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Twenty’s plenty — so 
why do I feel so bad?
Are we spoilt as United fans? I’m 

starting to feel guilty for feeling like 
what is possibly our 20th top-flight title 
is a bit of an anti-climax, but then it’s only 
a few weeks since we were talking about 
United winning a second treble!

Don’t get me wrong, I wouldn’t ever call winning 
the league (if we do) an underachievement, but 
since Christmas we’d romped into a 15-point lead 
at the top of the Premier League, had an away 
goal plus a home lead against Real Madrid in the 
Champions League and were winning 2-0 at half 
time against Chelsea in The FA Cup. Then Nani got 
sent off and we went out of Europe, Chelsea made 
a comeback to earn a replay and knock us out of 
the Cup and, last week, City rained on our Premier 
League parade by beating us at home.

Hangover

As I write, although City have played a game less, 
we’re still 15 points ahead which is nothing to be 
ashamed of because, as I said in this column at the 
start of the season, this year’s title would be hotly 
contested with Chelsea’s heavy investment and City 
eager to improve on last year.

So, how can I justify the way I feel? The answer is 
that I can’t. I’m probably just suffering a hangover 
from our double cup knockout, and once I 
(hopefully) see Nemanja Vidic lifting the Premier 
League trophy, order will be restored.

As I write, United need just 7 points from a 
possible 18 to rescue the silverware from City’s 
dusty, barren trophy cabinet which, rumour has it, 
Sheikh Mansour had to rush out and buy from Ikea 
in Ashton shortly after the final whistle last season.

And barring the unthinkable (a repeat of last 
year’s run-in) it’s still possible for United to break 
Chelsea’s 2004-05 total points record of 95 which 
would be a nice cherry on the cake. If we were to 

win every remaining game we would rack up a 
total of 98 points — another reason why I should 
pull myself together, dust myself off and stop acting 
like a spoilt brat!

Determination

It’s hard to pick a highlight when, as Nigel says 
further on in this magazine, the season has flown 
by so quickly. It doesn’t seem like very long ago 
that United were winning match after match where 
we’d conceded early on and then the team’s spirit, 
hard work and determination eventually shone 
through to bring about the victory. Apart from the 
obvious — United’s 20th title (if we win it), that’s 
what I’ll remember most from 2012-13... Oh, and 
van Persie’s match-winning, stoppage-time free kick 
at Wastelands which I was lucky enough to be there 
to witness — a classic moment (even if it got a bit of 
help from Samir Nasri).
Jamie Leeming — Production Editor

4 THE PLATFORM with Des

Despite a setback in the recent 
Manchester derby, United are sitting 

on a fairly comfortable 12-point cushion 
at the top of the Premier League and will 
hopefully be even nearer to a twentieth 
league title by the time you are reading 
this. It has been an excellent campaign 
with the Reds setting a new record for 
the most wins in the first 30 games of a 
top-flight season.

June 30th will mark the end of an era at 
Manchester United FC as our Chief Executive 
David Gill steps down after ten years at the helm. 
Although he will remain a director his departure is 
a loss to the Club and to MUDSA as he has been a 
staunch ally and supporter of  our cause. I’m sure 
that members will join me in wishing him well 
for the future and extend a warm welcome to his 
successor, Ed Woodward.

Whilst I was buried under the worst snowfall that 
my part of north Wales has known for a very long 
time, Jamie made his way manfully to Carrington 
to interview Dutch defender Alexander Büttner. 
Alex has made a very promising start to his career 
at Manchester United and you can read about it on 
pages 8-11.

Elsewhere in this edition we are delighted to 
welcome Rachel Riley from Channel Four series 
Countdown. Rachel’s dad is from Salford and she 
has been attending games at Old Trafford since 
she was a child. In October 2010 she presented a 
programme on MUTV featuring a tour of United’s 
training ground at Carrington and on pages 12 – 15 
she answers our 20-ish questions.

As I look through this edition before it goes to 
print, it makes me very proud to read the letters that 
come in to Phil and the MUDSA team from disabled 
supporters and their families/carers, regarding their 
matchday experiences. Not only do we get letters 
from home supporters but from many away fans, 
too. It is clear to see that Old Trafford extends a very 
special welcome to the less able. Read our letters 
section on page 16 and you’ll see what I mean. 

As this our last edition of the season it is only 
right that we acknowledge those who have been 
instrumental in the production of Rollin’ Reds 
throughout this season.

Our thanks firstly to Sir Alex Ferguson, Mr David 
Gill & the players for their continued support. To 
Karen Shotbolt, John Allen and all at Carrington, 

John and Mathew Peters for supplying the great 
images, our production editor Jamie Leeming 
for all his hard work, to our dedicated committee 
members Phil, Chas, Liz, Sue, Nigel, Andy & Ann-
Marie for their regular contributions and just as 
importantly to all of you out there, our members, 
who contributed and supported us throughout the 
season.

We’ll be back in September, so until then have a 
lovely summer.
Des Turner — Editor

Out with a bang...

