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The boys at the back 
are back in town!
After the game against Tottenham 

back in January, a few City-supporting 
friends of mine were understandably 
jubilant about Spurs’ injury time 
equaliser and even went as far as saying 
they should have won the game.

For any neutrals who didn’t see the match and 
only read the statistics (see below), they might 
agree, but I prefer to keep my Red-tinted glasses 
on and read between the lines… it was a fantastic 
defensive performance which was sustained right 
up until a momentary lapse of concentration in the 
93rd minute — not a bad performance when you 
consider United were away at White Hart Lane.

Coincidence

The stats told a similar story 10 days later when 
a spirited Southampton turned up at Old Trafford 
and ran us ragged for most of the second half. An 
early Saints goal and two for us ensured we took 
all three points, thanks, once again, to a heroic 
defensive performance.

It’s no coincidence that as United have recently 
benefitted from the return of Nemanja Vidic and 

Phil Jones, the goals conceded statistic 
has dropped from and average of 1.44 

per game before Christmas to 0.75 per game since.
These numbers will no doubt please the boss 

with all the selection options as he’ll be able to give 
everybody game time going into a busy period of 
Premier League and FA Cup matches and, of course, 
the eagerly-awaited Champions League fixtures 
against Ronny’s Real Madrid.

Excuses

On the topic of defensive injuries… one piece of 
news that might please some United fans as our 
nearest league rivals head into a similarly busy period 
(although, without any European excursions) is the 
defensive crisis being suffered by Manchester City.

As I write this, news has just broken about further 
delays to Vincent Kompany’s recovery. Now I don’t 
know about you, but if we’re going to win the 
league this season I’d rather not give my City-fan 
mates any excuses — so get well soon Vinny!
Jamie Leeming — Production Editor

4 THE PLATFORM with Des

Hello and welcome to the first Rollin’ 
Reds of 2013 — the edition that 

marks the 10-year anniversary of my 
becoming editor.

The time has gone quickly and as you would 
expect, the magazine has evolved considerably over 
the years. We are as proud of it today as we ever 
were and know that with the continued support 
of you, our readers and Manchester United we 
can continue to improve and flourish over the next 
decade and beyond.

Coincidentally, the Ability Suite was opened ten 
years ago by Mr David Gill, our Chief Executive, and on 
page 18 of this edition Phil Downs chats with United’s 
Group Property Manager, George Johnstone, about 
his involvement in the development of this great 
asset to MUDSA members. George is about to retire 
and I’m sure that members will join me in wishing 
him a long and happy retirement.

Spooky

Just after Christmas whilst at a match, I noticed 
a newly opened parcel on the shelf area at the 
back of the Ability Suite. I could see there were 
magazines within the brown paper and at first I 
thought that they were recent copies of Rollin’ Reds 
that hadn’t been handed out. To my amazement, 
the magazines in the package were pristine copies 
of the February 2003 magazine that were my first 
as editor and where they’d been for the past ten 
years is anyone’s guess. I asked Phil about how they 
came to be there and he could shed no light on the 
mystery either. I’m not a great believer in ‘spooky’ 
stories but you can make of this what you will.

The day after the tough home fixture against 
Southampton, Jamie and I were invited to Carrington 
to interview United’s Phil Jones. A difficult start to 
the season saw Phil sustain back and knee injuries 
which kept him out of the team until late November 
but he’s back now and will hopefully feature in the 
first team for the remainder of the campaign. Our 
interview is on page 12 and our thanks go to John 
Allen at Carrington for setting it up for Rollin’ Reds.

Elsewhere we have an inspirational feature by 

wheelchair adventurer Pete Donnelly. Pete was badly 
hurt in a motorcycle crash six years ago but has since 
gone on to raise a considerable sum of money for 
charities including BackUp which supports people 
who have suffered spinal cord injuries. You can read 
about his adventures on page 8.We also have, along 
with all our regular features, a 20-ish Questions 
from TV and radio presenter, Terry Christian.

As I write, United are unbeaten in the league 
since mid-November and are nicely poised for the 
run in with a comfortable, if not unassailable, nine 
point lead at the top of the Premier League. There 
are some very big games to come, of course, and 
we will soon welcome back to Old Trafford one of 
the Reds’ greatest ever players, Cristiano Ronaldo, 
when we play Real Madrid in the Champions 
League. Let’s just hope that he has something of an 
off day! 

We’ll be back in April, so until then, ‘bye for now.
Des Turner — Editor

Perfect 10 (x 2)

5TEAM TALK with Jamie

united’s defenders return to form and fitness

Des and the ability Suite celebrate a decade

Match statistics from Tottenham Hotspur v Manchester United, 
January 20, 2013

Des’ first edition of Rollin’ Reds from February 2003



76 UPS ’N’ DOWNS with Phil

It’s cold, it’s worse than damp, still 
dark, still snowing, yet we are already 

two thirds of the way through the 
season and a superbly measured strike 
by Wayne Rooney around the legs of 
the defender inside the far post 
proved enough to beat Fulham 
for the second time in a week 
to secure three points. 

It’s not often we’re happy to see 
Steven Gerrard score from a good 
few yards but it certainly made 
me smile when he did so against 
City recently! A net gain of two 
points over the weekend of the 
Fulham away game now means 
we have a nine-point advantage 
but still nobody is ready to commit 
to staking a claim for the title and we 
all know why!  

Of course, we’ve just finished the period 
of ‘window shopping’ and we wouldn’t normally 
expect to be dipping our toes into the market at this 
point. However, United did — for a very promising 
young winger, Wilfried Zaha, who will join us at the 
end of this season from Crystal Palace. The MUDSA 
committee and members would like to extend a 
very warm welcome to him and we look forward 
to his contribution starting in August; we also wish 
him a very promising international career with the 
England national team who could do with a bit 
more strength down the channels.

Our Thanks

It’s understandable that most of us wouldn’t 
know the people behind the scenes that perform 
crucial roles ensuring more than 75,000 people are 
safely shipped on and off site for every home game. 
One of the people pivotal in making this happen 
has also been pivotal in the stadium development 
and expansion that we have witnessed over the last 
15 years. George Johnstone first came to us 15 years 
ago, a very proud Scot and a man who is extremely 
diligent and proud of the work he’s executed with 
so much attention to detail. 

and are really getting stuck into what amounts 
to another sizeable chunk of work for them. Our 
thanks go to them for all their efforts so far as we 
make more progress to smoothing the pathway.

Would you believe it!

In the previous issue of RR I referred to the 
forthcoming 10th anniversary of the Ability Suite 
opening and I was in the midst of discussing this 
with a colleague just after half-time in the FA Cup 
replay against West Ham. I was approached by a 
Hammers supporter who had a couple of friends 
with her and said that she wanted to stop to say 
thanks to the Club for providing such an amazing 
facility as the Ability Suite! We had an enjoyable 
few minutes of conversation about the benefits the 
Ability Suite offers and how it came into being in the 
first place and she was absolutely amazed that we 
had had such a great facility for that amount of time.

