.

Athletes use specially designed sledges 
fitted with two blades to propel themselves 

across the ice and have two playing sticks, 
which have a double function: they 

are used for pushing, much like 
a ski-pole in Cross-Country 
Skiing, and to control and 
shoot the puck.

The game is comprised 
of three periods, each 15 
minutes in length. Six players 

are allowed on the ice at any 
time and a total of 15 players make 
up a team.

CLASSIFICATION
Eligibility is based on athletes 
having an impairment of a 
permanent nature in the 
lower part of the body which 
means they are not able to 
do non-disabled skating and 
consequently play non-
disabled Ice Hockey.

Pics: 98Yetiiis Photography



  

£7 per person, we usually get two reserve players to 
present the trophies and medals but as the season 
had ended we could not do this on this occasion.

BELLE VUE DOg RACINg
On the last Friday in July, 35 Mudsa members 
enjoyed an evening at Belle Vue Dog Races. After a 
three course meal we all 
enjoyed watching and 
betting on each race. We 
also sponsored a race 
(Mudsa Derby) and some 
of our members went 
trackside to present the 
winning trainer with his 
award.

I’d like to thank Chas 
for helping me arrange 

the evening. The event usually takes place the last 
Friday in July and costs £20 - £23 and £8 - £9 for 
children. Everyone is welcome to attend.

If anyone wants to attend any of the above events 
please email: annmarie.lewis@btinternet.com 
and I will add you to the list, but please be aware 
there is a long waiting list for Carrington.

CARRINgTON
On the 24th April, just two days after United won 
their 20th title, 16 MUDSA members and their carers 
enjoyed a morning at Manchester United’s recently 
renamed Aon Training Complex watching the first 
team train. This was our first trip to Carrington since 
the new visitors centre was built.

We all arrived at 9.30am and proceeded to the 
new centre. When the players came out we were 
taken outside the building to watch them train for 
an hour or so, after training they came over to meet 
everyone and have their photos taken and sign 
some autographs.

After Carrington we all went back to Old Trafford 
where I had pre booked tables for a bit of lunch at 
the Red Cafe. After lunch, members were free to go 
around the museum before meeting up to go on 
the tour of the stadium.

I would like to thank Sir Alex and Lyn for arranging 
the day for us and also all the players. All the visitors 
left with lovely memories. 

BOWLINg
The Sunday after the season had finished, 50 
MUDSA members and their friends and family 

enjoyed an afternoon bowling at Didsbury Bowling 
complex. We gave out trophies to the Junior 
and adult winners and two special achievement 
trophies. Medals were also given to all the children 
taking part. We held a raffle for a signed ball, a 
voucher for a meal at Nandos and a voucher for a 
group of six to go bowling,

I’d like to thank Sue Rocca, her daughter, Helen, 
and Chas and Shirley for helping me on the day 
and my friend’s daughter, Laura, for taking the 
photographs. Also, a big thank you to all the MUDSA 
members who attended and bought raffle tickets.

This event usually takes place one Sunday in April 
(depending on fixtures) and normally costs £6 to 

CHRISTMAS PARTY
Christmas party application forms will be available from 1st November 
on matchdays and a copy will be available to download from the 
MUDSA website.

Please be aware that it was decided at this years AGM to restrict 
members to bringing just one guest with them to this event instead of 
two. This aims to reduce the waiting list which was approaching every 
five years for members to attend and everyone agreed this was too long.

MUDSA EVENTS with Ann Marie10

MUDSA events

Players spend 
time with MUDSA 
members at 
Carrington while, 
below, the boss 
takes a well 
deserved 
rest

All the kids won 
prizes at the 
MUDSA annual 
bowling event

The MUDSA dogs night is as 
popular as ever and even has 
a sponsored race, left

11
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our team there is Rio and Nemanja. I’m getting used 
to training with them. To be honest, I’m not worried 
about opposition defenders. I’m just working on 
my game. If I make myself better then I’m sure I’ll 
go past them.
RR: You recently said that the England 
Under21 players need to work on their 
finishing, but what areas of your game do 
you feel you need to work on?