5TEAM TALK with Jamie

united are top of the tree as David Gill steps down

Countdown’s Rachel Riley answers 20-ish questions on page 12

real, chelsea and city blemished a perfect season
Rio and Phil have 
been immense 
this season but 
the team were 
outdone by City 
at Old Trafford



76 UPS ’N’ DOWNS with Phil

As this season started many of us 
were understandably ‘down in the 

mouth’ about the conclusion of last 
season and the first few games weren’t 
anywhere near inspiring enough to lift 
the gloom.

Thoughts of going for another title seemed wildly 
optimistic and, judging from my view of the pitch, 
we certainly weren’t hitting form either. As the games 
ticked over and the points began to accumulate the 
post-match debates were all about ‘how can we be 
top’ but we definitely were and picking up points 
away to Liverpool, City and Chelsea. This started to 
add realism to the thoughts we were all trying to 
deny! Considering some of the big guns still had to 
come to us it almost became possible to consider the 
prospect that our self-imposed denial wasn’t even 
warranted; edging further away from the opposition 
at the top of the table gave us the tantalising prospect 
of winning the title race but still no one was prepared 
to ‘jinx’ the outcome of this 2012-2013 season and as 
I write I am still trying to be cautious! 

Monday, 8th April was supposed to be one of the 
final pieces of the jigsaw which brings us this season’s 
title but it didn’t go according to plan. Once again, 
that little chap who features prominently at the 
beginning of every MOTD produced a world class 
finish leaving us to feel incensed once more. We can 
only hope that this particular match provides the 
boot up the proverbial to get the job done!

New Systems….

Of course, this season started with the introduction 
of the new match application procedures and we all 
had a steep learning curve to climb. Nevertheless, 
with the help of the great team in the Ticket Office 
everything eventually slotted into a groove and now 
it’s true to say that almost everyone knows exactly 
how it works and how to try and make it work for 
them. Opinions about the new system were divided 
and we are still trying to help people in every way 
possible in the hope that we can guide them along 
the right pathway and make their journey smoother 
in their search to come to the Theatre of Dreams as 
many times as possible.

The MUDSA team would like to express their 
thanks to every MUDSA member for their patience 
and perseverance in getting to grips with everything 
that has been involved in the process; we know that 
it hasn’t been easy for everyone! 

David Gill

As the saying goes ‘Nothing stays the same 
forever’ but sometimes some changes take you by 
surprise and that was the feeling on the day that 
David Gill announced he was stepping down as CEO 
of the club. I can say without fear of contradiction 
that David is perceived as one of the best chiefs 
we’ve ever had. He is also a great ambassador who 
is now achieving worldwide recognition for the way 
he has steered the ‘majesty’ of Manchester United 
through, not only a successful period on the pitch, 
but a turbulent one off it. 

David arrived at the club as a Financial Director 
in 1997 and in 2003 was appointed CEO. He more 

than likely became aware of MUDSA soon after 
arriving and we soon discovered that David was 
a strong ally of MUDSA. The link between both 
continued to develop which inevitably helped us to 
stay at the ‘top of the tree’ in respect of the facilities 
that we all enjoy today. The Ability Suite is probably 
the finest example of the synergy the relationship 

Our sincere hope is that this process of change 
is gradually getting more comfortable for every 
member but it is vitally important that those people 
struggling should contact us for any assistance they 
may require. We expect to have the MUDSA AGM in 
early June and I suspect that will be an ideal forum 
for people to ask any questions they have and we 
will try our level best to provide the answers. Only 
after the conclusion of this season will we be able 
to evaluate the data from this season and make 
comparisons to the previous seasons; this may lead 
us into discussions about how well the new system 
works but at the moment I am not expecting that 
any changes will be invoked. 

has to offer and proof that the commitment of the 
club to its disabled supporters is unparalleled. 

Although stepping down as CEO David is still 
going to remain on the Club Board as a non-
executive director so we hope that he will still be 
seen floating around and definitely taking a seat 
to watch the games! The MUDSA Committee, on 
behalf of the entire MUDSA membership, would 
like to offer their heartfelt thanks to David for his 
support over years and we hope that he will be 
joining us at the MUDSA Annual Dinner for many 
more years to come.

And Finally….

It’s almost inconceivable that this issue of RR is 
the final one of this season! Time flies but we are 
still optimistic that the conclusion to this season 
will produce the return of what we believe to be 
rightfully ours!

Hopefully the new procedures won’t seem to be 
quite so daunting next season 
and everything will begin 
gelling together; rest assured 
we will be available to assist 
whenever needed so simply 
contact us if you need us. 

Once again our thanks 
go to everyone at the club 
who contributes to making 
the match day experience 
of disabled supporters what 
it is. Many aspects of what 
individuals do are frequently 
praised and we try our best to 
emphasise this in each issue 
of RR. This wouldn’t be RR if 
I didn’t sign off by thanking 
everyone involved so thanks on 

behalf of all MUDSA members to everyone around 
the club for everything you do. Don’t forget to join 
us at our AGM in early June, it’s more than likely 
going to be Monday, 3rd June so put the date in 
your diary and we’ll confirm to all MUDSA members 
very soon.
Phil Downs, MBE — Secretary/DLO

Let’s get the job done!