Given that some visiting supporters from other 
clubs and the occasional acerbic remark by those 
closer to home try to make a political point by saying 
that the provision of the Ability Suite is ‘divisive by 
segregating disabled supporters’ it was extremely 
heart-warming to hear an away fan take the time to 
stop and tell us how much it had been appreciated 
and to offer her congratulations to the Club. They 
concluded by saying ‘every club should have one’ 
and they explained that even though they may only 
get back home at around 4am it was the best away 
match they had ever been to! 

Red Heart United

United v Real Madrid is on the schedule in the 
Champions League but some members may be 
aware that United and Real Madrid Legends faced 
each other in a charity game in the Bernabéu early 
last June.  A ‘soft launch’ of the return game which 
is entitled ‘Red Heart United’ has already taken place 
and it’s been mentioned on our Facebook page. 
Some members have already booked their tickets but 
you’ll hear more about it over the coming months. 
We want to give you advanced notice that it’s on 
the horizon as you might want to get your places 
booked to see what promises to be a great occasion.

George is the Group Property Manager and 
has responsibility for ensuring every facility United 
owns is up to scratch and ticking over as it should 
be. It’s a massive job but George has always been 

thoughtful and approachable when it comes 
to the facilities for disabled supporters. 

Think of the Ability Suite, and MUDSA 
members have benefited hugely from 

what he has been able to bring to 
the table in this regard. Of course, 
everyone around the Club does 
their bit and is aware of MUDSA 
and its members but the fine 
detail of what goes into making 
a facility work is something that 
George was in control of. Suffice 

to say MUDSA members owe and 
offer George our heartfelt thanks 

for the part he’s played in making 
our facilities what they are today… 

unrivalled!
As George thinks about disappearing over the 

horizon and ticking off the things that he won’t have 
to do anymore we would like to wish him a peaceful 
and happy retirement, however, peaceful may not 
be the right adjective to use as he sees himself flitting 
between his daughters to do ‘grandparent things’!  

Enjoy your retirement George, with best wishes 
from every MUDSA member!

New System

We are still conjuring with the new application 
system and most things are gliding along. Concerns 
expressed to us are hopefully being satisfactorily 
dealt with and we are pleased to see some people 
are really happy with the new processes. As yet we 
can’t calculate the overall spread of successful and 
unsuccessful applications but this is something we 
are likely to browse through at the end of the season.

Please be assured that we are attempting to 
smooth the path as much as possible and reduce 
any pain and anguish. In the MUDSA office we are 
working closely with the staff in the Ticket Office to 
get everything ticking over as efficiently as possible 
and the staff over there have been absolutely great 

All proceeds are going to the MU Foundation 
which is the charity arm of the Club. It’ll be 
something to cherish and we wait with bated 
breath to see which stars will grace the hallowed 
turf of the Theatre of Dreams. 

The date to put in  your diary is Sunday, 2nd 
June 2013, so if you want to book, just use the 
usual booking procedures to secure your place and 
support the Foundation.

55 Years

On the February 6th, MUTV showed the 
gathering of supporters and well-wishers to 
commemorate the 55th anniversary of the Munich 
Air Disaster. Supporters of a certain age don’t need 
anything explained because that date and what 
happened is engraved in their hearts, but we hope 
the younger generation share the feeling of being 
‘United in Grief’ for those that perished so many 
years ago. The tragedy feels more recent each time 
the anniversary comes around so our thoughts and 
prayers are with the family and friends of all those 
who died and we can feel secure in the knowledge 
they will never be forgotten.

And finally…

Although it’s been a woeful winter to follow a 
saturated summer in the context of our wonderful 
climate, we have seen an amazing season so far and 
we can only hope it continues in the same vein as we 
move closer to the next critical period on the football 
calendar — Easter. It won’t be long before MUDSA 
members start hearing about the Player Q&A and 
the annual MUDSA Bowling Challenge which adds 
up to a busy time ahead for every MUDSA member 
and we would always at this point thank everyone 
at the club for their contribution in ensuring that we 
just continue to get bigger and better.

As always, feel free to contact us with any 
comments you may have or any news you may 
want to share with us. We hope you enjoy the early 
onset of spring and the accumulation of yet more 
points as we begin to feel the excitement build!

Thanks and take care,
Phil Downs — MUDSA Secretary / DLO

Advantage United — again...

Chicharito celebrates 
Wayne’s winning goal 
against Fulham
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Summer 2006 was when my life 
changed forever, in a way that I never 

anticipated or thought I’d be able to 
cope with.

A head-on collision with a lorry whilst riding my 
motorbike left me with a T6 (chest level) spinal cord 
injury and many other broken bones and nerves that 
were damaged. Over time, the bones healed, the 
nerves were operated on and the scars faded. The 
other injuries were somewhat irrelevant because 
the spinal cord injury had left me permanently 
paralysed and using a wheelchair to get around — I 
was thrusted into a world I didn’t want to know.

The most difficult time after my accident was the 
bed rest — staring at the ceiling for weeks on end, 
not knowing what I was going to do now I couldn’t 
walk. It left me depressed and with 12 weeks of lying 
there I had plenty of time to contemplate all the 
things that I’d never be able to do again.

Getting out of bed for the first time was good 
but the wheelchair I was given at first left me with 
a sense of despair of how difficult things were going 
to be. The longer I spent out of bed, the more 
strength returned to my arms and when I got my 
first lightweight wheelchair I felt like I was flying. This 
was only on the smooth surfaces inside the hospital 
ward, however. When I went outside and had to deal 
with the real world I got slowed down a lot.

Discharge from the spinal unit came earlier than 
I expected and with nowhere for me to live I went 
to live at a nursing home. I was placed in the young 
disabled unit there, this made me chuckle because 
I was the youngest person in there by about 25 
years. If there was one positive I took from the time I 

spent there it was that it highlighted my 

as a wheelchair user! My personal favourite 
of the week though was wheelchair skills. 
Experienced wheelchair users came in to teach 
us skills that would increase our independence in 
everyday life. I was so inspired by the wheelchair skill 
that the next year I decided to sign up and become 
a trainer myself.

A trip back to the hospital for corrective surgery 
over Christmas and New Year took me away from 
my degree for three months but taught me a very 
valuable lesson – make the most of the time you have. 
With this is mind I decided that the next summer 
I’d take my first trip abroad to prove to myself that 
I could still do everything I could do before my 
accident. I decided to go and work in the USA.

I applied for a summer job at a theme park in New 
Jersey (omitting my disability out of fear of rejection), 
packed my bag and booked my flight. I researched 
US employment laws before I left home and was 
ready to quote them if the theme park management 
had any problem with me being in a wheelchair. 
I’m sure you can imagine my disappointment when 
they were very accommodating and I didn’t get to 
perform my rehearsed literature!