I think I need to work on definitely my finishing 
and decision making. Another thing, I think, would 

be my crossing. I need to train on it, putting 
my head up, seeing what’s around me 

and that will all help. I need to have a 
quick look before I cross. It will help 
if I have an image in my mind what 
I’m going to do before I actually 
get the ball, so if I know there’s 

someone behind me I can think 
about touching the ball around 
him, or doing a one-two with 

someone to beat that man. Frank 
Lampard does that a lot. You’ll see 

that before he gets the ball he will 
look around about five times to see exactly what’s 
happening. So as soon as he gets the ball he just 
knows what to do with it.
RR: We remember watching you play in 
November 2001, against Manchester United 
in the League Cup. Palace won 2-1 and 
knocked us out. It’s fair to say you had a good 
game. When did you first become aware 
that United were interested in signing you?

There was a lot of speculation and I never really 
knew who exactly was going to come forward. I 

remember telling my agent if he could tell me as 
soon as he knew if anyone from United had actually 
come forward. I remember there were lots of 
people saying that they might want me. Then one 
day my former manager, Dougie Freedman, spoke 
to my agent. He said that Sir Alex Ferguson had 
phoned him basically to get some feedback from 
him about what kind of player I am and what kind 
of character I had.
RR: Were you excited?

I was buzzing when I heard that. I was really 
happy. Basically the news got out and everything 
progressed from there. I went to meet Sir Alex and 
Sir Bobby Charlton in London and from there I 
thought ‘Yeah, that’s the team I want to be at’.
RR: Some fans are already campaigning for 
you to have the famous United Number 7 
shirt. How does that feel?

It’s a big honour that fans want me to have 
that shirt, but personally I don’t really mind what 
number I have. As long as I’m in and around the 
squad and playing then I don’t mind.
RR: You have more than 400,000 followers 
on Twitter. We’re impressed! Is that part 

Signed from Crystal Palace for 
£15million in the summer, Wilfried 

Zaha hasn’t yet had much game time 
at United except for his debut in the 
Community Shield victory in August.

Here, he talks to Rollin’ Reds about how he’s 
determined to prove to David Moyes that he’s 
worthy of a starting place, and how he hopes to 
become the next United legend…
RR: You haven’t made your league start yet. 
You must be desperate to get on the pitch…

Yes, but I knew this before I came that I’m not 
going to be straight into the starting 
line-up. I need to work and earn 
my place, because coming from 
Palace to United is a big step. Just 
the way we play, the intensity, 
even in training, so in the games 
it must be a different class. I know 
that I’ve got time on my side, so I’m 
just going to work hard and when I 
get my chance I’ll take it.
RR: When do you think that chance 
will come? Does the manager give you 
any feedback?

All he’s told me is not to get down about not 
playing and I’ve been training well. He just wants 
me to get used to the pace and then to give me the 
chance when he can. There’s no point in me getting 
down about it.
RR: Are there any of the Premier League 
defenders who you are worried about 
facing?

Obviously there are a load of massive players. 
Manchester City’s defence is like that. But then in 

        When I get my chance
I’ll take it!
Wing wizard Wilfried Zaha
chats with rollin’ reds

 

I get 

kicks and 

things, but 

the lads tell 

me I’m lucky 

Scholesy has 

retired!

Full Name: Dazet Wilfried Armel ZahaDOB: November 10, 1992Age: 20Nationality: EnglishInt. caps: 2Career goals: 18Medals: 2013 Football League Championship play-off Final with Crystal Palace 2013 Community Sheld with Manchester UnitedPlace of birth: Abidjan, Ivory CoastHeight: 5 ft 11 inFooted: Right

FACTFILE
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of the power of being a Manchester United 
player?

I think being a United player helped boost my 
followers, definitely! The fact that I’ve managed to 
play for the senior team has helped with that, too. 
But the fact is that being at United has raised my 
profile, generally. A lot more people know me now.
RR: What are the biggest differences you’ve 
noticed since moving from Palace to United?

To be honest, they have great 
supporters at Palace, always singing 
through matches. But I think United 
obviously have supporters worldwide. 
That’s one thing that really impressed 
me and it really hit home when we 
went on our tour going to different 
countries and the fans are cheering 
and supporting you all the time.

