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4 THE PLATFORM with Des

Hello and welcome to Rollin’ Reds, the 
first of four editions that we’ll be 

producing for you this season.
Much has happened since that unforgettable 

climax to the 2011/12 season when the League 
title was snatched from under our noses in the 
dying seconds of the season. The UEFA Euro 
2012 championships came and went as did the 
magnificent Olympic and Paralympic games in 
London. It felt good to be able to feel proud of 
Britain and our magnificent athletes as the country 
showcased itself to the rest of the world in the best 
possible way. Manchester United superstar Ryan 
Giggs was confirmed as one of the three over-
aged players selected for Great Britain and was 
subsequently named as team captain. Jamie and 
I were invited to speak to Ryan at Carrington and 
asked him about, amongst other things, his Olympic 
experience. You can read the interview on page 13.

At this point we would like to congratulate 
MUDSA’s very own swimming star, Charlotte 
Henshaw, on her silver medal in the 100m 
Breaststroke (SB6). Charlotte was only three-
hundredths of a second behind the gold medal 
winner from Ukraine and swam a magnificent race.

Staying with the Olympic theme, many of you 
will know that several Olympic football matches 
were played at Old Trafford this summer and yet the 
demand for tickets from regular MUDSA members 
was very low. We are interested to find out why this 

was so and would like to hear from you. Did you 
consider the tickets to be too expensive or maybe 
your perception was that tickets might be difficult 
to obtain, or perhaps you were just enjoying a 
leisurely football-free summer. Whatever the reason, 
please e-mail or write to me, Des, (my contact 
details are on page 2) and let me know your views 
on the subject. In fact we always welcome letters on 
any subject for publication in Rollin’ Reds so get in 
touch and have your say. 

For Manchester United fans, the close season was 
an exciting time. It’s usually prudent not to believe 
all that you read on the back pages, especially when 
the transfer window is open, as speculative stories 
abound on a daily basis. But when Robin van Persie 
made it clear to his former club that he didn’t want 
to extend his contract beyond 2013 several clubs 
quickly declared their interest. The Netherlands 
international, who scored 44 goals in 57 games for 
club and country last season made it clear that he 
wanted to join United and it was a huge coup for 
the club. You can read some facts and figures about 
Robin on page 22.

All our usual features are here, too, and we hope 
that you enjoy what we have put together. Thanks 
to John Allen and Karen Shotbolt at Carrington for 
organising the interview with Ryan Giggs and to all 
our regular contributors.

We’ll be back in December, ‘bye for now.
Des Turner – Editor. 

Welcome back…
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Lord Alfred Morris

August 12, 2012, saw the sad passing 
of Lord Morris of Manchester, a man 

who did more in his lifetime for the 
disabled than any other British politician.

Alfred Morris was born in Manchester on 
March 23, 1928. As a boy, he witnessed the pain 
of disability first hand; his father, George, had been 
gassed in the trenches and died when Alf was six 
and his mother suffered from arthritis.

He left school at 14 for the offices of a brewery 
and did National Service with the Army in Egypt, 
then went to night school. He studied at Ruskin 
College while working as a garment workers’ union 
organizer and won a scholarship to St Catherine’s 
College, Oxford.

In 1964, he became a Labour MP, winning 
Wythenshawe and he remained its MP until 1997.

In 1969, Alf drew first place in the private 
members’ ballot. He opted to try to help the 
chronicly sick and disabled. 

Compiled in 10 days, his 33-clause “Chronically 
Sick & Disabled Act” required councils to register 
all disabled people; send them regular bulletins on 
available assistance; provide sheltered housing, home 
adaptations and recreational facilities; introduce 
the orange badge scheme; extend concessions 
on public transport; improve wheelchair access to 
public buildings and provide special toilet facilities; 
and keep the young disabled out of geriatric wards.

The Bill passed the Commons unopposed, 
although the Treasury forced the deletion of crucial 
clauses on mobility. The Lords acclaimed it after 
speeches from four wheelchair-bound peers, but 
only the provision of government time got it through.

In 1970, Harold Wilson made him a social 
services spokesman with responsibility for the 
disabled; he would keep this job in opposition and 
in government for 22 years.

When Labour regained power in March 1974, 
Wilson made Morris a Parliamentary Under-
Secretary at the DHSS and Minister for the Disabled. 
His first decision disappointed: a stay of execution 
for the three-wheeled invalid carriage, whose safety 
he had questioned in opposition.

The Disabled Drivers’ Action Group accused 
him of bad faith. However in 1977 he unveiled the 
Motability scheme. A life changing event for the 
disabled.

He managed to persuade Barbara Castle to bring 
in an invalidity pension, an invalid care allowance 
and the mobility allowance. He also exempted the 
blind from NHS optical charges.

He was someone with a profound empathy for 
disabled people and he made disability equality 
central to his career. In the 1970s when Alf was 
bringing forward his legislation, it was the proto-
type of rights legislation and was earth-shattering 
at the time.

One important thing about Alf was that a lot 
of his understanding of disability was based on 
poverty, something he experienced growing up. 
Almost without exception if you were disabled, 
you were poor. Alf recognised that being disabled 
was expensive and that the Government should 
contribute towards the costs of being disabled.

He also set up the committee which produced 
a report which was the first real thrust at showing 
that the limitations disabled people experience are 
due to the environment not their impairments. 

Following that, he set up a committee which 
produced a report calling for anti-discrimination 
legislation and which was the start of the process 
which led to the DDA.

Next year, around 90,000 disabled people are 
going to lose their motability cars and scooters 
as disabled people are moved from DLA to PIP. 
Thankfully, Alf won’t have to watch that happen.

Lord Morris of Manchester, born March 23, 1928, 
died August 12, 2012, aged 84.

1928 — 2012

A TRIBUTE with Chas



6 UPS ’N’ DOWNS with Phil

A saturated summer in both contexts 
of absurd amounts of rain and 

colossal sporting events!
Many of us can hardly remember a summer 

of such vast amounts of rain cascading from the 
heavens with abiding memories of Sir Bobby 
carrying the Olympic flame outside Old Trafford 
and getting absolutely drenched in the process. 
Unbelievably, the Olympics and Paralympics came 
and went without such interference and that was 
all preceded by the Euro 2012 competition which 
saw an England team do ‘as well as expected’! In 
all honesty, it’s safe to say that expectations weren’t 
that high and for once we weren’t disappointed 
but Roy Hodgson looks like he’s beginning to instil 
a new feeling within the England camp. Let’s not 
dwell too much on what happened at the end of 
last season as we are now into the next campaign 
which suddenly perked up with the initials RVP 
banded around. An unexpected addition to the 
team for most people I would suggest but certainly 
with great impact so far.