Working in the States over summer was a 
great experience. Now I had a driving license, I 
was free to rent cars and get to see some great 
cities like Philadelphia, Chicago and New 
York. My personal favourite was on my 
birthday when I rented a convertible 
Mustang and drove to Washington 

DC. I’ll always remember 
driving along in the 

dependence on my parents to drive me places which 
I wasn’t happy about and this motivated me to learn 
to drive a car.

Driving as a wheelchair user is something that I 
didn’t even know could be done. It’s actually really 
simple. Some push/pull hand controls are fitted to 
an automatic car to control acceleration and braking 
and you’re good to go! Learning to drive was easily 
the best thing I did when I got out of hospital, just for 
the amount of independence I gained. I could now 
go where I wanted when I wanted.

Keen on exploring other things to keep myself 
occupied now I was a chair user I came across The 
Back Up Trust, a charity that support people who’ve 
sustained a spinal cord injury through a range of 
services. I went away on a multi activity course in 
Exmoor which really opened my eyes to possibilities. 

My week away was spent kayaking, horse riding, 
abseiling, camping and hand cycling — stuff 

I had no idea I could do 

sun with the roof down and Alright by 
Supergrass blasting on the stereo. After 

a turbulent couple of years, it was a great way to 
celebrate my 23rd birthday.

After returning to the UK to finish my degree, I was 
sat in the library when I got a phone call from Back 
Up asking me if I’d be interested in taking part in the 
first Liverpool triathlon to raise money for them. I 
didn’t even have to think about it. Where do I sign? It 
was going to be a tough challenge but that’s what I 
wanted and getting the chance to raise money for an 
amazing charity like Back Up was a bonus.

The triathlon consisted of a 750m open water 
swim, 20KM on a hand cycle and a 2.5KM sprint 
section for which I used a racing wheelchair. It was 
a real test to complete the triathlon, but I’d put in a 

lot of training and I felt as though it 
stood as a real testament to how 
far I’d come, mainly because 
the triathlon fell on the third 
anniversary of my injury.

After finishing my degree 
I decided to do some 

more travelling in 
a developing 

country as it’s 
s o m e t h i n g 

I’d always 
w a n t e d 

to do 

Wheels of appeal
Since breaking his back 
at the age of 19, united 
fan Pete Donnelly has 
travelled the world to 
raise money for spinal 
cord injury charities

Pete stops to gaze at 
Mount Everest on his 
amazing journey
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and now I felt confident enough to 
do it. I decided to go and volunteer at 
the Centre for the Rehabilitation of the 
Paralysed (CRP), the only spinal unit in 
Bangladesh. The 100 bed unit in the 
capital of the most densely populated 
country in the world is easily the most 
inspirational place I’ve ever visited. It 
was amazing to see what had been 
built over the last 40 years and just 
how many people it was now helping 
each year — around 30,000.

I spent 4 months working alongside 
the peer counsellors at the centre, 
talking to patients and also teaching 
wheelchair skills to the health 
professionals working there. I got to witness the 
cultural and economic difficulties faced by people 
with a spinal cord injury, or any disability, when 
living in a developing country. Seeing the prejudice 
that people face, the lack of social support and the 
reduced life expectancy made me realise just how 
lucky we are with what we have in the UK.

One day when I was looking at Google maps, 
I noticed it would be possible to return to the UK 
overland. My idea was to take buses and trains back 
home, a journey that would take me across China 
and Russia then back into Europe, taking about six 
weeks. It promised to be more interesting than the 
14-hour flight that had taken me to Bangladesh. I 
decided to do this as a fundraising event for the CRP, 
with my goal to raise £5,000 to enable them to open 
up a small centre in the north of the country. I called 
my trip ‘Rolling back home’.

I started blogging about my plans to make this 
journey and I started to get messages from friends 
that I’d worked with in the past but hadn’t seen in 
years. They told me that with a small detour to my 
route I’d be able to visit them. I had a look at the rail 
networks on my route and saw that by taking a few 
boat crossings it would be quite easy to go slightly 
further east than I originally planned. My new route 
took me as far east as Osaka, Japan.

I’d never taken on anything like this trip before. 
But having done a lot of travelling across Bangladesh, 
on completely inaccessible transport, I knew I was 
capable of managing on my own. 

In January 2011 I got onto a night bus on the 
crowded streets of Dhaka and set off on my trip. I 
crossed the Indian border as the sun rose the next 
morning and by afternoon I had reached the border 
of Nepal. I felt like I was making good progress.

My first night in Nepal was spent on a bus ride to 

There were a lot of long journeys on this trip. The 
longest was sailing from Osaka to Shanghai which 
took two days across the East China sea. The water 
was rough and it made me feel sick — I blame the 
sea but it was more likely the Chinese beer I’d had at 
the karaoke party the night before. The longest train 
ride was across Kazakhstan, a mammoth 71-hour 
slog from Almaty to Aktau, about 3,000KM. This was 
really tough because I spent all the time on my bed 
with the sun beating down on me.

The trip ended up a 14,000 mile, five-month tour 
which took me across 19 countries. I raised £6,000 
for the CRP in Bangladesh to fund a small centre in 
the north of the country giving people access to 
services that were previously unavailable to them. 
Last month 200 people were given treatment there.

Once back in the UK, I came across the Mongol 
Rally, a 6,250-mile road trip from London to Ulaan 
Baatar, the capital of Mongolia. This rally includes 
driving across mountain ranges, deserts and some 
of the most remote places on Earth. Always looking 
for a challenge I thought that I could make it more 
interesting by recruiting a team of only chair users.

We started our journey on July 14th — it was an 

Kathmandu. This was probably the worst bus ride 
of my trip — a fourteen-hour, non-stop overnight 
expedition sat at the back of the bus getting 
bounced around in the freezing cold. Despite the 
uncomfortable first night, Nepal was a wonderful 
experience where I managed to go paragliding in 
the mountains of Pokhara and then ride an elephant 
on a safari in the Chitwan national park.

Early in my journey I was on a guided tour across 
Tibet when, one day, driving through the Himalayas, 
the bus pulled over and I lifted myself out wondering 
why we’d stopped, only to find myself gazing upon 
the stunning Mount Everest! I sat looking at this 
distant colossus and felt sad inside, upset at the 
thought that I would never be able to reach the peak 
of what is one of the toughest challenges on Earth. 
I then thought about what it was I was doing — 
travelling from Bangladesh to the UK overland, alone 
as a wheelchair user. That was the moment when 
I realised that first you should do all you can in the 
world, only then despair at the things you cannot.

The varying cuisines across Asia certainly proved 
interesting. I found my favourite in Taipei — snake 
soup! It came with three shots, one of snake blood, 
one of venom and one of the gall bladder.

awesome way to celebrate my birthday! Our 
route took us across Europe then Iraq, Iran, 
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Russia 
and Mongolia. We passed through wildly 
diverse cultures and camped in some unusual 
locations – including camping in a layby in 
southern Turkey that resulted in a 3am wakeup 
call from armed police for camping illegally!