Another big difference is the 
facilities at United. After this interview 
I’m going to have a massage, and 
that’s just to prevent any injury.
RR: Did the older players at 
United help you settle when you 
came here?

Things like finding a house, I 
managed to do with my agent and 
my brother. I was a bit nervous coming in at first, 
what with all of the big names – Rio Ferdinand, 
Robin van Persie, Wayne Rooney. But everyone just 
made me feel really comfortable. There was no 
one acting a bit off with me. It was all supportive. 
The fact that I’m sat right next to Ryan Giggs in the 
dressing room, too, helps. He puts his arm around 
my shoulder.
How are you finding Manchester as a city to 
live in, as opposed to London?

Well, now I’m used to it. In London 
there’s always people going 
everywhere. It’s always busy, all 
of the time. Here it’s rather more 
chilled out. Where I live, there 
will literally be two cars that 

drive down the street all day.
I haven’t really been to 

the city centre much, to 
be honest. I’ve only been 
to the Trafford Centre a 
few times.
RR: Your first official game was 
at Wembley, in the Community 
Shield. How did that feel?

It wasn’t my first time there. The last time 
I’d played at Wembley was with Crystal Palace, 
when they went up. But it was amazing to 
be able to come out there again, especially as 
a United player just a few months later. It’s an 
amazing feeling, with so many fans again and it 
was just crazy.

I came to United to win. It was my first proper 
game with the club and to come away with a medal 
was a dream come true really.
RR: United legends, including Sir Bobby 

Charlton, have tipped you to be a huge 
hit at United. How much pressure 

do you feel to live up to their 
expectations?

The thing I’ve learned is that 

the lads tell me I’m lucky Scholsey has retired! He 
used to rattle everybody.
RR: You were born in the Ivory Coast but 
moved to the UK when you were four. Do you 
have any memories of growing up in Africa?

My family still has contacts and I still have aunts 
and cousins in Africa, but since I moved over here 
when I was four I hardly remember anything about 
it. I think of myself as a Londoner than anything else.
RR: You had the choice of playing for the 
Ivory Coast or England, and you chose 
England. Was that the right decision?

I don’t have any regrets. I just thought that I have 
played all my football here, my life is in England. 

I’ve grown up here so England was right for me.
RR: You have ‘god is good’ at the 

top of your Twitter page. That’s 
obviously something that’s 

important to you…
Yes, that’s right. I believe in 
God. I think based on my 

career God has done a 
lot for me. I think that 
from where I came from 
to where I am now he has 

been good to me.

you just have to believe 
in yourself, You must 
not doubt your ability. Sir 
Alex Ferguson wouldn’t 
have bought be if he didn’t 
think I had any ability.
RR: A lot of people are 
saying the training under 
David Moyes is tough. How 
are you finding it? Are you fitter 
now than you were at Palace?

I didn’t do much of the preseason work, 
because I had to go to the England Under21 
Championships. When I got back I did quite a bit of 
running. It was quite hard, to be honest, but it has 
also helped me because I do think that I am quite a 
bit fitter now.

The training is physical. I get kicks and things, but 
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Wilfried chats 
with Chas 
and Jamie

Wilfried picks up some 
silverware on his senior 

debut at Wembley
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Hi Phil and Nigel,
I recently visited the Camp Nou on an excursion 
from our cruise ship. What a mistake!

The literature we read before the holiday did say 
there was a lot of steps involved but people with 
normal mobility should have no trouble. 

However, what we didn’t bargain for was the 
layout of the internal stairs and banister/guard rails. 

The steps under the stand were concrete in 
flights of 10 or so with another four steps in the 
connecting U-turn between flights. 

The problem is the banister rails don’t start until 
about the fourth step down leaving people groping 
for the rail at knee level which isn’t easy in a crowd.

To cap it all, the 
U-turn flights had 
no banisters at all. 
This was all most 
disconcerting to an 
unsuspecting blind 
person, especially 
when the flow of 
visitors was almost 
as heavy as a 
match day crowd.

I gave it up as a 
bad job half way down the stand and waited on a 
balcony whilst Jayne went down and took photos 
at pitch level.