During the previous three seasons we have only 
been able to produce three issues of Rollin’ Reds 
but this season we hope to be able to return to our 
usual output of four issues. This is largely thanks to 
the committee acquiring the skills of Jamie Leeming 
who once worked on a national newspaper. With the 
combined efforts of Des, Jamie and everyone else, 
we should be able to improve our output and at a 
much reduced cost. Here we need to acknowledge 
the support of those who previously contributed, 
namely, Mark Beaumont and Alex Griffiths. Both 
were instrumental in propelling this magazine into 
a different orbit and produced the shiny example 
of what no other disabled supporters’ organisation 
is able to produce. Thanks to both Mark and Alex 
for all they helped us achieve, most certainly 
appreciated by everyone!

The Only Way is Ethics!

Every MUDSA member knows that equality 
legislation has evolved over a number of years; 
indeed, both the front page of the MUDSA 

website and page five of this magazine currently 
pay tribute to Lord Sir Alf Morris who was the MP 
for Wythenshawe and prime mover in forming 
legislation which would eventually ensure the lives 
of disabled people in the UK would take a step 
forward without ever again needing to take a step 
backwards. 

Equality legislation, and everything implied 
within, is now a vital part of our culture. The 
basics of equality introduced in recent years have 
had the effect of defining ‘updated ethics’ which 
clearly state that certain groups of people should 
not be discriminated against; disabled people 
amongst them. The above is the driver behind 
the introduction of the new match application 
procedures that everyone is now using so we have 
effectively moved onto ground which is more 
ethically based in the hope that equality and parity 
with non-disabled supporters can be achieved.

Change is always an awkward thing to grapple 
with and while some people cope with it very 
well, others find it quite difficult to absorb all 
the implications that come along with seismic 
change. We have tried to circulate as much 
information as possible about the new application 
procedures and we are using the website to make 
sure that people have ‘ready made’ access to the 
MUDSA fixture list which contains the application 
windows that we now use. There are some 
differences between the standard seating areas 
and the disabled supporters’ areas of the stadium 
but this is mostly due to the fact that the needs 
of disabled people necessitate that we do not go 
down the road of adopting an approach of  ‘one 
size fits all’. 

It’s still early days and everyone is climbing 
the learning curve but the general feeling we are 
getting is that, just like the old system, there are 
pluses and minuses with everything. We would 
certainly encourage every member to contact us 
with their thoughts on how the new procedures 
are working for them. Feel free to tell us about your 
concerns and we will take them on board and think 
about introducing improvements if at all possible.

The only way  is ethics…
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So far we have only been able to introduce the 
new procedures one slice at a time, however, by 
the time you read this it will be possible to make 
match ticket applications online for those of 
you who would prefer that route. In the not too 
distant future, when we have a clear view of all the 
application routes available, we will produce an 
updated information sheet with clear and simple 
instructions on what to do and how to do it.

Raising the Game

Having thought and talked about the sightline 
issues on the lower tier of the wheelchair platform 
in the South East quadrant, the Club embarked on 
raising the overall level by approximately 10cm. 
Any increase in height is bound to produce better 
sightlines and we hope those of you who have 
already sampled the lower tier this season have been 
able to benefit from being just that little bit higher 
than last season. The restrictions around executing 
this particular piece of work were significant as 
Building Regulations determine what is and what 
isn’t possible, however, successful completion of 
the works certainly seem to have provided better 
sightlines. 

The Greatest Show on Earth?

In recent times the Paralympics have become 
synonymous with the Olympic Games; London 
2012 gave us a first-hand view of the entire show 
with wall to wall TV coverage. The opening 
ceremonies of both competitions exceeded all 
expectations and the events that followed provided 
hours and hours of pure joy as the medals rolled in 
for Team GB. 

The Olympic Games are sometimes known as 
“The Greatest Show on Earth” but, in the football 
business we would probably wonder whether 
the World Cup Finals could be afforded the same 
mantle! Nevertheless, we had the privilege of 
hosting nine games at Old Trafford and I must 
admit the atmosphere was so strange simply 
because it was so different. There’s no doubt that 
families in particular enjoyed the experience and 

the Ability Team were able to witness at first hand 
the ‘Oooh’s and Ahhh’s’ as newcomers to the 
stadium had their first glimpse of the Theatre of 
Dreams.

In the next issue of RR it would be interesting 
to include a page collating the highlights of the 
‘Games’ as experienced by MUDSA members so 
please let us know about you favourite highlight or 
most significant moment. What did the ‘Games’ 
mean to you. Speaking personally, I was obviously 
impressed with the achievements of Usain Bolt 
and it also helps that he’s a massive United fan 
and willing to take to the pitch. However, my most 
significant point of the ‘Games’ was to see Sarah 
Attar wearing a hijab making history by being 
the first Saudi Arabian woman to compete in the 
‘Games’. To me this was evidence of barriers slowly 
coming down which is effectively what MUDSA 
members are experiencing as each year passes. 

And finally...

It won’t be long before we once again start 
the MUDSA calendar of events which will kick-off 
with the Annual Dinner on November the 2nd…
this will be quickly followed by the Christmas Party 
and so it rolls on into its now familiar pattern! My 
thanks go to each and every Committee member 
for everything that they do in the most enthusiastic 
way; I would also like to thank Margaret, Cara and 
Anna for providing such amazing support keeping 
the operational show on the road… and now we 
have an even longer list of thank yous to extend and 
that is to those people in the Call Centre and Ticket 
Office who are helping to smooth the pathway 
towards a fully functioning revised ticket application 
process. 

None of the above would be anywhere near 
possible without the support of the senior officers 
and directors of the Club; our thanks go to them for 
presiding over the most successful organisation of 
it’s kind that continues to grow in every conceivable 
way to the benefit of all its members and the 
reputation of the Club.
Cheers, Phil

The only way  is ethics…
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Coming in from the cold

Disabled football fans from Iceland 
aren’t left out in the cold when it 

comes to visiting Old Trafford, thanks 
to the country’s Manchester United 
Supporters’ Club Branch which regularly 
funds trips to the Theatre of Dreams for 
those less able.

The organisation started in Grindavik, southern 
Iceland in 1991, with just 30 members and has 
grown steadily to become the largest of its kind in 
the country, with around 3,000 members — almost 
one percent of the population.

Getting to Manchester hasn’t been easy, though. 
In the early years, the Branch used to charter flights 
three times every season, but in 2006, members 
had enough season tickets to prompt Icelandair to 
start scheduled flights.