RvP’s injury 
time winner at 
Eastelands helped 
put us where we 
are today... Top 
of the League!

David Gill has been 
a major supporter of 
MUDSA during his 
time with the Club
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me a big party. There were a lot 
of singers and a lot of people. It 
was really nice. Everyone was so 
happy that I was going to play 

for United. I was really surprised. I 
knew most of the people there and 

some had come from all different 
areas of Holland. I was a bit of a super star!
RR: You seem very close to your family. How 
is that working out — being apart from 
them?
My family is here in England a lot of the time, 
because I am a family man. My brother has 

actually been living with me for quite a lot of 
the time here and my mum and dad, family 

and friends come over a lot of the time.
RR: Is it true that you grew up on 

a traveller camp?
No, I grew up in a normal 
house. My parents were 
born into a sort of camp, 

though. They had sort of like 
a white villa, but it’s difficult to 

explain exactly in English what the community was 
like. But there was no travelling. It’s nothing like a 
Gypsy lifestyle.
RR: Was it a hard upbringing?
Oh no. I had a good childhood. I had a good life. I 
think I have the best parents in the world and they 

gave me a good start.
RR: Your dad was a professional 

footballer. How much did 
you learn from him?

He taught me a lot. 

He went training 
with me every day. He 
played for some big clubs in Holland when 
he was young, but his mentality was not that good 
and that’s why he didn’t make it to the very top. 
Sometimes if he was heading to training but the 
traffic wasn’t good he would turn around and go 
home. He knew what he was doing was wrong and 
he taught me to do the good things. He trained every 
day with me on the fields and it was good for me.

Alexander Büttner might not have 
had much of a look-in at left back 

this season after signing a five-year 
deal from Vitesse Arnhem last summer, 
but the dogged Dutch defender has 
looked good in the games he’s played 
so far, including scoring on his debut 
and impressing in the recent 1-0 win at 
Sunderland.

Now Alex is setting his sights on regular games 
next season and tells the remarkable story of why 
his dad’s failure to make it as a top-flight footballer 
in Holland has spurred him on…
RR: How did it feel signing for Manchester 
United?
It was the biggest moment in my life. It’s a dream 
for any boy to sign for United and I was the 
same. I was really happy to sign 
here. United came to watch me 
over the course of one or two 
seasons when I was at Vitesse 
Arnhem and wanted to sign 
me. I knew that United were a 
big club, a really big club. I came 
and it was really different to back 
in Holland. Because this is one of the 
biggest clubs in the world I started to 
do more fitness than I ever did back home 
and it was hard, but now I really enjoy the 
whole regime.
RR: I read that your family had a big party 
for you when you joined?
Yeah. I signed here and then the day after I went 
back home to Holland. I didn’t know that there was 
about 4,000 people waiting for me and they gave 

united’s new left back chats with rollin’ reds

It’s a dream for        any boy
     to sign for                 United

Jamie chats with 
Alex Büttner
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me a good 

start



10 THE INTERVIEW Alex Büttner

RR: How did Ajax find out about you?
I just started playing for the club in my town and 
I think they found out about me from the national 
youth team. A lot of clubs wanted me, but Ajax were 
the club in Holland when I was growing up. It was a 
bit like when Manchester United were interested in 
me and everything happened so fast.
RR: You must have been good at a 
very early age to have spent 
six years there?
I remember when I was young 
that I always wanted to be the 
best and I’ve always been the 
same. I’m like that now and I 
think that is why the big clubs have 
come in for me.
RR: How did you end up signing 
for Arnhem if you were at Ajax?
I was tired. Every day my dad had to drive 
me at 6am from where we lived, for for 90 
minutes to Amsterdam, then my dad would drive 
back while I was at school and training all day. Then 
he would come for me again and we didn’t get 
home until around midnight and then we’d do it all 
again the next day. I was tired when I was training 
and Ajax said to me that I had to live in Amsterdam. 
I didn’t want that because I was with my family and 
I was still young. That’s why I chose a club near my 
town.
RR: What was it like meeting all of the players 
here? Did they all make you feel welcome?
Oh yes. On my first day, everyone was nice to me 
and told me what I had to do. They helped me 
settle. I only knew everyone from the PlayStation! 
And meeting Sir Alex Ferguson was great. I’m 
happy that he is my manager, because he’s the best 
manager in the world.
RR: Did you feel under a lot of pressure when 
you signed at United?
No. I don’t really feel the pressure. I simply enjoy 
playing football.
RR: Scoring on your debut for United 
was pretty special…

It was a big moment, against 
Wigan last year. I was really happy. 

It was like a dream come true. All of my 
family was here, my mum and dad, brothers and 
friends.
RR: Was that a typical Büttner goal, cutting 
in from the wing?
Yes. I like to make those runs to score a goal. But I 
also like to shoot from distance. I scored a lot of free-
kicks and penalties in Holland, too.
RR: Patrice Evra plays about 50 games a 
season at the moment. Does it frustrate you 
that you don’t get more games?
No, not really. I think I’ve played in around 10 
games or so and, for my first season, I think that’s 
really good. Patrice is a great player and I can learn 
a lot of things from him. He’ll help me and I can also 
help him. When I play I want to do my best. Patrice 
and I talk a lot to each other.
RR: How have you settled here? What do you 
think of Manchester?