With hindsight, I should have enquired about 
disabled friendly tours instead of placing too much 
faith on the ship’s tour information although, this 
information was not misleading — just insufficient 
in details for disabled people with regards to the 
handrails etc.

Moral of the tale, which you might consider 
mentioning in Rollin’ Reds is that one should always 
make sure of the facilities before booking such visits 
as a member of the general public.

Finally, I have been advised by the Open 
University that I have been awarded the degree of 
B.A. Honours in Humanities with Literature.

This is the result of six years home study with the 
help of the Office for Students with Disabilities and 
using screen reader software.

Whoever would have thought that, at the age of 

69, I would be preparing to attend my graduation 
ceremony at the Bridgewater Hall in October?
Cheers for now, Gordon Collinge
On behalf of everyone at MUDSA we’d like to offer 
our congratulations on this wonderful achievement.

Dear Sirs,
I am writing to simply say thank you to Manchester 
United.

My name is Dave and I am a 35 year old epileptic 
who suffers from bipolar disorder. I have had my fair 
share of very dark moments. 

The one constant I have had in my life is my love 
for United. You can choose to believe this or not but 
the spirit the team shows gives me the spirit to keep 
going and for that I want to say thank you to Sir Alex 
and the rest of the squad.

I now live on the south coast so unfortunately I 
don’t get to come to the Theatre of Dreams very 
often, but I am saving like mad in order to see a 
game next season, especially as my nine-year-old 
daughter is also an avid Red.
Yours Sincerely, Dave Murphy

Dear MUDSA,
On behalf of Michael Stewart, his parents and staff 
would like to express their sincere thanks to you for 
organising a once in a life time event.

As you may know, Michael has not been outside 
for eight years and as an avid Manchester United 
fan, this was a very special treat for his first outing.

We cannot tell you how excited he was in the 
build up to the match and he thoroughly enjoyed 
the tremendous atmosphere once he arrived.

Once again, along with Michael we would all like 
to take this opportunity of thanking you for your 
kindness in helping to make a young man’s dream 
come true. 
Yours sincerely, Martyn Davies, Home Manager

Dear Cara,
I am not sure you are the right person to email but 
as our experience started with you I am hoping you 
can deal with my email.

I spoke to you a couple of weeks ago regarding 
disabled tickets for the Red Hearts United Legends 
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game on 2nd June. From the time of our first 
contact with you to the time we left Old Trafford 
after the game we really could not have asked for 
better service.

My dad has a severe lung condition but was 
extremely well looked after by everybody we met 
that day, from the ticket office, car park attendants, 
stewards and security staff on the lifts, my dad 
was treated so very well and if you have a means 
of doing so I would be very grateful if you would 
thank everyone concerned on our behalf.

We had a truly wonderful day.
Our grateful thanks to you all, Julie Barrow

Hi Des,
At the final home game of the season against 
Swansea, I took a photo of my dad, Roy Mather, 

waving his United 
flag and another 
photo of the 
thousands of 
United flags 
being waved in 
the East Stand.

 I have given 
you these photos 
as I feel they 
capture the great 
a t m o s p h e r e 
which was 

evident on the day. They may be suitable for 
inclusion in the next issue of Rollin’ Reds.
 Kind Regards, Stuart Mather

Hello Phil,
Just a short message to convey my gratitude for 
a fantastic afternoon at Old Trafford. The whole 
experience was first class and the staff and facilities 
are a credit to the football club and in particular 
yourself.

 Obviously the result was not what we were 
after, but having had such a great experience the 
disappointment did not last long.

 Thanks once again and good luck for the season. 
I hope you win the Premier League. 
 Kind Regards, Rob Clancy

Dear Cara,
Just to let you know that Miles and I had a fantastic 
weekend in Sydney during the preseason tour and I 
have attached a few photos of our trip.

 On Saturday morning, we decided to take a walk 
down to Circular Quay so Miles could see where the 
team were staying and we spotted a small group 
outside the hotel — this was a Manchester United 
official with the Premier League trophy and he was 
happy to let everyone have their photo taken with it!