The next step was to make the trips accessible 
to all, as Branch chairman, Steinn Olason explains: 
“We thought about all those who wanted to visit 
Old Trafford but could not go because they were 
disabled, and we wanted to do something about it.

“So, since 2006, the Icelandic Branch has invited 
disabled people to visit Old Trafford, free of charge. 
We usually bring up to seven people per year — four 
who can sit in regular seats and three wheelchair 
users. Our Branch pays for everything including 
flights, transport, hotel and food for the disabled 
person and their assistant.

“We have had very good cooperation with Old 
Trafford. Phil Downs and his staff are very nice 
people, thanks to them — they have helped us a 
lot. We could not have done it without this good 
cooperation and help.”

Around Christmas every year the Branch asks for 
applications from disabled members for a trip to 
Old Trafford, and some applications are treated with 
more urgency than others, as Steinn continues: “In 

2009 we had an application from 14-year-old-boy, 
Sigfinnur Palsson, who had cancer. In November, 
doctors had told him that he might have just three 
months left to live.

“Naturally, his family were devastated by the 
news and asked him what he wanted to do in this 
time. His answer came straight away: ‘I want to visit 
Old Trafford’.

“His family contacted us and asked for help and 
we took him to Old Trafford on February 6, 2010, 
where he watched United beat Portsmouth 5-0.

“During the time leading up to the game, 
Sigfinnur told his family he would not die before his 
visit to Old Trafford and his doctor was amazed how 
strong he was. He spoke about Manchester United 
constantly as days were counted down. During the 
trip, he and his younger brother met Wayne Rooney 
and few more players and had their pictures taken 
with them.

“After coming back home he said: ‘I was at Old 
Trafford, I met Wayne Rooney and now I can go, 
thank you all for what you have done for me’.

“His family is forever grateful for this opportunity 

United’s Icelandic 
Supporters’ Branch 
talks to Rollin’ Reds

The Branch set off on 
another trip to the 
Theatre of Dreams
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Coming in from the cold

which he spoke of every 
day until his last day alive. 

Sigfinnur died in July 2010 
and in church there were 

hymns and a big picture of him and Rooney.”
Unfortunately, that isn’t the last agonising story 

the Icelandic Branch have helped to bring a little 
happiness to, as Steinn recalls: “An 18-year-old 
man, Tryggvi Jon, from Akureyri, northern Iceland, 
had lost most of his sight, was wheelchair bound 
and very sick. Doctors told him that he only had 
short time left.

“His wish was to see Old Trafford and, with short 
notice and the help of Icelandair and the blind 
association, he and four of his family went to the 
FA Cup match against Arsenal on March 12, 2011, 
which United won 2-0. This was his biggest dream 
and thanks to many people including MUDSA, his 
dream came true.

“Tryggvi spoke of his trip every day for the rest of 
his life. He died in May, 2011.”

Steinn continues with slightly happier tale about 
an able-bodied Branch member who had been 

involved in an accident: “In October 2011, one of 
our members, Torgeir, was going home from work 
on his bike when he was run over by a truck and 
was very seriously injured.

“He had already booked a trip to Old Trafford, to 
the game against Liverpool in February, 2012, and 
now he was in hospital.

“His friends brought him United memorabilia 
every time they visited, and knowing he was going 
to the game helped speed up his recovery.  

“This was his 10th visit in 10 years with United 
winning every match — a record which continues 
as Torgeir was well enough to travel and watched 
United beat the Scousers 2-1.

“His doctor said the amazing thing about Torgeir, 
was that even in his sleep he spoke of his upcoming 
trip to Old Trafford.

“He now has now an artificial leg and will 
hopefully be able to use the normal seats in future.”

So far, the Icelandic branch has funded trips 
to Old Trafford for about 40 disabled people and 
Steinn has many more stories of how much it has 
meant to those members and their families. He said: 
“Not many disabled supporters can afford to pay 
£500-£600 pounds for the experience.

“Members of the board of Manchester United 
Supporters’ Club, Icelandic branch, like to help as 
many of those members as possible to get to the 
games. We know how much it means to them and 
their families.

At the time of writing, in September, Steinn had 
four wheelchair users waiting to go to their first 
visit to the Theatre of Dreams. He said: “They have 
already been offered a place and accepted. They are 
extremely happy.

“I would like to thank MUDSA for their help so we 
can keep on bringing our members to see games at 
Old Trafford.”

So far, 

we’ve funded 

trips to Old 

Trafford for 

about 40 

disabled 
people
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MUDSA merchandise continues to 
provide a steady source of revenue 

with badges, pens, keyrings and the 
new phone charms selling well. 

We are committed to offering our members fairly 
priced products with all the profits going to MUDSA 
and we have looked at suppliers to ensure we get 
the best deals and service.

Merchandise is available on  match days from 
Andy in the Ability Suite and from Liz in the 
quadrants. Merchandise is also available from the 
club museum.
 Badges £2.50 
 Keyrings (leather) £3.00 
 Keyrings (metal) £1.00 
 Pens (boxed) £3.00 
 Phone charms £2.50 
 SPECIAL OFFER 
 Boxed pen OR leather 
 keyring AND a badge £5.00 

Merchandise is also available at MUDSA events or 
by mail order (plus p&p). Contact Andy, Ann-Marie 
or Liz (details on contacts page).

Thanks to all who have bought merchandise this 
year and please continue to support us.

MERCHANDISE
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Something old,
something new…
I’d like begin this column by offering 

my congratulations to Manchester 
City for clinching an historic league title 
in dramatic fashion at the end of last 
season. This, their third Championship, 
finally elevates them to the level of 
Blackburn, Huddersfield Town, Leeds 
and Wolves.

Joking aside, though, they deserved it. However, 
the mark of a truly great team is retaining the trophy 
— something United have done on seven occasions 
throughout their illustrious history. Apologies for 
sounding like a Liverpool fan with my trip down 
memory lane, but with heavy investment and a 
blistering start by Chelsea, as well as Fergie’s five 
major summer acquisitions, City will do well to 
keep hold of the silverware as this season’s Premier 
League promises to be a hotly contested affair.

So let’s have a look at what we’ve got for the 
£50million the boss has spent.

Shinji Kagawa needs no introduction as he’s 
featured in the pre-season tour as well as all four 
league fixtures to date. His first touch is outstanding, 
his movement and vision for a through-ball gives 
us a dimension we’ve sometimes lacked around 
the edge of the opposition box, and his positional 
sense was self-evident when he scored on his home 
debut against Fulham after Tom Cleverly’s shot 
was parried. It’s no wonder the Japanese 
international is the inaugural Bundesliga 
Player of the Year.