The first couple of months were difficult 
for me because I’ve gone away 

from my family and started 
something new. But now 
I’ve settled in and I also have 

my girlfriend here. I also have Robin van Persie, 
who I can talk to. It was hard at the start, but now 

everything has started to become normal. I’ve 
signed for five years here, so I have to learn to 

feel settled. I like Manchester because you play 
for the biggest club and I enjoy every day.
RR: You mentioned Robin van Persie 
who signed at the same time as you. 
Has it been easier for you having 
another Dutchman at the club?
Yes, he’s made it easy. I know Robin. We 
go for dinner, me and my girlfriend with 
him and his wife. We can all speak Dutch 
together! Robin’s been in England for 
around nine years now, so obviously he 
knows how the first year in England feels 
and he’s been helping me with that.
RR: How do the facilities here 

compare to at Arnhem?
You can’t compare the two. Everything is 

so much better here. Of course Arnhem is a big club 
and I really enjoyed my years there, but here is the 
biggest thing.
RR: You used to be a winger?
I was a left winger, left midfielder and sometimes 
I played on the right. But one game, we played 
against Feyenoord and the striker towards the right 
was Leonardo, the best striker around in Holland 
then, and I played a very good game. Then the 
trainer started to think I’m a left back. Last season 
was my first season where I played left-back all the 
time. I really enjoy it and if you’ve played as a winger, 
you know what they hate. They hate when the left-
back comes up, presses them and joins the attack.
RR: We saw the picture of you and Robin 
van Persie in Bugs Bunny pyjamas on an 
airplane. What was that all about?
Ha, yes! It’s not nice if you have a lot of hours on 
a plane and you have to wear a suit. The pyjamas 
were on the plane and we put them on. We didn’t 
go out and buy them together. I only took the 
picture for my website and now they’re all over 
the world!
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1) Describe yourself in five words: 
Independent, practical, logical, easygoing, giving

2) What’s the best advice you’ve ever been 
given?
Never dig a wine cellar in a boat.

3) If you could only listen to one album for 
the rest of your life — what would it be and 
why?
Something by the Beach Boys, it’s cheerful and my 
dad used to play them when I was small. If I’m not 
fed up of them by now it’s a good bet for the long 
haul!

4) What’s the worst job you’ve ever had?
I did an internship at a hedge fund in London one 
summer before I finished uni, the worst bit was 
commuting in from Essex on the 5.29am train — I’m 
not a morning person and I just couldn’t handle it!

5) Which two United players would you most 
like to have on Countdown, and why?
Rio because he’s got good banter and would have 
fun with it Vs RVP to get to know him a bit more, 
he comes across as a very nice and intelligent man.

6) What would you do if you were invisible 
for a day?
Follow Sir Alex around, but not in a creepy way!  
Just to see what it’s actually like to be him.

7) Where will you be in five years time?
That’s a scary question for a newly wed but I keep 
getting asked! I tend not to plan more than a couple 

of weeks ahead but hopefully still presenting 
Countdown and other things too.

8) Which newspaper(s) do you read?
The Times does a brilliant Science magazine called 
Eureka once a month that I try to remember, 
otherwise the Evening Standard. I mostly look online 
for the news now.

9) Do you have any tattoos? Of what? Where?
No, my little brother had around seven by the time 
he turned 18 and my getting one would have sent 
my mum over the edge!

10) What’s your greatest achievement?
I’ve always gone for things when they seem 
improbable or even impossible like getting into 
Oxford or applying for my job on Countdown, 
so getting the yeses in the first place were big 
achievements for me. Getting on and doing well 
in them are harder and so bigger achievements.  
Posing next to words like GROWLERS and SPUNKIER 
without laughing are also up there, well I’ve almost 
managed that!

11) Have you ever sung at a karaoke night, 
and if so which song?
I can’t sing a note! Jeff Stelling did a memorable 
rendition of Billy Joel’s Always a Woman at a 
Countdown Christmas do, so if forced, I’d do that. 
At least mine wouldn’t be the worst version of it I’d 
ever heard!

12) Can you tell us a joke (that we can print)?
What’s the difference between a dog?... One of 

12 20-ISH QUESTIONS Rachel Riley

its legs is both the same... It doesn’t make any 
sense but seeing how confused people get can 
be funny!

13) Have the hairs ever stood up on the 
back of your neck and if so, why?
Nope — no hairy neck.

14) Is cricket boring?
Hell yeah!  Any descriptions of enjoying watching 
it usually involve sunshine, the outdoors and a 
drink, none of which you need the cricket for!  
Any sport played for five days, with one team 
scoring higher but still drawing is ridiculous.

15) Do you think it’s funny that football 
fans say “we” when they talk about their 
team?