They wouldn’t let us in the lobby but we saw 
Ryan Giggs and Phil Jones walk 
past the glass doors. 

After about a 20-minute 
wait to see whether any players 
would come out to say hello, 
we heard that the Manchester 
United bus was at the back 
door waiting to take the team 
to another training session 
and we were able to see them 
all transfer from the hotel 
to the bus from close range 
(including David Moyes) —
what a thrill for Miles!

 Ryan Giggs stopped to 
sign autographs with one 
small group and then Robin van Persie came 
straight over to our side to spend some time signing 
whatever people happened to have on them.

He was absolutely charming and didn’t hurry — 
what a great ambassador for United!

Miles didn’t have anything with him to sign but 
he has the ultimate — his signed shirt at home.

It was very much appreciated by the small crowd 
and we were so lucky to have timed our visit as we 
did. It was a beautiful day with the sun shining on 
the Sydney Harbour Bridge and the Opera House.

The match in the evening was really exciting, 
more than 83,000 supporters, 99% United fans. 

The noise was terrific and the atmosphere 
electric. Went all too quickly again. I don’t know 
that anyone cared too much about a win – it was 
the spectacle and seeing our team in Australia that 
counted, but the goals were celebrated loudly.
We hope they come again! Best wishes, Jane
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Personally, I was thrilled when Fellaini 
made his last minute move to 

Manchester United.
The fee was of absolutely no interest for me, I 

just felt we finally had the player to fill the hole in 
our midfield that we’ve been covering with sticking 
plasters for two or three seasons now. He is in fact, 
the first central midfielder we’ve bought in six years!

There are many misconceptions about Marouane, 
the biggest (and probably the least accurate) is that 
he is a big lump who is good with his head and his 
best position is just off the front man. 

Having watched him play for Belgium in his 
favourite position (defensive midfielder in a 4-2-3-1 
shape), I knew just what a good player was coming 
our way. 

When I heard the news that he was our player, I 
immediately started day dreaming of him playing 
alongside Michael Carrick and being the cutlass to 
Carrick’s rapier. Not quite Keane and Scholes, but 
the closest we were likely to get at the present time 
and the same basic principle.

Against Bayer Leverkusen, watching him win 
balls time and time again in midfield was a joy to 
behold. Together with Carrick, our back four had a 
screen in front of them that looked really solid. 

Marouane repeatedly met the big, lumped 
upfield balls of their keeper and headed them 
straight back to where they came from. For Vida 
and Rio it must have been a joy to watch. 

Clearly he’s not got the passing ability of Carrick 

but he’s not bad! I’m not a massive fan of statistics, 
but I can’t resist mentioning that whilst Carrick had 
the most touches of the ball with 105, Fellaini came 
a close second with 102 touches.

Marouane also recorded more interceptions than 
any other United player with five. Carrick completed 
nine out of his 10 attempted long passes. His best 
ever figures in European games. 

With Marouane to protect him and provide cover, 
maybe we shouldn’t be surprised it gave Michael 
the freedom and time to play those passes.

Having started this piece by playing down his 
heading ability, it would be foolish not to recognise 
that the extra height and strength he gives at 

United’s new hairo
With the Old Trafford stands packed 
with wig-wearing fans, Marouane 
Fellaini is famed for his barnet. But surely 
there’s more to our Belgian midfield 
maestro? Chas Banks investigates...
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corners at both ends of the ground is a very 
positive bonus. It has certainly been a joy 

to watch him clearing dangerous balls from 
our penalty area.

I think our midfield is going to be a lot 
stronger this season because of Marouane. I 

can’t see anyone dancing through it like Gareth 
Bale did a year ago. Marouane is 1.94m tall and 

his fighting weight is 95Kg So our “big guy” is 
bigger than most others teams’ “big guy”!

It’s true that Fellaini may not have the twinkle toes 
of Ozil or the eye for a killer pass of Fabregas, but 
what the big Belgian does allow is United’s creative 
forces (against Bayer Leverkusen) a quartet of Robin 
van Persie, Wayne Rooney, Antonio Valencia and 
Shinji Kagawa, the freedom to do plenty of damage.