At just 18-years-old, you’d be forgiven for 
thinking Nick Powell is one for the future, 
but he’s already been doing the business 
for Crewe and England for more than two 
years. On 5 November 2009, he made his 
international debut for the under-16s in a 
4–0 win against Northern Ireland, scoring 
all four goals, and last season, he finished as 
Crewe’s top scorer, signing off with a superb 
volleyed goal at Wembley in the League 2 play-

off Final to help secure his former club’s promotion. 
His 20-yard strike on his United debut against Wigan 
showed he can cut it in the Premier League, too.

Angelo Henriquez is another 18-year-old with 
a glittering record for both club and country. Last 
season he scored an impressive 11 goals in 17 games 
for his former club, Universidad de Chile, and he’s 
also scored an incredible 21 goals in 18 games for 
various levels of the Chilean youth team over the 
last few years... Another Chicharito?

Alex Buttner, who also scored on his debut 
against Wigan, is a 23-year-old Dutch left back. 
He’s product of the Ajax youth system and joins us 
from Vitesse Arnhem where he’s made more than 
100 appearances and scored 10 goals over the last 
four years. His challenge now, is to provide effective 
cover for first-choice full back Patrice Evra who’s 
averaged 48 games a season for the last five years.

And what can I say about Robin van Persie... While 
the doubters were still questioning the judgement 
of the £24million signing of a 29-year-old with 

one year left on his contact, the Dutchman was 
busy scoring on his home 

debut, then just a week 
later, bagging a superb hat-
trick against Southampton 
to rescue United from the 
jaws of a second successive 

away defeat. He even netted 
the winner at Anfield...

Vantastic!

TEAM TALK with Jamie 11

Ferguson’s summer 
signings are a mix of 
youth and experience



12 FAMILY EVENTS with Ann-Marie

In July, around 40 MUDSA members enjoyed 
a great night at Bell Vue Greyhound Races.

This is the third year the event has taken 
place and thankfully, all the lifts worked!

When everyone had arrived we sat down 
at our reserved tables and enjoyed a three 
course meal before the races began.

We even had a race named after us, ‘The 
MUDSA Derby’, and some of our 

members went 
down to the race track 
and presented a trophy 
to the winner.

The night consisted 
of 13 races in total, 
and we didn’t even 
have to leave our 

table to place a bet or get drinks as we had table 
service who even brought us our winnings. 

Thanks to Chas for helping to organise the 
evening and all the staff at Belle Vue.

Anyone interested in attending next year’s 
Bell Vue event which will place in July, please email 
Ann-Marie using the contact details on page 2.

This year more than 50 MUDSA members and their 
friends and families attended the event.

Michael and William Keane from the Reserve 
team came along and bowled with some of the 
members and later, they presented our four winners 
Riccardo Dotolo, Annette Struthers, Jim MacAleese 
and Jonathan Leeming, with their trophies and they 
also presented a MUDSA medal to all of the children 
who took part on the day.

Thanks to Sue Rocca and Liz Edwards for helping 
on the day, Chas for arranging the trophies, Barry 
Moorhouse and Will and Michael Keane for giving 
up their time to join us on the day, and finally all the 
MUDSA members who came along.

Anyone interested in attending next year’s 
bowling event which will take place in April, please 
email Ann-Marie using the contact details on page 2.

 

 
Application forms 

will be available the 

first week in November. It 

is anticipated that members 

will get the chance to attend 

every fourth application, 

so please apply every 

year to avoid missing 

your turn.

CHRISTMAS PARTY

MUDSA AT THE DOGS

MUDSA BOWLING EVENT

HIGH ROLLER:
Riccardo Dotolo

LUCKY STRIKE!:
Annette 

Struthers

PINVINCIBLE:
Jim MacAleese

ALLEY CAT:
Jonathan Leeming



THE INTERVIEW

‘I’m enjoying 
my football 
more than 

ever’

Just like the Duracell bunny, Ryan 
Giggs keeps on going… and going…

and going. The Welsh wonder recently 
chalked up his 600th Premier League 
performance and his 900th game in a 
United shirt.

Dubbed “the perfect athlete” by United’s head 
of fitness and conditioning, Tony Strudwick, many 
thought Giggs would hang up his boots after 
helping United lift the Champions League trophy in 
2008 – a game in which he streaked past Sir Bobby 
Charlton’s club record of 758 appearances. Not 
so. Giggs has seemingly got a second wind after 
that winderful night. And boss, Sir Alex Ferguson, 
recently said Giggs is good for at least another 
two years yet. Rollin’ Reds got Giggsy to open up 
(although we couldn’t see any batteries inside) to 
tell us the secret of his eternal energy.
RR: Did you think you’d have been able to 
play on at this level for as long as you have?
RG: If I’m honest, it’s not something I think about. You 
want to play for as long as you can because you’re 
a long time retired, but you need to keep that same 
quality that you’ve had throughout your career, 
which is hard. There’s a lot of sacrifices involved but 

I’m just lucky I’ve been at United.
RR: As much as other professionals 
would like to have carried on, it’s more 

Manchester united 
legend ryan Giggs 

talks to rollin’ reds
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a question of whether they CAN do 
it, physically. What’s the difference 
between you and the others? Is it 
something in your physical make 
up?
RG: I think it’s a mixture of a lot of things. 
I think I’m lucky to have always played 
under the same manager and he knows 
me and knows how to handle me. 
Then I’ve played with good players, 
which always makes things easier. I 
look after myself and yoga has been 
a good help. The facilities here 
at Carrington are superb and I’m 
always asking questions and testing 
the sports scientists to get as much 
as I can out of myself. And I’m lucky 
in respect I haven’t had too many long-
term injuries where a lot of players have had to give 
it up through injury. Also, I’ve always worked really 
hard.
RR: So you’re always seeking out the best 
ways to improve your career…
RG: Every season you always look for that extra 
couple of per cent that can maybe improve you, that 
can get you first of all on the training pitch. If you’re 
training the majority of days that helps you. You have 
to keep the hunger and enjoyment is a big part. I’m 
enjoying my football more than ever.
RR: Are you still enjoying it even though 
you’re not playing as many games as you 
once were?
I’m not starting as many games as I was when I was 20-
25, but I’m still averaging 35-40 games involvement. 
I might be starting 20 games and coming on as a sub 
for 20 games. But even if you’re starting as a sub, 
you still have to prepare yourself mentally 
and try to do as much as you can for 
the team. A great 
example is Scholsey 
in the game against 
S o u t h a m p t o n , 
when he played the 
last 20 minutes but 
made that little bit 
of difference that 
helped us win the 
game.
RR: Do you think 
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there will ever be a 
player who plays more 
than 900 games for one 
club?
RG: Well, never say never. You 
have to have a lot of things go your 
way, like I say, you need to be injury 
free. There are not a lot of players that stay 
at one club these days, plus you really have to 
look after yourself. But the science is there and the 
education is there for players. If you’re willing to 
sacrifice things then you can have a long time in 
football. Whether it will be done again, though, I’m 
not too sure.
RR: What changes have you seen in the 
players and the boss over the years?
RG: I think the first thing is that it’s more of a squad 
game now. When I first started playing, the boss 
maybe used 15-16 players in a season and now it’s 
24-25. It’s a lot more professional now, too, because 
the education is there, with 
regards to food, fitness, 
recovery and supplements. 
There are things now that 
you just didn’t know or 
hear about about 20 years 
ago. The manager has still 
got the same hunger and 
desire. He doesn’t lose his 
temper as much, but you 
still see it happen. The 
experience and success 
that he’s had has calmed 
him down a bit and he’s 
matured. But the manager 
has always been fair — if 
you put in a performance 
and put in the hard work, he’s fair to you.
RR: As you get older do you start to savour 
the games more because you don’t know 
how long it will last?
RG: Yeah. I think so. That’s definitely the case. I’m 
enjoying it more now than I ever have. At 17, 18, or 
even early 20s, you think that it’s never going to end. 
You don’t think of the end of your career. You just go 
with the flow. But as you come 
to the end of your career 
you do savour every 
season, you savour 