Not at all. You grow up watching your 
team and supporting them through 

the highs and the lows and it gets 
in your blood. Fans travel up and 
down the country and around the 
world supporting their team and 
spend so much time and money 
on it.  Players come and go and 

are paid to be there, if the fans 
can’t say “we” then I don’t 
know who can!

16) Who’s the best player 
you’ve ever seen at Old 

Trafford?
So many! Ronaldo for his trickery; Rooney for his 
strength and power; Scholes for his passing and 

She’s been on Celebrity Mastermind with Manchester 
United as her chosen topic, and now she faces Rollin’ Reds’ 
20-ish Questions... It’s the Countdown numbers lady...

Rachel Riley
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how he can control and dictate the tempo of the 
game and Schmeichel for just being superhuman.

17) Best and worst experiences at United?
The worst was against Bayern Munich in 2010 
when we were knocked out of the Champions 
League on away goals.  We would’ve gone through 
at 3-1 up but Rafael was sent off after 50 minutes 
and Robben scored after that. The atmosphere 
was incredible and the fans made up for being 
a man down but it was gutting to be knocked 
out.  The best was the following season, again in 
the Champions League. I was working with the 
lovely Jeff Stelling on Countdown and he 
was covering the Champions 
League for Sky so he snuck 
me in with him a couple 
of times. I watched the 
Chelsea quarter final with 
Jeff and Jamie Redknapp 
and Ray Wilkins (both with 
Chelsea connections). It was 
brilliant to see us win that one! 

18) Half time... Prawn 
sandwich or a pie? If pie, what 
kind?
Prawns are my favourite food, not even 
Roy Keane after his weird Nani red card rant can 
put me off them!

19) Do you sing the sweary football songs?
I love singing the songs, some of them are so funny 
but I try to save the swear words for shouting at the 
TV when I’m watching at home and only the cats 
can hear me! I don’t have a problem with hearing 
it myself but I took Susie (Countdown dictionary 
corner) Dent’s 11-year-old daughter to Scholesy’s 
testimonial in 2011. We sat in the family area and 

heard some words that let’s just say wouldn’t 
feature on Countdown which was a bit of a shame 
considering the occasion.

20) Who has been your favourite opposition 
team — domestic or foreign?
The whole spectacle of the Champions League 
final against Barcelona was incredible and if you’re 
going to lose a final then losing to the best in the 
world at that time is who you want to lose to. Our 
Countdown producer is a Blackpool fan so I was sad 
that they went down after playing us on the last day 
of the season in 2011 they played with good spirit 

against us both times.

21) Have you ever played 
football at any level?

I used to go to half term 
soccer schools when I was 
little but I didn’t play again 
till uni. I joined my college 

team. Christ Church-Oriel. 
and we won the league 
at 11-a-side and seven-a-
side. We weren’t playing at 

a great standard but I loved 
it!  I played attacking midfield 

and I was better with my head 
than my feet!  I joined a Sunday league team 

in Southend when I left uni but had to give it up 
because of working away on Countdown.

22) Who would win at boxing between 
Simon Cowell and David Walliams, and why?
Simon Cowell because he’d probably pay someone 
to do it for him! I’ve met David Walliams and he’s 
a lovely and gentle man and he’s got the height 
advantage. But Simon Cowell’s competitive streak 
would mean he’d want to win at any cost.

14 20-ISH QUESTIONS Rachel Riley

23) Dead or alive, who would you most like 
to dine with and what would you discuss?
My relatives. I never got to meet them or to 
see what their lives were like. We think some 
fled persecution in what was Russia a few 
generations back but they didn’t speak much 
English when they came over so we don’t 
have any good records. I’d love to do ‘Who 
Do You Think you Are?’ and find out.

24) If you were a biscuit, which 
would you be?
A Ben’s Cookie — they’re amazing if they’re 
taken out of the oven before they’re 

completely cooked.  I’m impatient with little 
things like that and am always popping the 

toast up too early and running out the door with 
half dried hair. 

25) What would be the first thing you would 
do if today was your last day?
Make some banana and chocolate pancakes.

26) If you had to describe Man City and its 
fans to a stranger, how would you do it?
Manchester City is a football club which after 32 
years with no silverware was bought by an Arab 
billionaire. They spent £930m in just over three 
years to win their third ever Championship on goal 
difference! They are currently 15 points behind 
Manchester United who are bidding on their 20th 
Championship. City fans often claim that they are 
the biggest club in Manchester, citing a larger 
percentage of fans living in the city than rivals 
Manchester United. This isn’t true... United 
has more fans in Manchester, yet, with the 
millions around the world who also love the 
Reds this percentage is much smaller. City 
have no such global appeal.

I played 

attacking 

midfield and I 

was better with 

my head 

than my 

feet!

Rachel with former 
Countdown host, 
Jeff Stelling, who 
snuck her into 
watch games while 
working for Sky
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Joel Castro Pereira is an academy 
recruit at United since July 2012 

and has been doing well for the youth 
and reserve team.