Before the rally, we were aware of the 
difficulties that lay ahead for all 300 teams entering. 
Participating as a team of chair users would only 
add to the challenge but we proceeded undeterred, 
confident that with adequate planning and problem 
solving along the way this was an achievable goal. 
We were under no illusion, we knew that this 
would push us further than we’d been before, both 
physically and mentally — but moving out of your 
comfort zone is where the magic happens!

I did this rally for two reasons: Firstly, I want 
people to see what is possible as a wheelchair user, 
which I believe is almost anything. Secondly, all 
three of us wanted to support The Back Up Trust, the 
charity that showed us that life isn’t over just because 
we now use a wheelchair instead of our legs. They 
helped us at a time when we could not see past our 
initial preconception of life as a chair user. 

For more information about The BackUp Trust, 
visit: www.backuptrust.org.uk or to view some 
of Pete’s journey and his amazing 
wheelchair skills, scan here with a QR 
code reader on your smartphone, 
or visit: www.tinyurl.com/adzdozj

On the Great Wall 
of China and, 
below, The Temple 
of Heaven, Beijing

Pete in Dhaka, Bangladesh, 
with six-year-old wheelchair 
user, Jibon and, below, 
taking a ride in a rickshaw 

Camping during 
the Mongol Rally



    

12 THE INTERVIEW Phil Jones 13

their boss and then run out of 
steam towards the end…
No, they just didn’t give up. They kept 
coming back and kept coming back. But 
games like that prove there really are no easy 
games in this league. Take the QPR game, too. 
After the Southampton game, the gaffer said that 
was one of the best teams we’d played against this 
season. I’d agree. They took the game to us. To 
be fair, we should have killed the game off in the 
first half, but we just couldn’t manage it. That just 
proves how tough it can be.
RR: As one of the youngest in the team, it 

must be great to be surrounded by so much 
experience. Were you star struck when you 
first arrived and met the players and the boss?
Oh yes! I remember the first time I saw the other 
players, it was when we were on tour in America 
and I was quite nervous if I’m absolutely honest 
right at the start. It was nerve-wracking, with 
Scholsey and Giggsy walking in and shaking your 
hand and things like that. It was daunting. But they 
all made me feel welcome and I soon settled in.
RR: How did you first hear that United were 
interested in you?
Well it was off my agent. He just gave me a call to 

say he thought United were interested. Then I got 
a call from the gaffer here. He rang me and 

told me that he wanted me here and 
things progressed and here I am.

RR: And you won a medal 
in your first game, in the 
Community Shield…

Yes, I did. That was great. That 
was the thing, you see… I came 
here to win medals, to win stuff, 
so to do that in my first game 

was brilliant.
RR: Blackburn’s quite a big 

club, but what’s it like to play for United, 
with the pressure, the fans worldwide…
It’s mad! There’s no room for error. You have to 
perform every time you play and the pressure is 
there. But I like the pressure... I thrive off it!
RR: What’s it like to play alongside the likes 
of Scholsey and Giggsy and Rio?
Their experience rubs off on me. It’s a big help. 
They’ve been around, seen it, done it and worn 

I like the pressure…
I thrive off it!

Phil Jones has had his fair share of 
success and disappointment in his 

relatively short career at United.
From bagging a trophy in his first match for the 

club to the start of this season wrecked by injury, 
Phil’s been on something of a roller coaster. Now 
he’s targeting a high point for United — wrestling 
the Premier League crown back off City. Here he 
tells Rollin’ Reds just how hungry he and the rest of 
the team are for success…
RR: We’re starting to look towards the back 
end of the season now, and we’re all aware 
of what happened last season. Does that 
serve to make the players more vigilant, not 
to let City back in it?
It’s always in the back of your mind and you try 
to eradicate it. We don’t want to have that same 
feeling again in the dressing room so I think it’s part 
of what’s driving the team on this season — you can 
see it in their eyes. We’ll do everything we can do 
to put it right. We’ve got a great set of lads playing 
well together and looking a lot more defensively 
solid. We were hit by a lot of injuries at the start 
of the season, that’s no excuse for anything, but it 
doesn’t help and any manager will tell you that, 
too. But we’re starting to gel together now. Rafael’s 
getting better with ever game, and Vidic was great 
against Saints, too.
RR: How was the match against 
Southampton? That looked hard…
Yes, it was a hard one, a bit of a grind. But it was 
good and we got the right result in the end.
RR: I think the fans expected 
Southampton to have a 15 minute 
blast after a bit of a roasting from 

united’s versatile no4 
tells rollin’ reds what 
it’s like to play for the 
world’s biggest club

Jamie and Des 
chat with Phil
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the T-shirt. To have those types of players around 
you all the time, helping in training, is great. You 
couldn’t ask for much more than that as a player.
RR: Who did you grow up wanting to play 
like, then?
That’s a difficult question, to be honest. I supported 
Blackburn growing up. I remember going to watch 
them and my dad and uncle lifting me over the 
turnstiles when I was a lad. But I’ve never really 
had a hero growing up as such. I just knew I loved 
watching football. It didn’t matter what game it 
was, either, whether it’s one of the lower league 
sides, to Manchester United and Chelsea. I’d watch 
anything. I’ve always liked any sort of football, at 
any level. I’m still the same. There was a 
game on the other night, Torquay 
v Exeter, and I watched it. But I 
just love it!
RR: If you didn’t have any 
heroes when you were 
growing up, do you have 
any now?
It’s a difficult question again, because 
obviously I play in a lot of different 
positions, so I see a lot in different 
players. I’m always looking at players in 
various positions and watching how they play, 
seeing how they adapt. I couldn’t necessarily pick 
out one individual outside of United. Obviously, at 
the club, you’ve got Rio Ferdinand and Nemanja 
Vidic. Those guys are immense.
RR: Talking of positions, you’ve said you 
prefer the centre-back role. But you must 
relish the chance to play anywhere, just to 
be on the pitch…
Of course. I’m playing for Manchester United at 
the end of the day. I can’t be picking and choosing 
where I play. Obviously, centre-back is always my 
position, but I’m happy to play wherever I can. It’s 
not easy to get in at centre-back. The guys who 

have been in the side have been 
brilliant. They’ve done a great 
job and I’ve been out injured for 
the first half of the season. That 

was frustrating, but I’ve had a run 
of games in the side now, three at 

centre-back, which is great. I just 
like reading the game from centre back. You know, 
stepping in, winning headers and setting attacks 
off, it suits my game.
RR: So you’re on a good run at the moment. 
You must be hoping that continues after 
your bad luck early in the season?
Yes, I had a back injury at the start of the 
season so I had to get that sorted. 
Then, in my second training 
session back after my 
back injury, I got a knee 
injury. Then I had to 
have an operation on 

my knee. It was 
a frustrating start to the 

season for me.
RR: What are the recovery 

facilities like here?
They are second to none. There is 

literally everything you need, everything 
you could want. There’s a new treatment 

centre and new equipment recently added. 
On days following a match, we come in. Those 
who are training go to do that and others might 
get on the bikes for a bit and then into the pool. 