every time you win a trophy 
that little bit more than if 
you were younger.
RR: You’ve scored in 

every season in the 
Premier League. Do you 

feel any pressure to keep 
that going?

RG: You want to score, all the time, and you 
want to keep the record going. But it’s not something 
that I really think about. I’m scoring less and less 
goals, and getting in less and less goalscoring 
positions. But the main thing is, like at Norwich last 
year, it’s more about scoring the important goals 
rather than keeping the record going. I’d be lying if I 
said I wouldn’t be dying to score and get it over and 
done with early on in the season and hopefully I can 
do that.
RR: You have just played your 600th Premier 
League game for the club (against Wigan). 

Do you attach any 
special significance 
to these landmark 
games, or do you just 
see them as another 
game you have to 
win?
RG: It’s something that I’m 
proud of and recognise 
as a good achievement. 
But it’s something that 
will probably mean 
more when I finish. 
I’m constantly looking 
forward and each record, 
and each milestone is a 
proud achievement. I’d 

rather be celebrating it with a win, and if I don’t I’m 
gutted and that game might mean nothing.
RR: How was your Olympic experience?
RG: Yeah, it was good. Obviously, I’ve not been 
involved in tournament football before so it was 
brilliant right from the start. We took two hours 
getting kitted out in all the gear, then going to 
the Olympic village, seeing all the other athletes, 
mixing with them and getting to know them, it was 
just a great experience. Then, of course, playing 
the games. We played at Old Trafford, Wembley 
and the Millennium Stadium, all grounds that I’m 

If you’re 

willing to 

sacrifice 

things you 

can have a 

long time in 

football

Des and Jamie 
chat to Ryan
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familiar with. It was a different type of atmosphere 
with a positive feeling.
RR: Has there ever been a time over the past 
four years when you’ve been tempted to 
come out of retirement for Wales?
RG: Not really, no. When Gary Speed took over he 
didn’t ask me as such, but said, ‘have you ever 
thought about coming back’ and ‘I’d love to have 
you back’. But the reason I retired was to prolong my 
career and to be able to give everything to United, 
which I think I’ve done. If I’d have gone back and had 
to play in what is now an international break for me, 
when I’d just get a few days off and then recharge my 
batteries I think it would have had an impact on my 
career. I think it was the right decision.
RR: Where are you up to with your coaching 
badges?
RG: I’ve completed my A-licence, so I’m able to coach. 
To be a manager you need your Pro-licence. They’ve 
been having a bit of reshuffle regarding that, so I 
may do that next summer. The Pro-licence involves 
things like managing players, agents and media.
RR: Robin van Persie is a huge transfer for 
United. Is he Fergie’s best buy for United 
ever?
RG: I think it’s a bit early to say. He’s obviously 
made a very good start, which is what you hope 
for. Some players take longer than others to settle 
but obviously Robin’s been in and around the 
Premier League for years. United’s the sort of team 
you settle in quite quickly, with a good team spirit. 
Whether he’s the best buy, only time will tell.
RR: Were the lads surprised and excited 
when the RVP transfer became a reality?
RG: The players are like the fans. When you see a big 
player signing for the club you are excited because 
it gives everyone a big lift. I suppose we’re like 
the fans in respect to we’re the last ones to know. 
Sometimes they know more than us. You just don’t 
know sometimes. You try to get something out of the 
manager, but he will rightly keep his cards close to his 
chest. It was great when it was finally done.
RR: Would this sort of transfer have 
happened 10 years ago?
The game’s changed now. The power is with the 
players. If a player makes it known that they want 
to leave, more often than not the manager lets him. 
He only had a year left on his contract at Arsenal, so 
both parties have got a very good deal. Arsenal have 
got £20-odd million and we’ve got a world class 
goalscorer. Arsenal might go out and get another 
striker, but we think we’ve got a good deal.



Get the 2012-13 season off to a flying 
start by joining the MUDSA 100 Club 

for the opportunity to win cash prizes in 
the monthly draw.

The 100 Club is one of the fund raising activities 
we undertake each season at MUDSA to provide 
much needed revenue to support the Association.

Membership costs £18.00 per season, half of 
which goes into MUDSA funds and the other half 
goes directly into the prize pot. Members are 
allocated a new number each season, starting at 1 
and allocated in the order which applications are 
received and processed.

As most applications are received over the 
summer, the competition runs from September to 
August. Each month a number is chosen at random 

with the winner receiving a cheque. Prize amounts 
vary depending on how many entrants we have but 
typical prizes range between £65 and £90 per month.

Members can buy as many entries as they like 
but we must stress that overseas entries can only be 
accepted in GB pounds — please contact Sue Rocca 
for more info.

To join, send a cheque for £18.00 per entry, 
payable to MUDSA, and with your MUDSA 
membership number on the back, to:

MuDSa 100 club
c/o Mu Foundation
Sir Matt Busby Way
Old trafford
Manchester
M16 0ra

MUDSA

100
CLUB
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18 HAVE YOUR SAY

Hi Cara
I wanted to send some very special thanks you and 
to the Old Trafford stewards who literally saved the 
day for us recently.

We arrived before 10am and got perfect parking 
in E2. After a short queue at bag check a steward at 
E32 helped Fred and I to the lift entrance. 