He joined the Red Devils after an impressive 
trials and the 16-year-old has been a success 
story ever since. The youngster, who has dual 
Swiss-Portuguese nationality, is nicknamed 
as “The cat” and has an eye on the coveted 
number 1 spot at Old Trafford, however, he 
faces competition from academy graduates 
Jonny Sutherland and Pierluigi Gollini.

He said, “My goal is clear... to be the number 
one of Manchester United in the future.

“I have to be ambitious. When I walk into Old 
Trafford, I realise it’s there that I want to be.”

He also praised the atmosphere around 
the whole United camp: “It’s all fantastic. The 
training, the environment, the link between the 
professionals and the youth.”

Joel 
Castro 
Pereira
Swiss teenager has 
his eye on no1 spot

Hello Mudsa! 
I joined my twin brother George in November 
for his birthday present, George suffers a lot with 
depression due to his cerebral palsy and feels 
isolated due to our town, 
Immingham, not offering 
a lot at all. He goes to 
school in Hull so it’s 
difficult for him to meet 
up with his school mates 
due to the miles between. 
But yesterday he went to 
his first United game!

He’s been to Old 
Trafford twice before for Soccer Aid but this was 
nothing compared to watching the Red Devils! So 
can I say, from the bottom of my heart, thanks to 

everyone at MUDSA for as 
George said: “One of the best 
days of his life.” Firstly he got 
a wave from Robin Van Persie 
during the warm up which 
made his day as he adores 
Robin, and secondly we won!

He also had his match 
day programme signed by 
Anderson and Kagawa!

I am really thankful for the 
amazing day he had all thanks 
to MUDSA!
Thank you so much! 

Dear Sirs,
I’m an Everton fan and attended the game at Old 
Trafford. I want to commend MUDSA and the club 
for providing a first-class match day experience.

A wheelchair user myself, I have been to Old 
Trafford many times to watch rugby union and 
Super League Grand Finals and I cannot fault the 
facilities for disabled supporters. The organisation 
is exemplary. From the moment I enter the ground 
the stewarding is friendly and helpful. My first visit 
to the Ability Suite was a real eye-opener — such a 
wonderful facility to have. TV, refreshments, warmth 
— everything you could wish for pre match.

The viewing platforms are excellent. So spacious 
and well laid out. Plus having toilet facilities aplenty 
is a real bonus too. All in all, a truly hassle free match 

day experience and MUDSA must take great credit 
and personal satisfaction for the efforts you have 
made.

A shame about the result, but I don’t think 
anyone expected a repeat of last season’s 4-4 
epic!
Kind regards, Chris Smith

Dear Phil,
l’m writing to thank you very much for 
your support and for the help you gave me 
and my grandson,  Leeroy Graham, to join 
MUDSA. He and his carer went along to 
Saturday’s game against Arsenal and said it 

was a wicked day out. l thank you from the bottom 
of my heart . 
Marie Owens

Dear Phil,
Thank you so much for helping with John’s 
arrangements on Saturday. He got home on Sunday 
evening from his weekend in Manchester and has 
not stopped enthusing about the match.
Regards, Steve

Hi Phil,
While I feel the phone in system was fairer because 
the more effort you put in and the more often 
you dialed, the better chance you had of getting 
through and getting a ticket.

But one must not ignore the fact of how well 
we are treated. I had a ticket recently for the NW 
Quadrant. There was a long queue but as soon as I 
was seen I was taken to the front of the queue, into 
the lift and then to my seat. Before half time I was 
asked if I wanted anything from the cafe, and how 
much do we have to pay for this five-star service? 
Absolutely nothing which is amazing. I can’t thank 
you enough I so look forward to every game.
Many Thanks John Kirk

Good evening,
I am a Chelsea supporter who has just attended the 
FA Cup game today at Old Trafford.

I am a disabled supporter and have been around 
the country and Europe supporting my club and 
I have never been anywhere so helpful as your 
stadium — so much so that it would have been 
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wrong of me not to let you know. I particularly 
wanted to thank Steward number 174 as he 
treated me like I was a good friend of his making 
sure I was comfortable and got around OK. At 
half time I was struggling with the cold and 
in a lot of pain and he took me somewhere to 
warm up before the game kicked off again. I can 
honestly say I couldn’t ask for better support this 
afternoon and was treated like a VIP. 

Thank you so very much for going beyond 
the call of duty and making it such a pleasurable 
experience.
With great thanks, James Koppert 

Andrew is a passionate supporter of Manchester 
United but had never been to watch his team 
play.  Approximately 20 years ago Andrew 
suffered an acquired brain injury resulting in 
him being confined to a wheelchair and only 
able to communicate by non-verbal means but 
this did not stop him from watching his team 
beat Stoke City at Old Trafford.

With help from Home Instead, Andrew 

registered with MUDSA and was able to obtain 
tickets for a match. Steven Porter, a Home 
Instead Care Giver who assisted Andrew during 
his visit to the match, said: “The Ability Suite and 
arrangements for disabled supporters at Old 
Trafford are fantastic. Andrew had a smile on 
his face all the time we were there.  We had a 
great view and the support from stewards made 
everything effortless and ensured Andrew had a 
day out he will never forget”. 
Many thanks to MUDSA for making it all possible.
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Valencia was born Luis Antonio 
Valencia Mosquera on August 4th, 

1985 in Nueva Loja, also known as Lago 
Agrio, Ecuador, which is located in the 
Amazon Rainforest.