It’s fairly light stuff the day after 
a match — and I picked up a 
dead leg during the Saints 
match. It’s something I hope 
to shrug off.
RR: With a run of matches 

close together, is it low key 
the day after a game?

Yes, it is. The fitness is there for 
the next match, you see. You don’t need 
to work on that by keeping training at an 
intense level. You maintain your fitness by 
playing the games. So we just come in, 
we’ll have a little bit of a game and then 

work on the tactical side of things.
RR: Gary Pallister recently compared 
you to Bryan Robson and Roy Keane on 
MUTV. What do you think about that?

Well, it’s obviously always nice to hear comments 
like that. They are two great players who have 

played for United and graced the shirt. It’s a nice 
feeling to hear people say that. But I’ve said it before 
that while it’s nice to get praise, you can’t just stop 
and admire what you’re doing. You’ve just got to 
carry on striving to be better. If I can be half as good 
as Robson or Keane then I’ll have done well.
RR: What’s been your highlight of being at 
United so far?
The medal on my first game for United was brilliant. 
It was a great day and my family were all there. I 
hope I’ll be there again for the FA Cup final in May. I 
thought we were going to get Man City in the draw 
for the fifth round when there were only a few balls 
left in the hat.
RR: Finally, are you doing anything for your 
21st birthday this month?

It won’t be anything too spectacular. I think 
I’ll just head out for a quiet meal with my family. 
Unless I don’t want to be playing, because I’ve got 
a game on Monday, it won’t be anything else!
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The Christmas party took place on 
December 18th in the International 

Suite at Old Trafford.
It began around 11am with a fantastic cooked 

breakfast, then just after noon the players began 
to arrive with Paul Scholes first through the door. 
The rest of the team were close behind and you 
could feel the excitement as each of them arrived 
and went around the tables meeting members and 
their families, having photographs taken, signing 
autographs and chatting away.

It was then time for the Mudsa Player of the Year 
Award which was won by Wayne Rooney. Ann 
Marie and William Camden presented him with it.

Later came the raffle with some great prizes which 
raised a lot of money for MUDSA, thanks to Sue 
Rocca and Liz Edwards who helped sell raffle tickets.

Thanks, also, to Chas Banks for helping organise 
the day, Des for manning the door, Mark Jones our 
compere, all the staff at Old Trafford and Wig Wam 
who supplied the sound system.
Ann-Marie Lewis — Family Events

William Camden 
and Ann Marie 
present Wayne 

with his MUDSA 
Player of The 

Year award

MUDSA Christmas Party 2012
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the day to day stuff and what was your first 
big project?
George: The role hadn’t actually existed before so 
the day to day stuff accumulated over a period of 
time as people who had got tasks on their list of 
things to do realised that there was now someone 
in the Club who actually knew about it and could 
deal with it.  The main reason for recruiting me was 
to manage the stadium expansion of the East and 
West stands and the training ground development 
so it was straight into two major projects and at 
the time I was looking ahead thinking what will I 
do when that’s finished but that has never been 
a problem. There has always been something 
new coming up so it has virtually been a rolling 
programme of development (to the credit of the 
Club) with a continuing programme of investment, 
whether it has been the plc or the current owners 

Phil: Expanding the capacity of a big iconic 
stadium must have been very good to get 
involved with. What did you feel to see each 
project completed and how difficult was it 
to get the job done
George: While you are working on it you are 
concentrating on the detail and the day to day 
running so you don’t think about the finished job. 
When you have finally got through and dealt with 
all the snagging and you are able to stand back, 
then you can take some real pleasure. Standing 
in the stadium looking round with a full house (v. 
Fulham, I think) when the Quadrants were finished 
was phenomenal and produced a a tremendous 
feeling of satisfaction. You just try and picture in 
your mind’s eye what it was like before we started. 
While it’s actually going on you are just looking 
at the problems, how do we make sure all these 
seats that we’ve sold for the start of the season are 
actually there when the fans arrive!   

Phil: Over the years you’ve clearly worked 
closely with David Gill and other Board 
members. How have you found it as senior 
properties person working with the Board.
George: There has always been clear direction, clear 
requirements and clear thinking which makes it 
easier to deliver what they want. Too many people 
are woolly; they can’t give you something to work 
on. So, for example, when we were asked to come 
up with a scheme for the Quadrants we didn’t have 
long (3 months) and I then had to do a presentation 
to the Board. The brief had obviously been good 
because when I presented the initial proposal to 
them, that’s what we built. First attempt!  My point 
is that if you are given a clear brief it is easier to 
deliver.

Phil: When developing the quads you had 
to ‘dovetail’ the project into the existing 
East and West stands which must have 
made it a complicated development but 
how did it compare with the development 
of Carrington? Another extensive project, 
intended to be World Class and more than 
likely with complications of its own? 
George: In terms of cost, the Quadrants were the 
most expensive job we’ve done and more than 
difficult. You’re right that integrating them into 
the existing Stands was challenging and I guess 

Phil: Nobody knows what you do?
George: That’s a good thing 

Phil: We will soon be commemorating the 
10 year anniversary of the Ability Suite and 
you are on the final countdown to your 
retirement. Over the years you’ve played 
such an important role in bringing that 
project together through its various stages 
of development. A lot of disabled supporters 
experience has been influenced by what 
you have done over your 15 years or so and 
we’d like to remove the cloak of anonymity 
and expose the person behind it all! What 
did you do before you first came to 
United?
George: I am a Chartered Surveyor by 
profession and worked for the Scottish 
Cooperative Wholesale Society (CWS) 
and had a spell with British Rail, which 
most Surveyors seem to have done. After 
that I started a period of 22 years with 
CWS which had taken over the Scottish 
CWS while I was at BR and was promoted 
from Glasgow to Manchester to run the 
Estates office there in 1981, mainly dealing 
with property management 
and development which 

was where I learned an awful lot and gained the 
experience which I put to use in my time at United.  

Phil: When you applied for the job what 
were your expectations and what went 
through your mind when you did?
George: I had been contacted about the job and 
asked if I was interested….head-hunted if you 
like and went through a series of interviews with 
different people and waited to hear. I was very 
keen to do the job. When this came up I was doing 
consultancy work at the time but when I learned 
that I had been successful, it was cause for great 
celebration. I was down South working at the time 

and phoned my family to let them know. My 
older daughter offered her opinion that it 

would give me more ‘street cred’ than 
my previous work with the Co-op so 
I obviously went up in her estimation 
then! It came at a very good time for us 
because one daughter was already at 
University and the other one was at the 

point of doing her A Levels. 