We then had a long walk towards E32, 
unfortunately that was too much for Fred and we 
had to take a break a few staircases short.

At that point Nick (East Stand Steward 290) 
spotted our difficulty and helped Fred into a seat in 
his section to recover.

Nick and his supervisor (Steward 02 - I think) 
then tried to find us easier seats.

Nick told us to stay put and he would try and 
juggle his section to avoid Fred having to walk any 
more.

As the ground filled up this wasn’t possible, Nick 
walked us down stairs to the lift near the police 
control room and into seats in the East corner of the 
South stand.

A few minutes later we were shown to seats 
behind the corner flag in the disabled section for 
the rest of the match.

Having level access made the walk back to the 
car easy which was a huge relief.

We really want to thank all the stewards who 

really did a superb job helping us to 
enjoy the match. 

I’d like to especially single out Nick 
for thanks, spotting our difficulty in the 
crowd and repeatedly doing everything 
to help us, he is an absolute star.

I’ve attached a picture which I hope 
shows how happy you made Fred.

Many, many thanks
Andy McNair, Val Owen, Hope Owen 
McNair and Fred Owen (left)

Hi Phil,
I’ve been a season ticket holder at 
Old Trafford for over two decades, 
but last night was the first time I’ve 
accompanied my mother to the 
disabled section. It was a thoroughly 

enjoyable experience; the staff were very 
accommodating and amenable, the facilities are 
top notch and the view is brilliant. I felt compelled 
to share this with you.

A very kind lady, whose name I cannot recall, 
informed me that I’d be able to apply to visit 
again with my mother to watch the mighty Reds 
throughout the season. Can you please explain the 
application process?

Cheers,
Jonathan Shrager

Hello,
My name is Alie Drabble and I live in Toronto, 
Canada. I recently visited Old Trafford during the 
2012 Olympics to watch a couple of games. I 
brought with me my disabled mother who was in 
awe of being able to once again attend a football 
match even though she is very disabled and in a 
wheelchair.I have to let you know I was SO impressed 
with your disabled facilities at Old Trafford. I had no 
idea it was going to be so fantastically set up. As 
the long time daughter of a very disabled Mum, 
there have been many times I have struggled with 
wheelchair access, disabled toilets etc. I was so 
impressed I gave you a glowing disabled report on 
‘Trip Advisor’ – Congratulations Old Trafford for a 
disabled job well done.
Alie Drabble

Your letters
Fred Owen enjoys the match 
from the Disabled section
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From:
Armagh, N. Ireland

Age:
7

Number of years supporting United:
7

Earliest memories of Manchester United:
Beating Chelsea in Champions League final

Best United Memory:
First visit to Old Trafford for game against Fulham

Favourite all time United Player:
Wayne Rooney

Favourite current player:
Robin van Persie

Most memorable MUDSA moment:
Being successful in the ballot for our first game

Hobbies:
Watching United and playing on PS3

Usual match day companion:
My daddy, Gareth Wilson

Shea
Wilson



20 BETWEEN THE HEADPHONES with Nigel

It might have been an amazing 
summer of sport in England, 

but the weather, as usual, could 
not manage to live up to the 
occasion.

As I sit outside basking in what can 
only be described as the glorious 
September sunshine, I cannot  help 
wondering if I’m really ready for more 
rain, more wind, more cold? Probably 
not, but football in 90 degree heat 
would not be comfortable either! So, 
as always, we just get on with it.

First off, congratulations to our 
own red supporting Paralympians... 
Well done! I’ve always believed that 
there are huge quantities of hidden 
talent within our membership.

While the Paralympics has gone 
a long way to changing people’s 
attitudes toward disability (will it last 
for more than two weeks? I doubt 
it!), there have been instances of total 
ignorance emerging throughout the 
games.

I will not go into the David Blunkett 
story as it has been extensively 
covered elsewhere, but I will tell you 
about the disgraceful experience of 
a totally blind supporter who could 
not get commentary for a blind 
football match. Let’s call him Mr U for 

Unfortunate. Mr U and his carer paid 
top price for their front row seats.  
You may not realise that blind football 
has to be played in total stadium 
silence so that the participants can 
hear the ball and each other. When 
Mr U asked for the commentary he 
was advised that there was none, 
and that nobody could be bothered 
enough to sort it out!! As the stadium 
was silent his carer couldn’t even tell 
him what was happening!

Discrimination

When will people understand that 
98 per cent of all information you 
received is through the eye?

This story made me so cross that I 
was, for a short time, lost for words! 
Believe me, it doesn’t happen often.

When I started to dig a little deeper, 
I came up with many more disabled 
unfriendly stories, which shrieked of 
inequality and discrimination. There 
is supposed to be an Act of Parliament 
to protect against this nonsense.

It will not be long before normal 
service is resumed. Please send all 
your “can’t do this, can’t see that, fire 
risk, and keep away from that Maine 
Road” stories to me, and above all, 
keep smiling — at least we have a 

Summer you win...
Nigel’s views on the highs and lows of London 2012
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football team that wins 
more than it loses.

The now not-so-new 
season sees a United not up 
to full speed as yet, but we have 
made a reasonable start. I’m not 
going to say anything about the new 
signings as they will have been well 
documented elsewhere in this issue, 
suffice to say, it looks good, and 
once a few more of the defenders get 
back, it will look a lot better.

Optimism

 I went to Peterborough for the 
pre-season friendly, and greatly 
enjoyed visiting this nice old ground 
with its wooden seats, friendly staff 
and helpful stewards, and excellent 
match commentary! A good pub 
with great food nearby, and a good 
turn out of Reds to make a big 
noise, all made it a very enjoyable 
experience.  Shame about the result.

Everton away started full of 
optimism but our fans soon drank 
the bar out of beer. A Scouse pie 
was consumed (which, without 
care, could have caused third degree 
burns). A toilet no bigger than a 
large wardrobe (those were the 
days) was again available, and a 

steep ramp (that 
could have been a ski 

jump) adjacent to a 
not very steep flight of 

steps going into the stand, are all 
friendly characteristics of this lovely 
old ground that I’ve visited on many 
occasions. The Cheadle Hulme reds 
were out in force, all three of us! 
Great night, shame about the result.

Our first game at home against 
Fulham will be remembered as 
Wayne’s leg game.  Southampton 
was special for a number of reasons... 
it was the boss’s 1,000th league 
game, his 599th league win, Robin’s 
100th league goal and his first hat-
trick for United... and we came back 
to win (when we were dead and 
buried), all because Scholesey came 
on as a supersub and gave us the 
midfield control we needed.