Antonio helped his mother sell drinks outside the 
stadium of his local club at Lago Agrio and would 
then search for empty bottles for his father to sell 
to a bottle deposit in the capital, Quito. He used to 
play barefoot on the pitch next to the bungalow he 
shared with his parents, five brothers and sister.

When Valencia was aged 11, scout Pedro “Papi” 
Perlaza spotted him playing on a dusty field near 
his home, and signed him to the local FA-run 
sports academy in Sucumbíos. At the age of 16, 
Valencia accepted an offer to play for El Nacional, 
the military-backed club in Quito. Nobody knew 
about Valencia’s decision except his mother and 
his elder brother, Carlos Alfredo, who paid the fare 
for his eight-hour bus journey. He began in central 
midfield and on a salary of fifty dollars a month

After having made his international debut in 2005 
in a 5-2 World Cup qualifying win against Paraguay 
— marking the occasion by scoring two goals — he 
was snapped up as a 19-year-old by Spanish side 
Villarreal for £1.2 million. But after failing to break 
into the ‘Yellow Submarine’ first team, he was 
loaned out to Recreativo Huelva as he adjusted to 
football in Europe. In 2006, his performances at 
the World Cup caught the eye and Wigan Athletic 
signed him on loan for the following season.

The Ecuador international spent three years 
with Wigan Athletic, initially on loan for 18 months 
before sealing a permanent switch in January 2008.

An impressive campaign in 2007-08 saw him 
linked with moves to Liverpool and United as he 
became one of the most important players for the 
Latics. Another consistent season followed and 
having been tracked by United manager Sir Alex 
Ferguson for some time, the Red Devils beat off 
reported competition from Real Madrid to sign the 
winger.

Valencia joined United in June 2009 for a 
fee believed to be in the region of £16 million 

Magnificent seven
Manchester United’s 
Ecuadorian winger 
has progressed from 
Amazon to amazing!

19

and impressed in 
his first season at Old 

Trafford with a number 
of assists and seven goals 

for the club.
He made his debut for United 

in the 2009 Community Shield 
and netted his first goal against 
Bolton in October 2009, keeping 

a frustrated Nani out of the team 
or at least consigned to his unfavoured left-wing 
position for much of the season thanks to a series 
of lively performances, which earned him a place in 
the 2010 Premier League Team of The Year.

On 1 August 2011, Valencia agreed a new four-
year deal with Manchester United that will keep 
him at the club until the summer of 2015. Prior to 
the start of the 2011–12 season, Valencia picked 
up an ankle injury on international duty with 
Ecuador at the Copa América during the summer. 
He missed United’s entire pre-season tour of the 
United States because of the injury. He also missed 
the first month of the season because of a lack of 
match fitness. 

On 3 July 2012, it was confirmed that Antonio 
will wear the famous number 7 shirt, worn by past 
players such as Bryan Robson, George Best, Eric 
Cantona, David Beckham and Cristiano Ronaldo, 
after requesting the number upon Michael Owen’s 
departure from the club. The number 25 shirt was 
given to Valencia’s new team-mate Nick Powell.
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Once again, we are fast 
approaching the end of the 

season.  I don’t know where the 
time goes — it doesn’t seem that 
long since United’s opening day 
defeat against Everton.

Since submitting this column two 
weeks in advance of the publication 
date, one or two important games 
will have taken place that will go 
unmentioned here.

Apart from the disappointment of 
Real Madrid our recent home games 
have been extremely successful. 
Wins over Fulham and Reading in 
the FA Cup followed by a draw with 
Chelsea. The league has brought a 
hard fought win over Southampton 
and a comfortable victory over 
Everton. The win at Fulham, and 
the away visit to Shepherds Bush 
for a pulsating payback 2-0 victory 
over QPR were an absolute joy. 
Then came the home thrashing of 
Norwich with Kagawa’s hat-trick, 
and having travelled to Norwich on 
the train for the away game I was 
very pleased with this result. Did 
you know you can get to Lanzarote 
quicker by plane than Norwich by 
train? Most recently for now, a tepid 
win over Reading has put United an 

unbelievable 15 points clear and it’s 
still only the middle of March!

With a third visit to Stamford 
Bridge this season for the cup replay 
and also a visit from the “not-quite-
as-noisy-as-they-were” neighbours, 
followed by the visit of Chelsea in 
the league, every game starts to look 
very important indeed.

Sharpening up...

You may recall I mentioned in the 
last issue that I intend to sharpen 
up this column. I also asked for your 
suggestions and am still awaiting 
them with baited anticipation! With 
my intention in mind I hope you find 
the following of interest:-

In April of the 1892-93 season 
when United were still Newton heath 
and heading at full speed for division 
two. However, we were saved for 
one more year because we won our 
two test match games (equivalent 
to the modern-day playoffs). At that 
time, there were only sixteen teams 
in division one and we tended to mix 
it with such illustrious company as 
Preston, Accrington, Notts County 
and Sheffield Wednesday.