Phil: So when you got into situ at Old 
Trafford and found out what the job 

was actually like what was 
your first impression of 

as we approach the 10-year anniversary of what has 
been a wonderful era for manchester united’s disabled 
fans, it is also the end of an era because the man who 
has overseen massive projects like the expansion of 
Old trafford and the bulding of the ability Suite is 
retiring this april. Phil chats with George Johnstone...

‘The Ability Suite we ended 
up creating is something 
which is truly exceptional’

Before and after: 
The Ability Suite 

is situated where 
the ticket office 

used to be

George Johnstone 
has been with the 
club for 15 years
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of wheelchairs in the concourse area wasn’t good 
because we’ve got the emergency services there 
and if something happened it could have caused 
problems.  The Ability Suite provided a very good 
solution to keeping the concourse free, plus 
providing at its lowest level a ‘shelter’. We went 
beyond that by providing what is effectively a 
lounge with all its facilities and the contribution we 
had from Vodafone with the assistive technology 
together with the idea of using it as a learning 
facility on non-matchdays.  

Phil: It started off with a kernel of an idea. 
It became evident to all of us that the space 
being there in the form it was meant we could 
actually do more than we expected it was 
capable of delivering. I think one of the most 
astonishing things to me was the cost because 
I never really expected it to cost a fortune 
and if I was going to hazard a guess in those 
days I would have thought £60k at the end 
of the day. In fact it cost £150k The Club and 
Vodafone jointly funded it. It was exceptional 
for the Club to consider spending that amount 
of money for their disabled supporters. What 
do you think that says about the Club?
George: I wasn’t party to the discussions but I 
honestly don’t think it would have been seen as 
exceptional on the part of the Club. I don’t think 

they would feel they need to be congratulated for 
doing something out of the ordinary. I think there 
would have been the view that this is the right thing 
to do and right time to do it. Obviously we could 
have done a much cheaper job but we had a clear 
view of what could be achieved and we made sure 
we did it well and the Ability Suite we ended up 
creating is something which is truly exceptional.

Phil: Curiously, last night we played West 
Ham and just after half-time this lady 
came up in a wheelchair with two carers 
explaining how wonderful it was and the 
fact that every club should have something 
similar or the same. She could not believe 
that such a thing existed. It had provided 
her with the best away match experience 
she had ever had. It was very heart-warming 
to hear it said.  
George: A lot of people that come regularly to 
our matches don’t realise how good this place is 
compared to other grounds because they don’t 
go to other grounds. This is it as far as they are 
concerned so they don’t think twice about carping 
and criticising. They don’t understand that parts of 
the stadium are older than others and they should 
take pride in a stadium with such a great history 
and facilities which we strive to improve year on 
year and are the envy of most Clubs.

purely from a technical point of view, the biggest 
achievement that we’ve had.  Development of the 
training ground started with a green-field site on 
top of peat which was very difficult but being part 
of the development of a class leading facility was 
quite exhilarating and I can remember the 
excitement of the first time we showed the 
Manager and the First Team squad round 
the building before they went off on their 
World Club Cup trip to South America. 
Bearing in mind they had been at the Cliff, 
the transformation to a new level was 
beyond belief. The transformation was 
enormous and we have just completed 
a further redevelopment of the training 
ground to extend the facilities even more 
and raise the standards even higher. I 
have to say we are really proud of what 
we have done there. 

Phil: Doing Carrington must have brought 
you into almost daily contact with the Boss 
at times. The times you did have to liaise 
with him how was it?
George: Very amenable and very professional in his 
approach…straight forward.

Phil: Did he have any input into the design?
George: It was very much his vision of how we 
should move forward, firstly with the development 
in 1998/99 and then, because of the changes which 
have taken place since in the science and medicine 
of football he felt that we were lagging behind. He 
wanted us to be back at the forefront having state of 
the art facilities. That’s where we are now.

Phil: How many clubs have their own MRI 
scanners! 
George: Indeed.

Phil: What will be your abiding memories?
George: First of all it doesn’t seem like 15 years 
and yet when I look around at what we have done 
and I say we because it’s not just me. There are a 
lot of people working as a team, working with and 
for each other and I cannot over emphasise how 
important that team is and I think we have done a 
great job and I feel proud, for example, of the new 
Ticket Office building. That has resonance for you 
because its former location was used for the Ability 
Suite.  It’s hard to believe that the ticketing operation 
was actually in that space. We take particular pride 

in the Ability Suite. It was a facility we were crying 
out for and we had talked many times about how 
to improve things and the Ticket Office move finally 
gave us the opportunity. I suppose I take pride in 
all that we have done but if you were to ask me 
which developments were among the best the 
project we did to create the press area , Treble Suite 
and VIP lounge was probably the most startling 
transformation.  If you remember what was there, 
the VIP lounge was pretty dowdy - it was like a 
bland hotel lounge anywhere in the country but 
now, 10 years on it still looks fresh and sharp. 

Phil: With regard to the Ability Suite, the ticket 
office move to its own building made that 
space available. I remember speaking with 
you about getting people off the concourse. 
It seemed like an ideal opportunity but we 
didn’t know if we would be successful as there 
was a lot of interest in it.
George: Of course, space is always sought after.

Phil: From your perspective what was 
achieved as someone with stadium 
responsibilities after David Gill had 
approved the concept?  
George: I know from our point of view we felt there 
was a gap in provision for wheelchair supporters 
in inclement weather because on some occasions 
it was really unpleasant sitting on the platform. 
So, providing proper ‘shelter’, for want of a better 
description, in those conditions was important 
because, looking at it operationally, having a lot 

Before and after: George has overseen 
many projects including the quadrant 

stadium expansion

1 WHERE WERE YOU 
BORN? At home, on a farm 
between Nairn and Inverness 
but was brought up on a 
farm in North Ayrshire

2 POSITION AT UNITED? 
Group Property Manager

3 WHAT DOES YOUR JOB 
ENTAIL? Development, 
management and 
maintenance of MU Property

4 CAN YOU TELL US A 
CLEAN JOKE? No

5 HOW LONG HAVE YOU 
WORKED HERE? 15 years 
at the start of March

6 WHAT SORT OF CAR DO 
YOU DRIVE? Volvo XC60

7 BEST PLAYER EVER AT 
OLD TRAFFORD: Ronaldo

8 EARLIEST MEMORY OF 
MANCHESTER UNITED? 
My father showed me a 
newspaper cutting about 
Munich (I was about 7 or 8 
years old).