A letter to the boss: Dear Sir Alex, 
Could we have a bit more of that? 
Please go easy on the heart attack 
stuff as we’ve got a long season 
ahead (as if he didn’t know that!).

Don’t forget to contribute to the 
half-time draw... Here’s a poem...

You’ll find Sue near the loo,
and she will take a pound off you!
Enjoy the football, Nigel.

Summer you win...
Nobody 

could be 

bothered 

enough 

to sort it 
out!

Nigel’s views on the highs and lows of London 2012
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Robin van Persie was born on August 
6th 1983 and was raised in the 

Kralingen section of east Rotterdam. 
His mother, José Ras, was a painter, and 
his father, Bob, a sculptor. He has two 
sisters, Lilly and Kiki. He was frequently 
encouraged to become involved in the 
arts like his parents, but he gravitated 
toward football instead.

Robin joined Dutch side SBV Excelsior’s youth 
squad in 2001, but left to join Feyenoord. He was 
quickly promoted into the first team due to injury 
problems among the squad, and made his debut 
for the club at seventeen, which was the first of 
fifteen starts. He received the KNVB Best Young 
Talent award at the end of the 2001/02 season.

He signed a professional three-and-a-half year 
deal with Feyenoord at the start of the next season, 
and scored five goals in a 6–1 Amstel Cup thrashing 
of AGOVV on 6 February 2003. Van Persie finished 
his debut season in the first team, making a total of 
28 appearances and scoring eight goals, in addition 
to finishing runner-up in the KNVB Cup.

On 17 May 2004, Van Persie signed a four-year 
deal with Arsenal. Manager Arsène Wenger, who 
planned to convert him from a left winger to a 
centre forward as he had successfully done with star 
player Thierry Henry, said of his new acquisition, 
“He can play on the left side of midfield, as a creative 
player behind the main strikers or as a target man.” 
Arsenal had further padded their stable of strikers 
in January by signing Spanish forward José Antonio 
Reyes, leaving the two to battle for playing time. 
Van Persie made his debut and won a trophy in the 
process, as he came on as a substitute in the 3–1 FA 

Community Shield victory over Manchester United 
on 8 August 2004. 

Van Persie started his senior club career as a left 
winger and possessed exceptional dribbling skills 
and was also a talented striker of the ball and was 
bought by Arsenal as a long term replacement for 
Dennis Bergkamp. He was at first mostly deployed 
as a second striker in League Cup and FA Cup 
matches. Due to the retirement of Bergkamp 
and departure of Fredrik Ljungberg, Van Persie 
was given a starting role to play alongside 
Henry as a second striker. Robin became a 
pivotal figure for club and country and this was 
recognised when he was named Arsenal Player 
of The Season for the 2008–09 season.

Pivotal

Robin was a U-21 international and 
took part in the 2004 and 2006 
European Championship qualifying. 
He was used in a wider role 
as a left winger due to the 
preference of the experienced 
Klaas-Jan Huntelaar in the 
striker role. The Dutch 
failed to qualify for the 
2004 tournament 
and Van Persie did 
not participate in 
the latter as he 
was already in 
the senior squad 
for the FIFA World 
Cup. He earned 
his first caps for the 

Welcome to

Vanchester
Last season’s Premier League golden 
boot winner heads to Old Trafford
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Netherlands in less than the span of a 
week, first in a 2–0 2006 FIFA World Cup 
qualifying win over Romania on 4 June 
2005, and in another qualifier four days 
later against Finland, which saw him 

pick up his first international goal in 
a 4–0 victory.

On 15 August 2012, Arsenal 
announced they had agreed terms 
with Manchester United for his 

transfer, but Van Persie had yet 
to agree personal terms with 
the club. On 17 August, Van 
Persie transferred to Manchester 
United for a reported £24 
million, signing a four-year 
contract. He made his debut 
on 20 August, coming on as 
a 68th-minute substitute for 
Danny Welbeck in a 1–0 loss 
to Everton. Five days later, 
with his first shot for the club, 
he scored his first Manchester 
United goal, United’s first in 
a 3–2 victory over Fulham. 
On 2 September 2012, he 
scored his first hat-trick 
for United in a 3-2 victory 
over Southampton, 
helping pull United back 
from a 2–1 deficit; his 
third goal was his 100th 

in the Premier League 
and this was also Sir Alex’s 

1,000th League game in charge.

Welcome to

Vanchester



1) What is your current position at United, 
how long have you held it – and are you 
hoping for a testimonial?
I am the Senior Officer for the re-launched Football 
in the Community programme which is part of the 
academy based up at Carrington. The programme 
has just completed its first 12 months and gone 
really well. I think I’m a long long way from a 
testimonial yet.

2) What does your job involve?
I manage the whole Community 
programme for the Club, which 
involves ensuring we deliver quality 
and fun sessions in 40 schools per 
week across Tameside, Salford, 
Trafford, and Manchester, as well 
as ensuring we affect every child 
we work with, and work/develop 
Grassroots Clubs through the school 
holidays.

3) What car do you drive? 
Ford Focus. Not quite an X5 or Porsche yet, but I 
can dream.

4) Are you a United fan and if not then who? 
Yes, 110% United always have been. I’ve sat in the 
Stretford End with my mum since 1989.

5) Best player you’ve ever seen at Old 
Trafford? 
In terms of United players, without doubt, Paul 
Scholes. He’s my favourite, and also best player, 
although, Cantona and Kanchelskis come close. 
Away from United players, I remember the Brazilian 
Ronaldo getting a hat-trick at Old Trafford and 
getting a standing ovation. Pretty special!

6) Who is the most famous person that 
you’ve ever met?
I was once in Las Vegas and met Mel B from the 
Spice Girls, does that count? I’m sure she fancied 
me. Ha ha!

7) Describe yourself in five words.
Approachable, fun, driven, passionate, poser.

8) What is the best advice that you’ve ever 
been given?
I’m a big believer in fate and I think everything 
happens for a reason. Lots of people have said this 
to me in the past. In terms of advice, just grasp 
every opportunity that’s given to you and to enjoy 

whatever you do.

9) Favourite recording artiste? 
Ouch! Tough one, I’m a funky house 
kind of guy but I love all types of 
music... indie, Motown and dance. I 
would probably choose top artists as 
Eric Morillo, Fatboy Slim, Oasis, and 
Kasabian.

10) Where will you be in five 
years time?
I’d like to think I will still be heavily 
involved with the Club, and the 

Academy set up. Either that or jet setting around 
the world DJ-ing?

11) Is cricket boring?
I’d have to say no. I used to play a lot in the summer 
and only stopped playing competitively last season. 
Quite fancy trying 20/20, though. Much less time 
consuming.