Also, in an emergency, the way he nearly scored 
in the derby (with his left foot, too!) when given the 
freedom to go forward after Tom Cleverley came 
on, shows he could easily be the man to help us 
save a game or even win one from a losing position. 

Clearly it’s going to take David Moyes some time 
to work out exactly what his best team is and just 
where Marouane is going to fit in it. However, the 
victory over Liverpool eases the pressure on and I 
see nothing but positives from this signing. 

Full Name: Marouane Fellaini-BakkiouiDOB: November 22, 1987Age: 25Nationality: BelgianInt. caps: 42Medals: 1 x Belgian Championship with Standard Liege 07/08Place of birth: Etterbeek, BelgiumHeight: 6 ft 4 inWeight: 95 KgFooted: RightIn his early years, Marouane was a 10,000 metres runner, football came later. His father used to be a pro goalkeeper.

FACTFILE
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Well, here we are again — 
umpteen matches into the 

new season with our usual mixed 
start to the campaign.

After the euphoria of last summer, this 
one has been relatively quiet although, 
a few of our members haven’t just been 
dossing around soaking up the three 
weeks and one day of sunshine.

For one of our visually impaired 
members it has undoubtedly been a 
summer of relief. Gordon Collinge at 
(69 years young) got his BA (Hons). 
Well done Gordon.

Since Gordon was forced into early 
retirement by his failing vision seven 
years ago, he has spent six years 
studying with the Open University on 
his home computer fitted with Guide 
screen reader software. 

Having opted for an Honours Degree 
in Humanities, he was given credit for 
his existing H.N.C. gained thirty years 
earlier, and was assessed for financial 
support towards the annual fees for 
each of the chosen courses making up 
the required 300 study points.

The Disabled Students Allowance 
office at Milton Keynes then offered him 
help with renewal of computer software 
and provision of other equipment as 
well as help with the costs of attending 
tutorial meetings with his tutor in 
Manchester.

Many course materials and text books 
are available in a range of formats from 
large print to cone bound and audio 
disk including DAISY format CD.

Assignments in the form of essays are 
submitted via the internet and results 
are returned the same way.

As a person with no vision, Gordon 
had no difficulty in completing the 
courses he selected each year since any 
necessary graphic content and tables 
are audio described on accompanying 
recordings.

The different tutors for each year were 
all very encouraging while maintaining 
a professional need to ensure the 
student met the required standards.

Having accepted the services of the 
Disabled Students Allowance office, 
Gordon was deemed to be on a level 
footing with other students!

Losing one’s sight at a later stage in 
life can be a crushing blow but Gordon 
has discovered it can open up a new 
world of interests and achievement.

His wife, Jayne, and family are looking 
forward to celebrating his graduation 
ceremony at the Bridgewater Hall in 
October.

Anyone interested, and having already 
attained a suitable level of academic 
qualification (such as ‘A’ level or GCSE) 
can make enquiries with their local 
office of the Open University. The North 

West office is at Sharston, Manchester. 
Tel: 0161 998 7007 for Learner Support.

Whilst this speaks volumes about 
Gordon’s determination, it doesn’t really 
tell you how much hard graft (over many 
hundreds of hours) he had to put in to 
make sure everything went smoothly.

I did my degree in the late 80s 
as a mature’ish student 
and whilst it was one of 
the most enjoyable times 
in my life, it was also a 
mega-slog.

Again, well done Gordon, 
you should feel very proud.

Kerry Firth has also spent a 
big part of her summer singing 
in choirs in the winter of South 
Africa. Her mum, Julie, told me it’s been 
a real success so I’m hoping Kerry will 
email me and tell me more before the 
next issue of RR.

Another bit of news that won’t mean 
anything to anyone (except those it 
concerns), is the fact that two of our VI 
members (Gerard Jepson and myself) 
have, from the start of this season, been 
attending Old Trafford for 50 years!

We both came round the corner from 
Henshaws School (it was next to White 
City before it was knocked down in the 
80s) and we haven’t really looked back.

Our first four years of support 
contained many memorable European 

games, two league championships, 
and an FA cup! Not bad for starters.

We then had the doldrums before 
this incredibly successful period which 
neither of us ever thought we would 
see in our life times.