9 WHO IS THE MOST 
FAMOUS PERSON THAT 
YOU’VE EVER MET? Pele

10 DESCRIBE YOURSELF IN 
FIVE WORDS: No

11 WHAT IS YOUR 
FAVOURITE COLOUR? Red

12 WHAT IS THE BEST 
ADVICE THAT YOU’VE 
EVER BEEN GIVEN? Never 
assume anything

13 FAVOURITE RECORDING 
ARTISTE? Jethro Tull, Yes 
and The Beatles

14 FAVOURITE SONG? Baker 
Street – Gerry Rafferty

15 WHO WILL WIN THE 
LEAGUE THIS SEASON? 
Manchester United

16 WHERE WILL YOU BE IN 
FIVE YEARS TIME? No idea

17 IS CRICKET BORING? Yes, 
desperately!

18 WHICH NEWSPAPER/S 
DO YOU READ? Telegraph

19 WHAT IS YOUR 
FAVOURITE BISCUIT? 
Tummocks Caramel Wafer

20 HAVE YOU EVER SUNG AT 
A KARAOKE NIGHT? No

21 HOW DID THE 
DINOSAURS BECOME 
ExTINCT? The Scousers 
developed a taste for them!

20ish questions with George Johnstone
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Belgian wing-wizard to 
play in youth team and 
reserves when fit again

Adnan is a Belgian winger who United 
snapped up from Anderlecht.

He was rated very highly at his former club after 
displaying some very tricky footwark on the pitch 
during first-team games.

A creative force, many observers eagerly 
anticipated him pulling on a United shirt once the 
red tape surrounding his arrival was untangled and 
he did not disappoint, showing his ability on the ball.

Playing with an upright style, always looking 
at the options open to him, he was threatening to 

become a key figure for Paul McGuinness’ team after 
opening his goal account against Crewe Alexandra.

However, a serious injury abruptly ended his 
season and meant he was unable to participate in 
the latter stages of the FA Youth Cup.

At least he was given a glimpse of the future when 
travelling with the Reserves squad for the final match 
of the club’s campaign — the Manchester Senior Cup 
final at the Etihad Stadium — and it’s expected he will 
feature for both sides next season once he is back to 
full fitness.

FUTURE SHIRT with Andy 23

ABOUT US 
We deliver football coaching, skills 
training, personal development and 
life-changing experiences, providing 
young people with opportunities to 
change their lives for the better.

“Volunteering for 
the Foundation has 
changed my life.”
– Ali Hanif, Volunteer

“I love 
playing for 
Manchester 
United.”
– Katie Zelem, 
Under 17s Player

“I’m helping young 
footballers to achieve 
their dreams.”
– Adam Calow, Ability Counts Coach

We aim to achieve our goal  
by delivering in five areas:
FOOTBALL
COMMUNITY COHESION 
HEALTH
EDUCATION
CHARITIES

To educate, motivate 
and inspire future 
generations to build better 
communities for all.

GOAL

CONTACT DETAILS
www.mufoundation.org
E. enquiries@mufoundation.org 
T. 0161 868 8600
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1) In a nutshell, what are you up to / working 
on at the moment?
At the moment I’m developing a one-man comedy 
show called Naked Confessions Of A Recovering 
Catholic which is touring throughout the year. I’m 
very nervous but excited about it. It’s a whole new 
area for me and it’s been going well so far. I’ve done 
four gigs and three have been very good :-)

2) Describe yourself in five words:
Deep-thinking, sensitive, raw, vulnerable, rebellious.

3) What is the best advice that you’ve ever 
been given?
The race is not to the swift but to he who endures.

4) If you could only listen to one album for 
the rest of your life — what would it be and 
why?
Probably Burnin’ by The Wailers. It’s uplifting, defiant 
and emotional.

5) What were your best and worst Christmas 
presents?
I didn’t get a single one :-( (really)

6) Where will you be in five years time?
No idea.

7) Is cricket boring?
I liked it when I was younger. But yes, it is boring.

8) Which newspaper/s do you read?
Mirror, Times, Guardian, whatever mood I’m in.

9) Do you have any tattoos/of what?/where?
None.

10) What’s your greatest achievement?
Lasting for 30 years in a business that’s not exactly 
full of kids who grew up in working class families.

11) Have you ever sung at a karaoke night, 
and if so, which song?
Yes, always a sure sign that I’m drunk and always 
Frank Sinatra or The Pogues.

12) Can you tell us a joke (that we can 
print!)?
No.

13) What was the last gig you saw and was 
it any good?
Brian Kennedy, funnily enough, at Chorlton Irish 
club doing an acoustic set and, surprisingly, very 
very good.

14)  Have the hairs ever stood up on the back 
of your neck and if so, why?
Many times. I got that feeling when the Brazilian  
Ronaldo was applauded off the pitch at Old Trafford, 
when they sang The Red Flag to Eric Cantona on his 
farewell and when watching Bob Marley and The 

24 20-ISH QUESTIONS

Terry Christian
Wailers Live at Bingley Hall in Stafford 
back in 1979.

15) Do you think it’s funny that 
football fans say “we” when they 
talk about their team?
Ha ha, no, but non-football fans do.

16) Have you played football at any 
level? If so, what position do you or 
did you play?
School team and then mainly as a right back 
or defensive midfielder. I was a great passer, 
though.

17) Best player you’ve ever seen at Old 
Trafford?
George Best

18) Best and worst experiences at United?
The worst was seeing that Denis Law goal and the 
best... far too many highlights — we’ve been totally 
and utterly spoiled at United :-)

19) Who has been your favourite opposition 
(a team, domestic or foreign)?
I don’t know, obviously the big teams like Barcelona, 
Real Madrid, Juventus, Inter Milan and AC milan.

20) Who would win a fight between a polar 
bear and a lion and why?
Polar bear — bigger, heavier, stronger, fiercer.

21) Dead or alive, who would you most like 
to dine with and what would you discuss?
The writer, Brendan Behan. Any and everything to 
do with the working classes and the arts and the 
nature of the rebel soul.

22) If you were a biscuit, what type would 
you be?
A Nice one because nobody would want to eat me!

23) What would be the first thing you would 
do if today was your last day?
Arrange to watch a fight between a polar bear and 
a lion to see if I was right!

24) If you had to describe Man City and its 
fans to a stranger, how would you do it?
Unhealthily obsessed with wanting to be United.

As runner-up in Celebrity Big Brother 2009, TV and Radio 
presenter, Terry, is no stranger to performing outrageous 
tasks in pursuit of glory. So, let’s see how the Manchester 
United fan fared against the Rollin’ Reds 20-ish questions...
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Patrice was born in Dakar, the capital 
of Senegal, in May 1981. His father 

was a diplomat and, when Evra was 12 
months old, moved to Brussels to work 
at the Senegalese embassy.

After over two years living in Belgium the family 
moved to France and settled in Les 
Ulis, a suberb south of Paris. The 
family first settled in the local Bergeries 
neighborhood before moving to the 
Hautes Plaines quarter shortly after.

Striker

Patrice began his football career 
playing for hometown club CO Les Ulis. 
After playing in the streets for years, he 
was brought to the club by his friend 
Tshymen Buhanga. He spent a year 
at the club under the watch of coach 
Jean-Claude Giordanella and originally 
played football in the striker position. 
While training at Les Ulis he underwent 
trials with professional clubs Rennes 
and Lens.