We finished the season with 
only eighteen points and we were 

hammered by just about everybody 
— winning six, drawing six and losing 
18 in front of crowds averaging 
5,000. Our biggest win was 10-1 in 
the home game against Wolves and 
that remains a record to this day.

What a dreadful last season that 
must have been at North Road before 
moving to the belching chimneys of 
Bank Street. I wonder how devoted 
fans must have felt watching players 
like Fall, Erentz, Donaldson, Stewart, 
Hood, Parker and Prince.

Moving forward 100 years to the 
1992-93 season and life as a United 
fan had picked up considerably 
under the stewardship of the current 
boss. It was the season that brought 

a long-awaited Championship — 
United’s first for 26 years.

April was a glorious month — we 
started off with that brilliant 3-1 
victory at Norwich, then came the 
2-1 home victory over Sheffield 
Wednesday when Steve Bruce scored 
those two late goals, then the 1-0 win 
at Coventry and the 3-0 home victory 
over Chelsea with a lovely own goal. 
The 2-0 win at Palace where the 
stadium rocked and the celebrations 
at the Blackburn home game where 
they tried to spoil the party by scoring 
first — and failed abysmally! The final 
victory came at Selhurst Park against 
Wimbledon and how ecstatic we all 
were, and how proud of those heroes 
we still are.

I can’t remember ever going 
to work during April 1993 but I 
suppose I must have done. I seem 
to remember spending most of my 
life on trains and in pubs celebrating.  
It’s surprising how very little has 
changed over the past twenty years! 
What were you doing in April 1993? 
Please let me have your stories.

Twenty years on to 2013, we know 
where we are going this season so I 
shall say no more.
Nigel Taylor — VI Representative

Where has the season gone?
time flies when you’re having fun!

United’s opening day 
1-0 defeat at Everton 

doesn’t seem like 
that long ago
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We are committed to offering our 
members fairly priced products 

with all the profits going to MUDSA.
Merchandise is available on  match days from 

Andy in the Ability Suite and from Liz in the 
quadrants. Merchandise is also available from the 
club museum.
 Lanyards NEW £2.50 
 Badges £2.50 
 Keyrings (leather) £3.00 
 Keyrings (metal) £1.00 
 Pens (boxed) £3.00 
 Phone charms £2.50 
 SPECIAL OFFER 
 Boxed pen OR leather 
 keyring AND a badge £5.00 

Merchandise is also available at MUDSA events or 
by mail order (plus p&p). Contact Andy, Ann-Marie 
or Liz (details on contents page).

MERCHANDISE

Store hundreds of MP3s, digital photos or other 
computer files on this handy 1GB USB memory 
stick. It has a built-in keyring loop and comes in a 
presentation box — yours for just £4.50!

NEW!

MY MUFC with Andy 23

Age:
54

Number of years supporting United:
37

Earliest memories of Manchester United:
1977 FA Cup Final against Liverpool

Best United Memory:
Winning the league in 1993

Favourite all time United Player:
Gary Bailey

Favourite current player:
David de Gea

Player would most like at United:
Cristiano Ronaldo

Most memorable MUDSA moment:
Presenting Peter Schmeichel with the MUDSA 
Player Of The Year trophy

Hobbies:
Music and jigsaws

Usual match day companion:
My sister, Jackie

Julie
Hall

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!
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ParalympicsGB Sports Fest 

comes to Sheffield!

After the huge success of the inaugural festival in December, ParalympicsGB Sports Fest is back. 

If you’re disabled, want to have fun & try something new, then Sports Fest could be for you.  

Come along to try loads of different Paralympic sports, find out how to get involved & meet  

some of our incredible Paralympic medal winners!

What’s on offer

Meet the -  
medallists 

Try the sports -

 
Get inspired -

 
Where:
When:

get Paralympians’ autographs & 

have your photo taken with them

 
chance for disabled people to try  

a range of Paralympic sports

hear from inspirational figures

involved in disability sport

 
EIS, Sheffield 

April 26-27, 2013

Attendance is free, just register at 

www.paralympics.org.uk/sportsfest 

to let us know you are coming.

Have you been inspired by theLondon 2012 Paralympic Games? 

Meet the  –  get Paralympians’ autographs &
medallists have your photo taken with themTry the sports –  chance for disabled people to try 
 

a range of Paralympic sportsGet inspired –  hear from inspirational figures 
 

involved in disability sportWhere: Surrey Sports Park, Guildford
When:  December 3 - 4, 2012
Attendance is free, just register atwww.paralympics.org.uk/sportsfest to let us know you’re coming.

If you don’t live near Surrey, don’t worry!

ParalympicsGB Sports Fest will be coming to other parts of the UK in 2013.

What’s on offer

Are you disabled, want to have fun & try something new? Then come along

to ParalympicsGB Sports Fest, a free event for disabled people giving you

the opportunity to try out loads of different sports, find out how to get 

involved & meet some of our incredible Paralympic medal winners!
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