Both Jed and I know there is quite 
a number of people who have 

watched United for longer 
than we have, but we feel 

very proud to have been 
associated with this great 
club for such a long time.

I don’t think we will 
be here another fifty 
years but you never can 

tell... medical science is 
moving forward in leaps 

and bounds!
Everyone has commented about 

the rearrangement of steps and seats 
in our VI section. I’ve passed all your 
comments, and plenty of my own, on 
to Phil and he, as always, is doing his 
best to find out what can be done to 
address our concerns. Hopefully, we 
will have some favourable news for the 
next issue.

Finally, don’t forget the halftime 
draw. Sue is in her usual place in front 
of the loos, and remember, you won’t 
win it unless your in it!

Enjoy the football, if you can!
Nigel Taylor — VI Representative

Dedication’s what you need!
congratulations to vI member who earns degree at 69 years old!

Jed and I 

have been 

coming to 

Old Trafford 

for 50 
years!
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Age:
6

Number of years supporting United:
6

Earliest memories of Manchester United:
United v West Bromwich Albion, 16/10/2010

Best United Memory:
League and Champions League Double in 2008

Favourite all time United Player:
Ryan Giggs

Favourite current player:
Anderson

Player would most like at United:
Cristiano Ronaldo

Most memorable MUDSA moment:
My first ever MUDSA ticket

Hobbies:
Watching Manchester United

Usual match day companion:
My dad, Jonathan

Alex 
NieldDISABLED

SUPPORTERS
ASSOCIATION

DISABLED
SUPPORTERS
ASSOCIATION

We are committed to offering our 
members fairly priced products 

with all the profits going to MUDSA.
Merchandise is available on match days from 

Andy in the Ability Suite and from Liz in the 
quadrants. Merchandise is also available from the 
club museum.
 Badges, phone charms, lanyards £2.50 
 Keyrings (leather) £3.00 
 Keyrings (metal) £1.00 
 Pens (boxed) £3.00 
 1gB USB memory stick £4.50 
 SPECIAL OFFER 
 Boxed pen OR leather 
 keyring AND a badge £5.00 

Merchandise is also available at MUDSA events or 
by mail order (plus p&p). Contact Andy, Ann-Marie 
or Liz (details on contents page).

MERCHANDISE

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!



CHARITIES 
The Foundation manages the Club’s charity partners, Francis House,
The Christie and UNICEF, and the distribution of signed merchandise for 
charitable purposes.

EDUCATION 
We develop partnerships with schools to create community hubs and also 
deliver a range of educational programmes to primary and secondary 
schools, using Manchester United as a hook to engage youngsters. 

FOOTBALL
We strive to provide football opportunities for school children and those 
with physical or mental disabilities. We also manage the Manchester United 
Foundation FA Girls’ Centre of Excellence.

OUR GOAL
To educate, motivate and inspire future generations to build 
better communities for all.

We aim to achieve this goal by delivering in five areas: 

The Manchester United Foundation works in some of 
the most disadvantaged areas across Greater Manchester 
and uses the passion for Manchester United to educate, 
motivate and inspire young people.

We deliver football coaching, skills training, personal development 
and life changing experiences, providing young people with 
opportunities to change their lives for the better.

Red Heart United is the fundraising brand identity for all of 
Manchester United Foundation’s fundraising activities.

ABOUT US.

HEALTH 
Using football, and other sports, we aim to develop a range of programmes 
that improve the health and wellbeing of local communities.

COMMUNITY COHESION
We deliver a programme of football and alternative activities that act as a 
mechanism for community cohesion in some of the UK’s most deprived areas.

“Through training and 
playing with the Foundation 
I have been scouted to 
represent my country”
- Natasha Flint, U17s girls’ player
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“Through the 
Foundation I have 
recognised my dream 
of stepping on the 
Old Trafford pitch as 
head ball boy”
- Steven Boyd, Street Reds participant 
and head ball boy
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“By attending 
Foundation projects 
my confidence has 
grown and I have 
performed in front 
of huge crowds”
- Roosevelt Sigsbert, Street Reds 
and choir participant
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