In 1993, he joined amateur club CSF Brétigny 
based in nearby Brétigny-sur-Orge. Similar to his 
stint with Les Ulis, Evra went on trials with several 
clubs, most notably Toulouse and Paris Saint-
Germain. He was ultimately signed by the latter club 
and converted into a winger. When he left Paris he 
had spells with Marsala and Monza before signing 

for Nice in 2000, where he spent two years before 
earning a move to AS Monaco.

Evra started out as a centre-forward as a youth, 
before moving out to the left wing. In an inspired 
switch, Monaco boss Didier Deschamps moved 
him to left-back in 2003 at Monaco — a position 

where he really began to flourish — and he was a 
prominent member of the Monaco side that reached 
the Champions League final in 2004. 

Evra made his France debut while at Monaco but 
Bixente Lizarazu and then Eric Abidal were ahead 
of him in Les Bleus’ pecking order and starting 
opportunities were a rare commodity. Having 

proved himself at United, France 
coach Raymond Domenech 
eventually took notice, though 
Evra only established himself 
as a regular starter during the 
2010 World Cup qualifying 
campaign. Come the start 
of the tournament, he was 

named France captain ahead of 
Thierry Henry.

Since joining United from Monaco 
in 2006, Evra has established himself as one 

of the world’s best left-backs, winning a host 
of trophies and being named in the Premier 
League Team of the Year in three of the past five 
seasons. 

Physical

After a mixed start to life at United, having 
joined midway through a difficult season, 
Patrice showed his best form during 2006/07 
as the Reds won the Premier League title. 
The French defender’s extra gym time paid 
off as he came to terms with the physical 
demands of playing in England, and he 
notched his first Premier League and UEFA 
Champions League goals against Everton 
and Roma respectively. His part in United’s 

successful season was recognised by a slot in 
the 2006/07 PFA Team of the Season, as voted 

by his Premier League peers.

Patrice
Avaraging nearly 50 games a season, 
Evra’s contribution to United is heroic

Su
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In my previous column, you 
may recall I wrote about 

the forthcoming Christmas 
and New Year games and how 
difficult they might be. 

Putting the away game at Wigan 
on one side (as you do), some of the 
games turned out to be very scary 
experiences indeed. Whilst the West 
Brom home game (won 2-0) had me 
on edge, the Newcastle home game 
on Boxing Day (won 4-3) almost 
tipped me over it!

The Swansea away draw was no 
surprise to me as Swansea are a really 
good team in the making. You’ve 
only got to look at the pedigree of 
their manager to fully appreciate 
how much they have improved. The 
recent tactical good hiding they gave 
Chelsea at Stamford Bridge in the 
first leg of the League Cup semi-final 
strengthens the view that Swans are 
here to stay.

Having attended many of these 
‘heart-in-the-mouth’ games this 
season, I felt relieved (only this once) 
not to be at West Ham for the FA Cup 
game and the continuation of the 
nightmare! As for the return leg, all I 
can say is we did it!

And then, there was Liverpool at 

home! Best atmosphere there’s been 
at Old Trafford for a long time! Even 
K stand were really up for it for the 
first time for ages. I always felt United 
were in control and we more than 
deserved to win.

At this time of the season there’s 
always plenty to look forward to; 
further progress in the FA Cup, an 
opportunity to give a thrashing to 
the blue half of Merseyside, and the 
Champions League games against 
Real Madrid should be spectacular, 
especially the home leg, regardless 
of whether Ronaldo is playing or not.

Having recently spent a few weeks 
in Costa Teguise in Lanzarote, I met 
plenty of really great Reds (and 
lots of other really nice people 
supporting different clubs) from all 
over the UK and further afield. Not 
least of these was Iff and Nelsey 
who run the Sports Bar in Costa 
Teguise.  They’ve only been open for 
a couple of months but have built 
up a very wide selection of seriously 
good memorabilia. In addition, 
many sporting events (including 
most Premier League games) can be 
viewed on their various screens.  Well 
worth a visit if you are ever in that part 
of the world.  Tell them you are a Red 

and they will make you 
feel very welcome.  Tell 
them you know Nigel 
and they’ll probably ban 
you for life! Seriously, if 
they can put up with me, 
then you’ll have no problems.

Just to let you know, I’m starting to 
look for ways of making this column 
more interesting and possibly 
more fan and team orientated.  For 
example, in the next issue I will be 
bringing in a historical perspective: 
“what happened in this month so 
many years ago, etc?” If you have 
any ideas and would like to share 
them, either give me a call or drop 
me an email.  Contact details can 
be found on page 2. If you phone 
and I’m not available, please leave a 
message and I will get back to you as 

soon as I possibly can.
I’m taking the above 

course of action 
because it’s far too easy 

to slip into a comfortable 
rut and trot out the same 

stuff every issue.  So, along with 
the vocal support, let’s pep up the 
originality.

As I’ve mentioned in the past, Sue, 
our treasurer, is always available for 
your half-time draw contributions 
outside the disabled loos in the 
concourse at least one-and-a-half-
hours before kick-off. The half-time 
draw is only a pound  and you could 
win yourself a crisp 20 pound note 
whilst raising valuable MUDSA funds!

Enjoy the football and happy Easter 
when it comes.
Nigel Taylor — VI Representative

Jingle (nerves) all the way…
christmas games were nail-biters

The 

Newcastle 

game almost 

tipped me 

over the 

edge

Chicharito puts away the 
winner in the 90th minute 

of the 4-3 Boxing Day 
thriller against Newcastle
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We are committed to offering our 
members fairly priced products 

with all the profits going to MUDSA.
Merchandise is available on  match days from 

Andy in the Ability Suite and from Liz in the 
quadrants. Merchandise is also available from the 
club museum.
 Lanyards NEW £2.50 
 Badges £2.50 
 Keyrings (leather) £3.00 
 Keyrings (metal) £1.00 
 Pens (boxed) £3.00 
 Phone charms £2.50 
 SPECIAL OFFER 
 Boxed pen OR leather 
 keyring AND a badge £5.00 

Merchandise is also available at MUDSA events or 
by mail order (plus p&p). Contact Andy, Ann-Marie 
or Liz (details on contents page).

MERCHANDISE

Store hundreds of MP3s, digital photos or other 
computer files on this handy 1GB USB memory 
stick. It has a built-in keyring loop and comes in a 
presentation box — yours for just £4.50!

NEW!
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From:
Adelaide, Australia

Age:
12

Number of years supporting United:
8

Earliest memories of Manchester United:
Winning the Champions League against Chelsea, 2008

Best United Memory:
The Christmas Party

Favourite all time United Player:
Christiano Ronaldo

Favourite current player:
Robin van Persie

Player would most like at United:
Cristiano Ronaldo

Most memorable MUDSA moment:
The Christmas Party

Hobbies:
Football

Usual match day companion:
Only been to Old Trafford once, with my uncle

Ben
Stevens

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!
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In memory of all those 
who lost their lives in 

the Munich Air Disaster 
on February 6th, 1958

Pic: Scanpix