12) Which newspaper/s do you read?
This is where I should say the Times and Guardian, 
but for my Sins I’m a Sun man. Although, it depends 
what’s lying round the canteen at Carrington.

13) Do you have any tattoos?
No, and don’t think I ever will do.

14) Who would win a fight between a polar 
bear and a lion and why?
What? Who writes these questions? I guess it would 
depend whether it was a home or away fixture? I’d 

24 20-ISH QUESTIONS

Andy Basterfield
Senior Officer — Football in the community
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have to say Lion as the heat would 
tire the polar bear, but then it would 
be pretty cold for a Lion in the Artic, so 
I don’t really know.

15) Can you do any card tricks?
I know one, but I think you have to be under five-
years-old for me to fool you with it. I’m certainly no 
Dynamo.

16) What is your favourite biscuit?
Easy one — pink wafers all day long.

17) Have you ever sung at a karaoke night, 
and if so which song?
I like to throw a song out when I’ve had a drink. I’m 
shocking but convince myself I’m good. It’s a little 
bit predictable but I sing My Way by Frank Sinatra 
every time.

18) Can you tell us a (clean) joke?
What’s brown and sticky? A stick!

19) What was the last CD that you bought?
I’m have an iPhone, so it’s all downloads now — 
very technical. Last song I bought was a song called 
Alright, by a dance group called Red Carpet. Last 
album was Hed Kandi Classics.

20) Have the hairs ever stood up on the back 
of your neck, and if so, why?
I always remember the first game after Sir Matt 
Busby’s death. It was against Everton at Old Trafford 
and a lone piper came out. That really got the hairs 

standing up — it was a very 
strange day, and not a dry eye 

in the house. Also, watching Mo 
Farah win his second gold at the 

recent Olympics was fantastic.

21) Best and worst experience at United?
My best was the demolotion derby, 5-0, Kanchelskis 
hat-trick — fantastic night. Also, cant beat the real 
special European nights. There’s nowhere like Old 
Trafford. My worst was derby day last season, 1-6 
— enough said.

22) Do you think it’s funny that fans say ‘we’ 
when they never take the pitch themselves?
United is a passion, a religion. I think it’s very 
collective at times, and rightly so fans should say 
‘we’ because of the times the fans have carried the 
team over the line with their fantastic support.

23) Who has been your favourite opposition 
(a team, domestic or foreign)?
I was lucky to go to Besiktas away a couple of 
seasons ago. The stadium and support that night 
was incredible. So, so noisy, and passionate. Then 
when Scholesy scored the winner, the silence was 
instant, and they never said a word after that.

24) Have you played football at any level? If 
so, what position do you or did you play?
I still play on a Saturday in the Lancashire & Cheshire 
League. Being 6’2” I was only ever going to be a 
centre back. A header and a tackler, and then give it 
short and simple. That’s about my limit!

Grasp 

every 

opportunity 

that’s given to 

you and enjoy 

everything 

you do

THE TEAM: Andy is 
Senior Officer of Football 
in the Community



For many disabled people, dressing for 
a special occasion or even just to go 

shopping can be fraught with problems. 
Finding stylish clothes that go on easily 
and fit is the first challenge before the 
added complications presented by 
buttons and zips.

That’s why MUDSA would like to continue its 
ethos of adding value for MUDSA 
members by introducing you to a 
charity which has been innovating 
with garments for disabled people for 
more than 30 years.

Clothing Solutions in Bradford 
offers a service where people can send 
their high street-bought fashion items 
and have them adjusted to their own 
personal specification. Whether it be 
Velcro fastenings, loops, discreet zip 
sections on legs or designer label jeans 
with a higher waistline for wheelchair 
users, the company’s tailors have the 
knowhow to make it happen. 

Requests range from customising 
shop-bought t-shirts and trousers, to 
creating bespoke bridal and occasion-
wear. The organisation can even 
send its staff to visit people in care or 
residential homes, schools, hospitals 
or at home.

Sandra Hunt, manager of Clothing Solutions, 
says, “For example, schoolchildren with muscular 
dystrophy may struggle to wear school blazers 
because of their wheelchairs. So we cut their blazers 
in half and put Velcro fasteners at the back.” 

However, Clothing Solutions relies on “charitable 
giving” and is struggling to survive. It costs in 

excess of £65,000 a year to run and this “social 
innovation” organisation needs financial support. 
It is now calling on the UK Government for more 
funding, so they can mass-produce some clothes to 
keep their prices down.

Sandra continues: “We barely manage and we’re 
now concerned about how much longer we can go 
on fundraising for the amounts needed. By now, we 

were hoping that the service would be supported 
by the local authority or the Government. That 
hasn’t yet happened but it’s needed to preserve the 
future of the service.”

For more information, call Clothing Solutions 
on: 01274 746739 or email your enquiry 
to: enquiries@clothingsolutions.org.uk

Dressing 
to impress!
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Clothing Solutions make garments to measure, 
but the charity is struggling to make ends meet

Manager, Sandra Hunt, 
with another happy client



Jack 
Rudge
A central midfielder 
who knows where 
the goal is

After being with 
the club since 

2001, Jack has impressed 
the coaches with his aggression and 
tigerish work in midfield.

Not afraid to mix it with more physical opponents, 
he adapted quickly to Academy football last season 
and earned promotion to the Reserves, playing 
alongside Anderson at Altrincham’s Moss Lane.

He’s also been tried at full-back, although, he’s 
most at home in the centre of midfield and made 
18 appearances in 2011/12 (14 starts plus four 
substitute cameos). Showing a flair for getting 
forward, he was amongst the goals at the 2011 Milk 
Cup and notched four strikes during the campaign 
as a whole.

The blond-haired youngster faces plenty 
of competition for a place in the team as Paul 
McGuinness has a number of midfielders on his 
books but is likely to press home his claims again in 
his final year at Academy level.
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ABOUT US 
We deliver football coaching, skills 
training, personal development and 
life-changing experiences, providing 
young people with opportunities to 
change their lives for the better.

“Volunteering for 
the Foundation has 
changed my life.”
– Ali Hanif, Volunteer

“I love 
playing for 
Manchester 
United.”
– Katie Zelem, 
Under 17s Player

“I’m helping young 
footballers to achieve 
their dreams.”
– Adam Calow, Ability Counts Coach

We aim to achieve our goal  
by delivering in five areas:
FOOTBALL
COMMUNITY COHESION 
HEALTH
EDUCATION
CHARITIES

To educate, motivate 
and inspire future 
generations to build better 
communities for all.

GOAL

CONTACT DETAILS
www.mufoundation.org
E. enquiries@mufoundation.org 
T. 0161 868 8600


